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(1)  Domestic Terrorism: 
New York Times.  “Citizen Terrorists Deleted” (Editorial).  October 10, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/10/opinion/10fri3.html?_r=1&hp=&oref=slogin&pagewanted=print 

The homeland security mania has invited some startling abuses of police power, but we have yet to hear of any more knuckle-headed than one in Maryland. There, the State Police are sheepishly tracking down 53 innocent people to let them know they were entered as suspected terrorists on state and federal databases — for the Orwellian offense of engaging in peaceful protest. 

The citizens had merely joined gatherings opposed to the Iraq war and capital punishment. Yet they were listed as terrorists three years ago on criminal intelligence rolls. “On the contrary, the groups were determined not to violate the law,” Stephen Sachs, the former Maryland attorney general, took pains to point out in a blistering report concluding that the runaway program violated constitutional rights and federal regulations. 

Legislative hearings this week added insult to injury. Thomas Hutchins, a former State Police superintendent, insisted that the program was a legitimate surveillance of “fringe people” he somehow divined as “those who wish to disrupt the government.” This is a chilling free-speech distinction not found in the Constitution. It should make any American wonder what else is out there in the way of misbegotten police programs. 

The 300 hours of surveillance devoted to data-smearing outspoken citizens was aptly described in the report as “an instructive example of the abuses that can result when the mere invocation of ‘terrorism’ is understood to override constitutional protections.” Promising reform to angry legislators, the Maryland police are scrambling not so much to apologize as to notify the 53 that they were falsely deemed terrorists and can inspect their files before the files are purged. The databases were originally intended for anti-drug intelligence, but were misused, officials explained, by zealous, “technologically challenged” commanders.  Constitutionally challenged, as well. 
See, also: 

LoBianco, Tom.  “Protesting Nuns Branded Terrorists – Pair Classified by State Police; Names Placed on National List.”  Washington Times, October 10, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.washtimes.com/news/2008/oct/10/protesting-nuns-branded-terrorists/ 

(2)  Earthquake Preparedness:  

Abendschein, Dan.  “Caltech Team Mulls Quake Worst-Case Scenario.”  Whittier Daily News (CA).  October 9, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://online.fema.net/pao/docs/2008/10/081009pm.doc 
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(4)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  13,545 

___________________ 

It would appear, from the scant content of the EM Hi-Ed Report, that nothing much has been done today – we are sure that there is some humor in there somewhere. 

Trust that all have, or had, a good weekend. 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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