November 11, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  The 2nd International Forum on Biosecurity: Summary of an International Meeting, Budapest, Hungary, March 30 to April 2, 2008.  National Academies.  Accessed at:  http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12525&utm_medium=etmail&utm_source=National%20Academies%20Press&utm_campaign=New+from+NAP+111108&utm_content=Downloader&utm_term= 

  

(2)  Today in Disaster History – November 11-12, 1940 – Armistice Day Storm/Blizzard: 

 “Mild weather ahead of an intense low pressure system tracking from Kansas to western Wisconsin was quickly followed by a raging blizzard. Many people were caught off-guard by the severity of the storm and particularly the plunging temperatures. Sixty degree temperatures during the morning of the 11th were followed by single digit readings by the morning of the 12th. These very cold temperatures and snow amounts were very unusual for this early in the season. Up to 26 inches of snow fell in Minnesota, while winds of 50 to 80 mph and heavy snows were common over parts of the states of Wisconsin, South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa and Michigan. These winds were responsible for whipping up 20 foot drifts. A total of 144 deaths[1]  were blamed on the storm (13 in Wisconsin), most of which were duck hunters along the Mississippi River. Milwaukee received only a trace of snow, but 80 mph gradient winds downed hundreds of trees.” (NOAA/NWS Milwaukee/Sullivan, WI Weather Forecast Office, 2005) 

“The "storm" of November 11, 1940 was one of the worst storms in the recorded history of Lake Michigan. In all, the storm claimed 5 vessels, and 66 lives. The storm occurred on Armistice Day, which celebrated the end of World War I in 1918.  The storm hit late Monday afternoon…  with winds of hurricane proportions. The winds struck suddenly from the southwest at about 2:30 P.M. and were accompanied by drenching rain, which later changed to snow. The winds reached peak velocities of 75 miles per hour, the highest in local maritime history. Telephone and power lines were down by the hundreds around Mason County. Several local firms had "gaping" holes where roofs once were. Trees were uprooted, small buildings were overturned, and brick walls were toppled… Very few places escaped without damage. Ludington, on the morning of November 12th, appeared to be a deserted city. 

“The Pere Marquette carferry City of Flint 32, attempted to make the harbor but wound up on the beach about 300 yards from the shore. She was ordered by her relief captain…to be scuttled to avoid being pounded by the incoming seas…. “The steamer Novadoc: Ran aground at Juniper Beach, South of Pentwater. Two crewmen (cooks) drowned when the ship broke in half…. “Anna C. Minch: Sank South of Pentwater with a loss of 24 lives…. “The fishing tugs "Indian" and "Richard H.": Lost with all hands off South Haven.”  (Carferries of Ludington.  The Armistice Day Storm, November 11, 1940.  Website, November 9, 1997)  
“On November 11, 1940, a severe storm swept the Great Lakes area. As it crossed Lake Michigan, ships and seamen fought to reach safety away from its blinding winds and towering seas. Between Big and Little Points Sable the freighters William B. Davock and Anna C. Minch foundered with the loss of all hands. The crew of the Novadoc, driven aground south of Pentwater, battled icy winds and water for two days before being rescued by local fishermen. At Ludington the car-ferry City of Flint 32 was driven ashore, her holds flooded to prevent further damage. Elsewhere lives were lost and ships damaged in one of Lake Michigan's greatest storms.”  (Michigan Historical Markers, Stearns Park, Lakeshore Drive, Ludington, Mason Ct.) 

(3)  Today in Disaster History – November 11, 2000 – Space Heater Causes 156 Deaths: 

“A cable car taking skiers to a glacier in Austria catches fire on this day in 2000 as it passes through a mountain tunnel; 156 people die. Only 11 people managed to survive the fire, which was caused by an illegal space heater. 

“Kitzsteinhorn Mountain in the Austrian Alps is a popular skiing and snowboarding destination located just south of Salzburg. In order to reach the mountain’s prime skiing locations, it is necessary to take a cable car from the town of Kaprun into the mountains and through a 2.5-mile tunnel. The 90-foot-long car is pulled by a cable along train-like tracks. 

“On the morning of November 11, the car left at 9 a.m. for its journey up the mountain; within two minutes, flames were spotted shooting from the car. The cable car had just entered the concrete shaft tunnel when a disruption indicator, part of the car’s safety system, automatically stopped it. Quickly, the tunnel filled with toxic smoke, but the doors wouldn’t open. In the back of the car, a man smashed the rear window Plexiglas and 11 people were able to crawl out the back to a stairway that led several hundred yards down to the entrance. 

“The other passengers were not so fortunate. Although some passengers were able to make it out of the front of the car and attempted to climb to the top of the tunnel, the tunnel acted as a chimney sending flames and smoke straight up. In fact, the driver of the corresponding car coming down the tunnel was burned near the exit at the top. Three other people who were near the top of the tunnel also burned to death. 

“The fire burned all day, as it was not until that evening that workers could get to the train. Once there, they encountered bodies that were burned and charred beyond recognition. One worker later said "I don’t want to describe it for the sake of the families." An inquiry into the fire’s cause revealed that a space heater in the driver’s cabin had caused the hydraulic oil in a pipe to overheat and leak on to a plastic seat, where it ignited.”  (History.com.  This Day in History, Disaster, November 11, 2000, Skiers Die in Cable-Car Fire”) 
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[1] Hemming writes that 48 of the deaths were attributable to ships going down on Lake Michigan, including the Minch and the Davock.  Fifty, he states were on shore freezing deaths.  (Ships Gone Missing, p. 159) 
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