October 23, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Electromagnetic Pulse Attack – Heritage Foundation Report: 
McNeill, Jena Baker and Richard Weitz.  “Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack: A Preventable Homeland Security Catastrophe.”  Backgrounder, No. 2199, October 20, 2008, 7 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandSecurity/upload/bg_2199.pdf 
· A major threat to America has been largely ignored by those who could prevent it——the U.S. Congress and the President. An electromagnetic pulse (EMP) attack on the United States could irreparably cripple the country, wreaking havoc on the nation’s electronic systems—— shutting down power grids, sources, and supply mechanisms. 

  

· Congress and the new Administration cannot continue to ignore the EMP threat. Next steps include research on the nature of the EMP threat, planning for such an attack within the National Planning Scenarios, the deployment of a comprehensive missile defense system, and the development of a National Recovery Plan. 

· America’s very existence depends on the U.S. government’s ability to understand the very real possibility and the devastating consequences of an EMP attack——and to take the actions necessary to prevent them. 
The McNeill and Weitz Backgrounder included footnotes to a couple references we had not seen before, so will note them, even though one it is from some years back: 

Institute of the North.  “Alaska to Revise Emergency Response Plan to Include Preparation for EMP Attack.”  Anchorage, AK:  May 29, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.missilethreat.com/repository/doclib/20070614_SERC.pdf 

Merkle, Major Scott W.  “Non-Nuclear EMP:  Automating the Military May Prove a Real Threat.”  Military Intelligence Professional Bulletin, January-March 1997.  Accessed at:  http://www.fas.org/irp/agency/army/mipb/1997-1/merkle.htm 
(2)  This Day in Disaster History – October 23, 1989: 
1989 Phillips Petroleum Co. Gas Leak Explosion, Pasadena TX, October 23 
“On this day in 1989, 23 people die in a series of explosions sparked by an ethylene leak at a factory in Pasadena, Texas. The blasts, which took place at a Phillips Petroleum Company plant, were caused by inadequate safety procedures. 

“A polyethylene reactor at the Phillips 66 Chemical Complex in Pasadena created chemical compounds necessary for the production of plastics. The plant produced millions of pounds of plastics daily for use in toys and containers…. [a maintenance subcontractor]  was undertaking maintenance work on the plant’s polyethylene reactor on October 23 when…problems arose. A valve was not secured properly, and at approximately 1 p.m., 85,000 pounds of highly flammable ethylene-isobutane gas were released into the plant. There were no detectors or warning systems in place to give notice of the impending disaster. Within two minutes, the large gas cloud ignited with the power of two-and-a-half tons of dynamite. 

“The explosion could be heard for miles in every direction and the resulting fireball was visible at least 15 miles away. Twenty-three workers at Phillips were killed and another 130 were seriously injured as the first explosion set off a chain reaction of blasts.”  (History.com. This Day in History, October 23, 1989. “Gas Leak Kills 23 at Plastics Factory.”) 

(3)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  937 

(4)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  14,013 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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