October 8, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Howard University, DC, Meeting – Considering EM Certificate Program: 
We are belatedly getting around to posting a note on our meeting last Friday with the Howard University “Emergency Management Program Committee.”  We discussed the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program and how it could be supportive of the Emergency Management Certificate Program that is being investigated at Howard.  Attendees from Howard were: 

Dr. John Tharakan - Chemical Engineering - jtharakan@howard.edu 

Dr. Philip Lucas - School of Social Work -  philiplucas@aol.com 

Dr. Lorenzo Morris - Political Science -       lmorris@howard.edu 

Dr. George Middendorf - Biology -             gmiddendorf@howard.edu  

Dr. Peggy Berry - Continuing Education       paberry@howard.edu 

Dr. Gregory Jenkins - Physics                      gjenkins@howard.edu 

Dr. Cudore Snell, Dean - Social work         csnell@howard.edu 

Mrs. Blythe Patenaude - Social Work & Urban Readiness, Inc.     pjoybaker@aol.com 

Dr. Norma Jones - Social Work and FEMA/DHS -- njones@howard.edu 

In addition, Meldon Hollis, FEMA Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, attended. 

The meeting well-attended, very engaging, and left us with a positive impression of the commitment of this group at Howard to try to move the ball forward on the creation of an EM program at Howard.  We told the committee that they could rely on the support of the EM Hi-Ed community “out-there” if they needed help, advice and guidance.  On that score, the Howard POC for this initiative is Dr. Norma Jones. 

  
(2)  Hurricane Ike Economic Damage in Ohio – Billion Dollar Disaster? 
Wartenberg, Steve, and Dean Narcisco.  “Damage in Ohio from Hurricane Ike at $553 Million and Counting.”  Columbus Dispatch.  October 7, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2008/10/07/ikedamage.html? 

When the tail end of Hurricane Ike ripped through Ohio on Sept. 14, it did enough damage to rival one of the most costly storms in state history -- the 1974 Xenia tornado. 

Insurance industry experts say the total could reach $1 billion. 

The initial damage total is $553 million, according to the Ohio Insurance Institute, and represents what has been paid out in claims to date. About 131,000 claims, mostly from homeowners, have been filed.  The damage figure is certain to go up.  "It's impossible to estimate the final number," said Mary Bonelli, spokeswoman for the Ohio Insurance Institute. "But we're looking at this being potentially around $1 billion once all the numbers are in." 

The 1974 tornado that all but obliterated Xenia caused about $1 billion in insurable losses in current dollars - $600 million at the time - and is the most costly storm in state history, the group said. 

BWB Note:  If damage/costs in Ohio do become a billion dollar disaster it would then rank as the 160th billion dollar disaster in the U.S. of which we are aware. 

(3)  Hurricane Ike Deaths: 
Associated Press.  “Body Found on Island Pushes Ike Death Toll to 72.”  October 7, 2008.  At:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/07/AR2008100702651.html 

BWB Note:  New death toll count places Ike as # 208 on our tally of most deadly U.S. disasters. 

Received an email today with an attachment containing the following, which we cut and pasted into the Report in the hope that its boxed format would not prevent delivery. 

(4)  Norwich University and FEMA HQ Continuity of Government Program: 
Participated on a conference call today with General Martha Rainville (Ret), Rex Wamsley, Matthew Smith, Eric Kretz and perhaps one or two others whose names we might have missed at FEMA HQ (or calling in from elsewhere).  Also on the phone call was Dr John Orlando at Norwich University, a military university in Northfield, VT.  The purpose was to discuss the receipt at FEMA HQ COG of a proposal from Dr. Orlando to offer to design a seminar targeted for FEMA and other governmental employees who work in COG and offer credit for the seminar for those who wished to sign up for the Norwich Distance Learning Business and Industry Crisis Management Master Degree Program, about to launch (if not already launched) at Norwich. 

(5)  University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Disaster Center Position: 
If the page posted in below does not make it through the “Government Delivery” system, the URL for the job posted is:  http://hr.unc.edu/jobseekers/search.htm 
	Working Title/Rank: 
	PROJECT MANAGER 

	Position Category: 
	Other 

	Recruitment ID: 
	1001170 

	Position ID: 
	1002935 

	Salary Range: 
	Salary Dependent upon Qualifications 

	FT/PT: 
	Full Time 

	Department: 
	Hazards Center 

	Application Deadline: 
	Open until Filled 

	Proposed Start Date: 
	12/01/2008 

	  

	Position Summary: 

	The Project Manager will manage special projects and multi-institutional research, educational, training and outreach collaborations in support of the Center for the Study of Natural Hazards and Disasters. This position requires an individual with experience in university research and outreach activities. This position will lead teams of center staff, other researchers, and graduate assistants in research tasks and outreach efforts as required. Familiarity with the writing and publication of research findings as well as outreach and training materials are required. 

	  

	Education Requirements: 
	

	The person must have at least a master s degree, plus five years of work writing grant proposals, training materials and published materials in the field of hazards and disasters. 

	  

	Qualifications and Experience: 
	

	A broad familiarity with the issues associated with natural hazards and disasters. Experience in a university research setting is required. Experience working at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill is preferred. Preference is given to those who have extensive knowledge of the natural hazards and disaster literature, and the application of that knowledge to practice through training and educational programs. Additional qualifications include: Ability to coordinate efforts with diverse geographically distributed collaborators Interdisciplinary study and inquiry Excellent oral and written communication skills Interpersonal communication, human relations and team building skills Ability to foster and maintain collaborations with both academic and applied researchers Ability to write proposals 

	  

	Special Instructions: 
	

	Interested candidates must complete an EPA Non-Faculty online application at http://hr.unc.edu/jobseekers/search.htm 


(6)  International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction – Today – UN Sec-General Remarks: 
The observance of the International Day for Disaster Reduction for 2008 takes place in a year that has seen more than its fair share of natural calamities, and falls on the third anniversary of the earthquake in South Asia.  With the casualties of that disaster and of this year’s Wenchuan Earthquake and Cyclone Nargis still fresh in our minds, it is all the more appropriate to recall the lessons we have learned. 

Nearly four years ago, Governments adopted the Hyogo Framework for Action, which aims to reduce our collective vulnerability to natural hazards.  But we must do more to turn commitments on paper into deeds that can keep the next major disaster from taking so many lives and destroying so many livelihoods.  Now more than ever, when we are trying to accelerate national and international efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, disaster risk reduction needs to be acknowledged and incorporated as a key plank of that work.  The threats posed by climate change – including increasing droughts, floods and storms – increases the urgency further still, particularly in the world’s poorest, most vulnerable communities. 

The World Disaster Reduction Campaign for 2008-2009 focuses on making “Hospitals Safe from Disasters”.  When health facilities are damaged, so, too, is our ability to improve maternal and child health and to provide other essential health services. But in resilient communities, health systems are better able to withstand natural hazards.  We need to mobilize society at every level to reduce risk and protect health facilities so that they can save lives. 

I urge all partners – Governments, civil society, international financial institutions and the private sector -- to step up implementation of the Hyogo Framework.  Disaster risk reduction is everybody’s business.  Only by investing in tangible risk reduction measures can we reduce vulnerability and protect development.  On this International Day, let us renew our dedication to this vital task. 

Ban Ki-Moon 
The Secretary-General of United Nations 
Message on the International Day for Disaster Reduction 
8 October 2008 
BWB Note:  The note above and additional information on the IDDR and on the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, can be accessed at:  http://www.unisdr.org/eng/public_aware/world_camp/2008-2009/iddr-2008/2008-iddr.htm 

(7)  This Day in History --Peshtigo Firestorm, Wisconsin, October 7-8, 1871 
“On October 8, 1871, a tornado of fire more than 1,000 feet high and 5 miles wide ripped through the town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin, destroying over 2,400 square miles of forest and killing more than 2,200 people.  On the same day, 262 miles away to the south, 300 people died in the highly publicized Chicago fire.”   Gess & Lutz, 2002 (inside front book cover). 

“`The survivors would never forget the sound…’  Like a thousand locomotives rushing at full speed’…a ‘deafening, persistent roar that never stopped but kept growing louder…’”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 108. 

“Inhalation was annihilation.”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 112. 

“It was just as if the wind were a breath of fire.”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 114. 

“Faster than it takes to write these words is the phrase every survivor used…they used it to describe the speed with which one house was lifted from its foundation, then thrown through the air ‘a hundred feet’ before it detonated midflight and sent strips of flaming wood flying like shrapnel….They used the phrase to explain the unforgettable sight of sixteen-year-old Peshtigo resident Helga Rockstead running along the boardwalk….”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 116. 

“There was no refuge for miles.”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 116. 

“…the wind had increased to hurricane force, at least 100 miles per hour.”  Gess/Lutz, 124. 

“Within the space of two hours on October 8, 1871, the cyclonic storm front served to make the main fire a veritable monster.  The persistent surging and whirring rendered each obstacle in its path yet another opportunity to create more violent wind, which in turn created another vortex, which in turn strengthened the wind, which in turn fee the atmospheric turbulence – until the sky and the ground and everything in between was ablaze…and Oconto County, Wisconsin…had become a roaring ocean of fire.”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 125. 

“…fire had split boulders in two, melted church bells and the wheels on railroad cars…wind had hurled train cars loaded with logs into the air and ravaged trees so thoroughly they were now twisted, torn from the ground by their roots…”  Gess & Lutz, 2002, p. 133. 

Killed, according to whom one reads: 

  500-2,500  
Gess & Lutz, 2002, 211 

1200-2,400  
Hipke 2008 

             <2,200   
Gess & Lutz, 2002 (inside front book cover) 

 <2,200  
Frank 2003 

 
    1,500  
NIFC 2007 

                1,500  
Forces of Nature 2008


              ~1,500  
Boise State  2008 

                1,200  
History.com.  This Day In History. 

                1,152  
NFPA, Key Dates in Fire History  2008 

                1,152
I.I.I.  2008 

Sources: 

Boise State University.  Disasters:  Firestorms of 1871.  Accessed September 15, 2008 at:  http://www.boisestate.edu/history/ncasner/hy210/peshtigo.htm 

Forces of Nature.  Forest Fires:  Five Worst Forest Fires.  Accessed September 15, 2008 at:  http://library.thinkquest.org/C003603/english/forestfires/tenworst.shtml 

Frank, Douglas.  “Hell on Earth: When Fire Ravaged the Town of Peshtigo, IL, Killing 2,200.”  Rutgers Focus, Jan. 27, 2003.  At: http://ur.rutgers.edu/focus/article/Hell%20on%20earth/1037/ 

Gess, Denise and William Lutz.  Firestorm at Peshtigo:  A Town, Its People, and the Deadliest Fire in American History.  New York:  Henry Holt and Company. 

Hipke, Deana C.  The Great Peshtigo Fire of 1871.  Accessed September 15, 2008 at:  http://www.peshtigofire.info/ 

History.com.  This Day in History, October 7, 1871.  “Massive Fire Burns in Wisconsin.”  At:  http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history.do?action=tdihArticleCategory&displayDate=10/07&categoryId=disaster 

Insurance Information Institute.  “The Ten Most Catastrophic Multiple-Death Fires in U.S. History.”  Cites National Fire Protection Association.  Accessed September 28, 2008 at:  http://www.iii.org/media/facts/statsbyissue/fire/?table_sort_735794=5 

National Fire Protection Association.  Key Dates in Fire History.  2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=1352&itemID=30955&URL=Research%20&%20Reports/Fire%20statistics/Key%20dates%20in%20fire%20history&cookie%5Ftest=1 

National Interagency Fire Center.  Fire Information – Wildland Fire Statistics.  Boise, ID, NIFC, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.nifc.gov/fire_info/historical_stats.htm 

(8)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  1,204 
(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  13,467 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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