November 17, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Arkansas Tech University, Dept. of Emergency Admin. and Management – Hiring: 
Received today a request to post the notice below in the “EM Faculty Positions” section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website: 

Arkansas Tech University invites applications for an ASSISTANT PROFESSOR in the Department of Emergency Administration and Management beginning August 2009. This is a nine-month tenure-track position with the opportunity for summer instruction.  The Department offers both a Bachelor of Science in Emergency Administration and Management and a Master of Science in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  The program is accredited by the Foundation of Higher Education in Emergency Management, and the undergraduate degree is approved by the North Central Higher Learning Commission for online delivery.  The Department serves approximately 220 undergraduate and 80 graduate majors, and this position includes both graduate and undergraduate program duties. 

A master's degree is required with a preference for a discipline related to disaster and crisis management with experience in the development and delivery of web-based coursework and knowledge of current technologies for curriculum integration, specifically GIS and GPS, and risk assessment applications. Preferred qualifications include an earned doctorate in a relevant discipline with experience related to disaster operations, emergency planning, mitigation, and training.  

Candidates for the position must demonstrate a proven record of excellence in teaching, student advising and assessment, applied and action research, service learning, and scholarship including external funding opportunities.  Qualifications of particular interest include experience in providing technical assistance regarding best practices relevant to emergency planning, exercises and simulations, business continuity, and Homeland Security issues.  

Program information, curriculum and course syllabi are available on our website: http://commed.atu.edu/EAM.  Salary is commensurate with qualifications and experience. Review of applications will commence February 1, 2009, and will be ongoing until the position is filled.  The application should include a statement of qualifications, vita, copies of transcripts, email address, and contact information for three references and should be submitted to: 

Mr. Ed Leachman, Acting Department Head 

Emergency Administration and Management 

Arkansas Tech University 

Dean Hall, 110 

402 West O Street 

Russellville, AR 72801 

(2)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response Course Development Project – Ethics Session: 
Received, reviewed and responded to prime contractor Human Tech, Inc., on Session 4, “Ethics.”   This 19 page session, accompanied by 49 slides, has been written by Dr. Timothy Beatley at the University of Virginia.  The learning objectives are pasted in below: 

By the end of the session (readings, lectures and exercises) the student should be able to: 

4.1 Identify and discuss major ethical issues that arise in the course of catastrophic events; to identify and discuss the major ethical quandaries and dilemmas faced in preparing for and responding to a major natural disaster or catastrophic event; 

4.2. Identify the range and variety of ethical and moral concepts that could help in guiding response planning and decision making; 

4. 3. Identify the likely value orientations of the major stakeholders and professional actors involved in catastrophic response planning and decision making; 

4.3. Apply basic tools and techniques of ethical analysis to one or more catastrophic events, and to glean insights about morally appropriate and ethical responses actions and decisions. 

While awaiting a 2nd draft, will forward this first draft to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed website – Free College Courses section – Courses Under Development subsection – Catastrophe Readiness and Response Working Draft course material – where it should be accessible in about one week – at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/crr.asp 

  

  

(3)  Children and Disaster: 
World Health Organization.  Manual for the Health Care of Children in Humanitarian Emergencies.  Geneva, Switzerland:  WHO, October 2008, 104 pages.  Accessed at:  http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2008/9789241596879_eng.pdf 
From Introduction:  

These guidelines are to assist in the care of children in emergencies. They are designed to serve as a reference manual for the evaluation and management of children in emergencies, and as the basis for the training of health care workers. The target audience is first level health workers who provide care to children under the age of 5 years.  Physicians and health care workers with more advanced training are referred to the WHO Pocket Book of Hospital Care for Children: Guidelines for the Management of Common Illnesses with Limited Resources (2005). 

These guidelines focus on care provided during the acute and chronic phases of an emergency. The acute phase of an emergency is defined by crude mortality rate and persists as long as the crude mortality rate is at least double the baseline mortality rate. This means as long as there are twice as many people dying per day compared to the normal rate of death. In sub-Saharan Africa, this threshold is set at one death per 10 000 persons per day. 

These guidelines are designed for the care of children where no inpatient hospital facilities are available. It assumes that some injectable (intramuscular) and intravenous medicines can be given. If referral or hospital facilities are available, some of the treatment options in these guidelines may not be applicable and the child with severe illness is best referred to hospital.  These guidelines are designed to reduce child morbidity and mortality by addressing the major causes of child morbidity and mortality in emergencies….. 

The provision of care to children in emergencies requires more than just the health care worker. The following considerations are important. 
        Involve the local community as much as possible. This will depend upon the type of emergency but the local community can be involved in surveillance for sick children and in the delivery of preventive health messages. 
        Ensure coordination of care across the different groups providing care to children. If possible, establish a referral centre for severely ill children. 
        Establish a disease surveillance system so that outbreaks can be detected early, particularly for measles, dysentery, cholera and meningitis. 
        Ensure quality of care through monitoring and quality assurance if possible. The following are critical elements: 
o       standard diagnostic protocols 
o       standard treatment protocols 
o       essential drugs and quality control 
o       staff training and monitoring. 
        In the chronic emergency, begin planning for the transition to a sustainable health care system. The use of IMCI guidelines for the care of children should make this transition easier. Planning should include: 
o       routine childhood immunizations 
o       care of persons with tuberculosis 
o       care of HIV-infected persons 
o       provision of mental health and psychosocial support. 
  
  
(4)  Hurricane Ike Two Months Out: 
Lozano, Juan A.  “Many Texans Calling Tents Home 2 Months After Ike.”  Associated Press, November 14, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://wtop.com/?nid=104&sid=1518103 

  
  
(5)  NTSB Nov 14 News Release on Minneapolis I-35W Bridge Collapse Investigation: 
Washington, DC - The National Transportation Safety Board has determined the probable cause of the collapse of the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis, Minnesota, was the inadequate load capacity, due to a design error by Sverdrup & Parcel and Associates, Inc., of the gusset plates at the U10 nodes, which failed under a combination of (1) substantial increases in the weight of the bridge, which resulted from previous modifications, and (2) the traffic and concentrated construction loads on the bridge on the day of the accident. 

  

Contributing to the design error was the failure of Sverdrup & Parcel's quality control procedures to ensure that the appropriate main truss gusset plate calculations were performed for the I-35W bridge and the inadequate design review by federal and state transportation officials.  

Also contributing was the generally accepted practice among Federal and State transportation officials of giving inadequate attention to gusset plates during inspections for conditions of distortion, such as bowing, and of excluding gusset plates in load rating analysis…. 

About 6:05 p.m. Central Daylight Time on Wednesday, August 1, 2007, the eight-lane, 1,907-foot-long I-35W highway bridge over the Mississippi River in Minneapolis, Minnesota, experienced a catastrophic failure in the main span of the deck truss. As a result, 1,000 feet of the deck truss collapsed, with about 456 feet of the main span falling 108 feet into the 15-foot-deep river. A total of 111 vehicles were on the portion of the bridge that collapsed. Of these, 17 were recovered from the water. As a result of the bridge collapse, 13 people died, and 145 people were injured.  

During its investigation, the Safety Board learned that 24 under-designed gusset plates, which were about half the thickness of properly sized gusset plates, escaped discovery in the original review process and were incorporated into the design and construction of the bridge.    

On the day of the collapse, roadwork was underway on the I-35W bridge, and four of the eight travel lanes (two outside lanes northbound and two inside lanes southbound) were closed to traffic.  In the early afternoon, construction equipment and construction aggregates (sand and gravel for making concrete) were delivered and positioned in the two closed inside southbound lanes.  The equipment and aggregates, which were being staged for a concrete pour of the southbound lanes that was to begin about 7 p.m., were positioned toward the south end of the center section of the deck truss portion of the bridge near node U10 and were in place by about 2:30 p.m. 

A synopsis of the Board's report, including the probable cause, conclusions, and recommendations, is available on the NTSB's website, www.ntsb.gov, under "Board Meetings." The Board's full report will be available on the website in several weeks. 

  
(6)  Today in Disaster History – November 17-18, 1999 – Texas Bonfire Stack Disaster: 
During the evening of November 17, 1999, “In keeping with a ninety-year old tradition, fifty-eight people were working to construct the fourth tier of the 1999 bonfire stack on the campus of the Texas A&M University during the early morning hours of November 18, 1999. The bonfire is ignited every year on the eve of football game between Texas A&M and its arch rival the University of Texas at Austin. The fort-foot stack, consisting of approximately 5,000 logs, collapsed killing eleven people and sending twenty-eight to area hospi​tals. One of the injured would later die, bringing the total number killed in the incident to twelve. 
“There were emergency medical personnel from the University’s Emergency Medical Service at the scene when the collapse occurred. EMS personnel immediately began to triage the injured bonfire workers and to assist with the rescue effort.  The first call to 9-1-1 was received by the City of College Station’s Emergency Communications Center at 02:43 hours….An engine company and an ALS ambulance from the College Station Fire Department were dispatched and arrived on the scene within four and one half minutes. 
“The first firefighters to arrive at the incident were confronted with a scene eerily reminiscent of the children’s game of pick-up-sticks. Command was established and additional resources were ordered immediately upon realization of the magnitude of the event. The rescue and recovery effort lasted almost twenty-four hours and involved over 3,200 individuals from over fifty different agencies. 
“The magnitude and unique nature of the incident quickly attracted National attention. At the height of the incident, approximately fifty satellite television trucks were broadcasting from the scene, including a number of Regional television stations that broadcast live from the scene throughout the event…. 

“Shortly after the incident, the President of the University appointed an independent commission of inquiry to determine the cause of the collapse. The commission was assisted in their inquiry by a number of experts as well as staff from the University. On May 2, 2000, the Commission released their much-anticipated findings.  Their inquiry concluded that the 1999 bonfire collapsed due to a number of both physical and organizational factors. According to the Report’s Summary of Findings, the structural collapse of the bonfire stack was driven by a containment failure in the first stack of logs…. 

Organizational factors resulted in an environment in which a complex and dangerous structure was allowed to be built without adequate physical or engineering controls. Organizational failure included the absence of an appropriate written design or design process; a cultural bias, which impedes risk identification; and the lack of a proactive risk management approach.”  (USFA-TR-133, 1999, Bonfire Collapse)  

U.S. Fire Administration.  Bonfire Collapse Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas (USFA-TR-133).  Emmitsburg, MD:  USFA, November 1999, 62 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/tr-133.pdf 

(7)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  834 
(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  14,857 
The End 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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