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Notice of November 10, 2008

Continuation of National Emergency with Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction

On November 14, 1994, by Executive Order 12938, the President declared a national emergency with respect to the unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States posed by the proliferation of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons (weapons of mass destruction) and the means of delivering such weapons.  On July 28, 1998, the President issued Executive Order 13094 amending Executive Order 12938 to respond more effectively to the worldwide threat of weapons of mass destruction proliferation activities. On June 28, 2005,  I issued Executive Order 13382 that, inter alia, further amended Executive Order 12938 to improve our ability to combat proliferation.   The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the means of delivering them continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States; therefore, the national emergency first declared on November 14, 1994, and extended in each subsequent year, must continue. In accordance with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency declared in Executive Order 12938, as amended.  

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to the Congress.

(Presidential Sig.)

THE WHITE HOUSE, November 10, 2008.

(2)  Emergency Management Research – New CEM Professional Contribution Category: 
The following is an IAEM recent release: 

“The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) has announced that the Certified Emergency Manager® (CEM®) Commission has approved a change in the Professional Contributions requirement for candidates for the CEM® credential. The change allows the conducting of emergency management research to be counted toward the Professional Contributions requirement. 

“The concept of professionalism is ultimately defined as one's contributions to the emergency management profession. Candidates for the CEM® can list any and all such activities, giving special consideration to the most current activities. Specific verification documenting each activity is requested, and submissions for at least six (6) different categories of professional contribution are required. All submissions must contribute to and support the field of disaster/emergency management, have occurred during the 10 years preceding the CEM® application, and must be beyond the scope of the candidate’s normal job responsibilities. Any assignments that are included on a candidate’s job description do not qualify.”   

Conducting Research. Play a significant role in the development and execution of an emergency management research project. For example: producing professor-supervised graduate-level research for a graduate thesis or dissertation; developing a project under the Natural Hazards Centers' Quick Response program; publishing research that updates previous research projects with new data; producing independent analysis for government or non-government interest groups (ex. Congressional Research Service, IAEM, Rand Corporation); or research related to expert testimony before relevant government bodies with subpoena authority (state legislatures, some city councils). Producing after action reviews, local hazards analyses, and regular school reports and papers do not qualify under this contribution. Being an interview subject for a research project does not qualify either. The CEM® candidate must validate his/her role and provide a copy of the final research.  
(3)  Flood Plain Mapping, Insurance, and Mitigation: 
Couglin, Jennie, and Jessica Durado.  “New High-Tech FEMA Maps Redefine Flood Zones.”  USA Today, November 11, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/insurance/2008-11-10-floodinsurance_N.htm 
New high-tech maps are forcing many U.S. homeowners to buy flood insurance for the first time, while others who have had coverage are being cleared to drop their policies.  The changes stem from the Federal Emergency Management Agency's multiyear plan to digitize its Flood Insurance Rate Maps to make them more accurate and easier to update.  New flood maps go into effect this month in 123 communities in Alabama, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Wisconsin. By 2010, about 92% of the population and 65% of the land in the USA will be covered by the maps, FEMA says. 

The maps are the official record of the country's flood zones. The federal government requires properties in flood zones that have federally backed mortgages to carry flood insurance, FEMA spokesman Simon Chabel said. Mortgage companies also use the maps and can make flood insurance a condition for a loan. 
(4)  Hurricane Ike Lessons Learned – State, Local Government, Private Sector: 
Rhor, Monica.  “Texas House Panel Studies Response to Hurricane.”  Associated Press, November 12, 2008.  Accessed at:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/11/AR2008111100343.html 

Hurricane Ike left thousands homeless, millions without power and destroyed houses and businesses along the Texas Gulf Coast. But it also gave state and local governments a chance to learn from their mistakes during a natural disaster. 

A slate of elected officials, public utility executives, educators and community advocates testified to a Texas House committee Monday about lessons learned during the hurricane and its aftermath at the first of four public hearings examining the response to the Sept. 13 storm. 

"We're assessing what actions the state took that worked well, and what actions didn't work as well, and what recommendations need to be made," said state Rep. Sylvester Turner, who is chairing the committee. "We need to look at what additional steps need to be made so we are prepared as best as we can be when this happens again in the future." 

  

Turner pointed to the length of time it took power to be restored in Harris County, where some residents waited up to 18 days for electricity, as an area that could stand improvement. Turner said he plans to introduce a bill in the 2009 Legislature that would require certain businesses, such as pharmacies, gas stations and retail stores, to have emergency generators. 

Several speakers and committee members at Monday's hearing at the University of Houston also recommended looking at ways to upgrade the current power system. 

  

"We need to look at whether we need to harden the electrical grid, by putting in cement poles instead of wooden poles or to bury power lines," Turner said…. Houston Mayor Bill White, while applauding Centerpoint Energy for restoring electricity as quickly as it did, also recommended that officials look at installing more localized power stations. "We need to rethink the way we're doing the electrical power grid in the city." 

(5)  This Day in Disaster History – November 12, 2001 – Crash of American Airlines 587: 
“On 12 November 2001, at approximately 9:17 a.m. local time, American Airlines flight 587, an Airbus A300-600, crashed into the Belle Harbor area of Queens, New York, several minutes after taking off from JFK International Airport. The plane was on a scheduled flight to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. All nine crew members and 251 passengers on the aircraft were killed, including five infants. Five people on the ground were also killed.”  (AirSafe.com, Investigation of the Crash of American Airlines Flight 587, 2007 update)        

“On November 12, 2001, about 0916:15 eastern standard time, American Airlines flight 587, an Airbus Industrie A300-605R, N14053, crashed into a residential area of Belle Harbor, New York, shortly after takeoff from John F. Kennedy International Airport, Jamaica, New York. Flight 587 was a regularly scheduled passenger flight to Las Americas International Airport, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, with 2 flight crewmembers, 7 flight attendants, and 251 passengers aboard the airplane. The airplane’s vertical stabilizer and rudder separated in flight and were found in Jamaica Bay, about 1 mile north of the main wreckage site. The airplane’s engines subsequently separated in flight and were found several blocks north and east of the main wreckage site. All 260 people aboard the airplane and 5 people on the ground were killed, and the airplane was destroyed by impact forces and a postcrash fire. Flight 587 was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 121 on an instrument flight rules flight plan. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident. 

“The National Transportation Safety Board determines that the probable cause of this accident was the in-flight separation of the vertical stabilizer as a result of the loads beyond ultimate design that were created by the first officer’s unnecessary and excessive rudder pedal inputs. Contributing to these rudder pedal inputs were characteristics of the Airbus A300-600 rudder system design and elements of the American Airlines Advanced Aircraft Maneuvering Program.”  (NTSB) 

Sources:  

AirSafe.com. Investigation of the Crash of American Airlines Flight 587.  November 12, 2007 update.  Accessed at:  http://www.airsafe.com/events/aa587.htm 
“Executive Summary,” National Transportation Safety Board.  Aircraft Accident Report:  In-Flight Separation of Vertical Stabilizer, American Airlines Flight 587, Airbus Industrie A300-605R, N14053, Belle Harbor, New York, November 12, 2001 (NTSB No. AAR-04/04).  Washington, DC:  December 2, 2004; modified March 23, 2006, 212 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.ntsb.gov/publictn/2004/AAR0404.pdf 

(6)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  844 
(7)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  14,597 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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