November 10, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Anthrax/Bioterrorism Senate HLS and Governmental Affairs Hearing Transcript: 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.  Six Years After Anthrax:  Are We Better Prepared to Respond To Bioterrorism?”  Washington DC:  Senate Hearing Transcript, October 23, 2007.  At:  http://www.fas.org/irp/congress/2007_hr/bioterror.html 
(2)  Comparative Emergency Management College Course Development Project: 
Received a communication today from lead course developer, Damon Coppola, who notes that the date December 2nd has been established to hold a virtual focus group meeting on this new course development project – comparing aspects of U.S. EM with “EM” as practiced elsewhere.  Normally we schedule a two-day “real” meeting at EMI anytime we have a new course development project, but for this project we ran out of funding to reimburse for travel expenses for participants (we spent down to the last dime in FY 2008), and it was “virtual” or “not at all.”  The “Virtual” Focus Group meeting will take place from 10:00 to 12:00 on the 2nd, and will be moderated by George Haddow at George Washington University.  We will provide more information on the EM Hi-Ed Program contract project as we get it.  In the meantime, any burning issues can be addressed to Damon Coppola at:  dcoppola@gwu.edu 
(3)  Mandated Evacuation Legality Question Addressed by NH Supreme Court: 
Grossmith, Pat.  “Mandated Evacuation Lawful in Emergency.”  New Hampshire Union Leader, November 7, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.theunionleader.com/article.aspx?headline=Mandated+evacuation+lawful+in+emergency&articleId=b40d3e1f-b925-4c91-a8c6-995c1c20d139 
CONCORD – A flood is an emergency and, while police may not have the authority to order residents out of their homes, fire officials do, according to a Supreme Court ruling released yesterday. 

The court reversed a lower court ruling that threw out charges against Evelyn Bernard, 60, of Allenstown, who was arrested on April 16, 2007 after heavy rain flooded her neighborhood. Bernard and her husband, Paul, refused to leave their home that night when firefighters knocked on their door and ordered them to evacuate. 

Fire Chief Everett Chaput had declared a state of emergency at 2:41 p.m. that day in portions of the town that had flooded, the court said in summarizing what happened that day. At 7:15 p.m., the fire department called police officer Joseph DeFeudis to help them evacuate the Bernards. 

According to the court ruling, when DeFeudis order her to leave her home by boat, Bernard became confrontational and said she did not want to leave. He told her she would be arrested if she refused to cooperate. Bernard told him to arrest her and she was on charges of disorderly conduct and disobeying a police officer. 

(4)  New Jersey Institute of Technology, University Heights, NJ – EM and BC Pgm News: 
Received today a note from Dr. M.J. Chumer, Research Professor and Director of the Masters in Emergency Management and Business Continuity Program at NJIT indicating that:  “Our program has moved past the "interdisciplinary degree" and into a full State of NJ approved MS in Emergency Management and Business Continuity Program.”  

Notes further that he is pulling several graduate students into a research project relating to Critical Industry Protection for the State of New Jersey, one of nine states in an all hazards consortium on this topic. 

For additional information, go to:  http://www.chumer.com 

(5)  North Dakota State University – Looking for Good Emergency Management Person: 
Received request to post the following solicitation in the “EM Faculty Positions” section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website, and to post an EM H-Ed Report note – happy to assist: 

North Dakota State University (NDSU), rank open, tenure-track position in emergency management to begin Fall 2009.  NDSU’s Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management offers an undergraduate minor, major, master’s, and a doctorate in emergency management.  

A Ph.D. is required (ABD considered if Ph.D. is completed by August, 2009) in sociology, anthropology, emergency management or a closely related field.  

Other minimum qualifications include effective oral and written communication skills, and the ability to teach two or more of the following:  disaster preparedness, mitigation/prevention, response/ recovery, special needs populations in disaster, research methods, voluntary organizations within disaster, and possible emergency management/disaster courses of candidate’s interest.  

Preferred qualifications include teaching experience, research publications/active research agenda, academic and or applied grant writing experience, and emergency management field experience.  

NDSU expects faculty members to demonstrate excellence in teaching, research, and service in an open and collaborative environment.  This position also offers the potential to participate in the newly formed Center for Disaster Research and Emergency Management.  Salary competitive and commensurate with experience.  

Send resume, graduate transcripts, contact information for three references, and a letter of application that describes your teaching and research interests, strengths, and future plans to:  Dr. Daniel J. Klenow, Chair, Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management, NDSU, Dept. #2350, PO Box 6050, Fargo, ND 58108-6050.  Screening will begin on January 15, 2009 and the position will remain open until filled.  NDSU is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer. [AA/EOE] 

(6)  This Day in Disaster History – November 10, 1975 – Edmund Fitzgerald Sinks 
“On this day in 1975, the SS Edmund Fitzgerald sinks in Lake Superior, killing all 29 crew members on board. It was the worst single accident in Lake Superior’s history.  

  

The ship weighed more than 13,000 tons and was 730 feet long. It was launched in 1958 as the biggest carrier in the Great Lakes and became the first ship to carry more than a million tons of iron ore through the Soo Locks. 

“On November 9, the Fitzgerald left Superior, Wisconsin, with 26,000 tons of ore heading for Detroit, Michigan. The following afternoon, Ernest McSorely, the captain of the Fitzgerald and a 44-year veteran, contacted the Avalos, another ship traveling on Lake Superior and reported that his ship had encountered "one of the worst seas he had ever been in." The Fitzgerald had lost its radar equipment and was listing badly to one side. 

“A couple of hours later, another ship made contact and was told that the Fitzgerald was holding its own. However, minutes afterward, the Fitzgerald disappeared from radar screens. A subsequent investigation showed that the sinking of the Fitzgerald occurred very suddenly; no distress signal was sent and the condition of the lifeboats suggested that little or no attempt was made to abandon the ship. 

“One possible reason for the wreck is that the Fitzgerald was carrying too much cargo. This made the ship sit low in the water and made it more vulnerable to being overwhelmed by a sudden large wave. The official report also cited the possibility that the hatches to the cargo area may have been faulty, leading to a sudden shift of the cargo that capsized the boat. 

“The Fitzgerald was eventually found 530 feet below the surface, 17 miles from Whitefish Bay, at the northeastern tip of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The ship had broken into two parts that were found approximately 150 feet apart. As there were no survivors among the 29 crewmembers, there will likely never be a definitive explanation of the Fitzgerald’s sinking. 

“The Fitzgerald’s sinking was the worst wreck in the Great Lakes since November 29, 1966, when 28 people died in the sinking of the Daniel J. Morrell in Lake Huron. 

  

The disaster was immortalized in song the following year in Canadian folk singer Gordon Lightfoot’s ‘The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald’.”  (History.com. This Day in History 1975: Cargo Ship Suddenly Sinks in Lake Superior) 

(7)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  816 
(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  14,497 

The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
  



EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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