October 15, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Children and Disasters: 
Shiver, Mark. “How to Help Kids cope with Disaster: Ten Tips.” Save The Children, Oct 2008. 2p.  http://www.savethechildren.org/countries/usa/us-emergency-programs/us-preparedness/ten-tips-katrina-3rd-anniv.html 

(2)  Disaster Management Canada: 
Received today electronically Volume 2, Issue 3, Fall 2008 edition of  Disaster Management Canada, published by the Canadian Centre for Emergency Preparedness.  Some of the contents are: 

An Unsuspecting Public – A CCEP Report Reveals Canadians are Unprepared for
 Disaster 

Getting it Straight – Carl Gibson of La Trobe University Comments on Future Trends 

The Legal Side of Things – Jay Rosenblatt looks at how Legal Risks tied to Disasters Can 

be Addressed 

Are You Ready?  Companies Need to Start Investing Now in Proper Preparation for the 

Inevitable Flu Pandemic 

Getting on with Business:  A Look at the Steps MIT Took in the Aftermath of a Fire and 

Evacuation of its Building. 

The first article noted above concerns the recent publication by CCEP of: 

Winn, Conrad and Tamara Gottlieb (COMPAS).  Preparing for Crises:  Findings and Implications from the National Survey on Emergency Preparedness in Canada.  Burlington, Ontario:  Canadian Centre for Emergency Preparedness, 2008, 56 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.ccep.ca/survey/CCEP%20Preparing%20for%20Crises%202008%20Annual%20Report.pdf 

Adrian Gordon, President & CEO of CCEP notes in his Foreword to this DMS issue that this survey and report make clear “that here Canada most people are woefully unprepared for future disasters that might hit their communities.” 

For “DMC” information, we suggest going to the CCEP website: http://www.ccep.ca/subscribe 

(3)  Floodplain Management: 
Talked yesterday at some length with Jim Wright, developer of the Floodplain Management Principles and Current Practices course on the EM Hi-Ed Program web site, about how this course could be better promoted and utilized by a larger audience of students.  Mr. Wright agreed to work to set up a meeting here at EMI with a few major stakeholders and interested parties to try to come up with a consensus approach on better marketing this course – as a first step.  The second goal would be then to leverage this course into the kernel around which could be built various collegiate certificate and concentration programs.  Stay tuned. 

  

(4)  Indian River State College, Fort Pierce FL: 
Received communication today from Paul Forage, Department of Emergency Management, IRSC, noting that IRSC now has a two-year Associate Degree program in “Emergency Administration and Management,” and asking to be added to “The College List” on the EM Hi-Ed Website – which we will most certainly do in the near future.  In addition, we were informed that “we are also the home institution of the "Consortium for Humanitarian Service and Education" formed this summer, which provides education and training for international disaster relief and humanitarian assistance. At present, Consortium members include: 

  

Indian River State College (Florida) 

Northwest Missouri State University (Missouri) 

North Oklahoma College (Oklahoma) 

University of Florida (Florida) 

Salve Regina University (Rhode Island) 

United States Military Academy (New York) 

The Citadel (South Carolina) 

The Center for Creative Leadership (North Carolina).” 

We will be soliciting additional information with which to draft a program description for incorporation into “The College List.”  In the meantime, for additional information Paul Forage can be reached at:  pforage@irse.edu 

(5)  Pandemic: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Pandemic Influenza Storybook:  Personal Recollections from Survivors, Families, and Friends.  CDC, Department of Health and Human Services,  Accessed Oct 15, 2008 at:  http://www.pandemicflu.gov/storybook/introduction/index.html 

From “Storybook” Introduction: 

The need for the Pandemic Influenza Storybook became evident as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) conducted Crisis and Emergency Risk Communication (CERC) throughout the country for public health professionals involved with a variety of emergency response communications activities. The “Basic” CERC course debuted in 2002 and two additional modules have been added; “Leaders for Leaders” and “Pandemic Influenza”. The storybook is a resource tool for the latter module for certified CERC trainers and trainees. The online storybook contains narratives from survivors, families, and friends who lived through the 1918 and 1957 pandemics. Additionally, stories from the 1968 pandemic will be added to this resource as they become available. 
“Complacency is enemy number one when it comes to preparing for another influenza pandemic,” said CDC Director Dr. Julie Gerberding. “These stories, told so eloquently by survivors, family members, and friends from past pandemics, serve as a sobering reminder of the devastating impact that influenza can have and reading them is a must for anyone involved in public health preparedness.” 
The 1918 influenza pandemic killed more than 50 million people worldwide including an estimated 675,000 people in the United States, and it is one of the touchstones for today’s public health preparedness initiatives. To put it in perspective, that’s more people than all those who died (both military personnel and civilians) during World War I (1914–1918). T The 1957 Influenza Pandemic caused at least 70,000 U.S. deaths and 1–2 million deaths worldwide. Improvements in scientific technology made it possible to more quickly identify that pandemic when compared with the 1918 event. These first-person and family accounts contained herein provide an intimate, personal view of the 1918 and 1957 pandemics that goes beyond the staggering statistics associated with those events and, therefore, can help planners re-energize their efforts and fight preparedness fatigue and apathy. 
The Pandemic Influenza Storybook is not a closed book; CDC will continue to accept stories and add them to the book at quarterly intervals. 
Preparedness efforts for the next influenza pandemic are on-going in nearly every country of the world. Here in the United States, every state has a plan for addressing a pandemic influenza event. Become familiar with your state’s plan and know who the pandemic influenza coordinators are in your community. 
(6)  Qualcomm Stadium/Evacuation Center 2007 San Diego Wildfires: 
Talked today on the phone with Jill Olen, Chief, Department of Public Safety and Homeland Security at the Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego.  Jill was the manager for the sheltering operation which took place just about one year ago next week, wherein upwards of 12,000 people at the peak, took advantage of the sheltering opportunity provided by the stadium.  This was, by all accounts thus far seen, a very successful shelter management event.  Ms. Olen tells us that there were no prior plans before this event to guide their actions.  A great deal of imagination, flexibility, and networking with local and state government and with community organizations helped make this the success it was.  We will be getting through Ms. Olen more information than we can find on the internet concerning this experience for future use here at EMI.  This will have to wait, though, until Ms. Olen returns from her vacation.  We were fortunate enough to get in touch with her via her cell phone while she was on the road – talked until her cell phone started dying.  Agreed to talk again after she has returned to work. 

  

If an EM Hi-Ed Report reader has printed material -- not photos or videos -- they wish to share with us on the Qualcomm Stadium Evacation Center for the 2007 San Diego Wildfire event, we would be appreciative -- though we might not be able to respond to all incoming emails with an appreciative "thank you" response.  Thus, we will say "Thank You" now to anyone who has information to share. 

(7)  South Korean Delegation “Briefing” on the EM Hi-Ed Program: 
Participated today in a briefing to a South Korean delegation primarily from their National Emergency Management Agency, who travelled here from Washington, DC for briefings from components of the National Emergency Training Center.  The SK government had requested beforehand that a presentation on the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program be specifically addressed during the EMI overview of EMI programs and activities.  Good questions were asked and we solicited further communication from delegation members upon their return home.  The delegation members who provided us with name cards were: 

NEMA Deputy Administrator Young Hoon Kim 

NEMA Recovery Support Division Leader Byung Hwa Kang 

NEMA National Institute for Disaster Prevention Senior Analyst Dr. Dugkeun Park 

NEMA Administrator Seong-Ryong Choi. 

(8)  Unanswered Email:  892 
(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  13,789 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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