May 9, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Fairleigh-Dickinson University, NJ, EM Program Alumni Testimonial: 
Received the following “testimonial” from former FDU student Joel Liebesfeld, who attained their Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management Administration. 

The FDU MAS program was presented in both live classroom and online formats.  This versatility gave me, as a learner, the ability to take classes as my schedule allowed.  The broad menu of classes and the flexibility in the diversity of the graduate degree courses allowed me to choose fields of study that were of great interest.  As such, I was able to explore areas that were relevant and immediately applicable to my vocation and business life.  One of the real highlights of the program was taking classes with Andrew Donofrio, a Detective Lieutenant with the Bergen County Prosecutor's Office and Prof. Eamon P. Doherty, PhD., the Director of the Cybercrime Laboratory.  These excellent teachers added their on-the-ground experience and enthusiasm as they interactively worked with the students.  I highly recommend this program and suggest that those interested contact Dean Ron Calissi, who is another fun upbeat person to talk with, and another value-added reason for the success of the program.      

I used the MAS learning experience to enhance my position within the investigative industry.  The education had an immediate positive impact on my ability to market myself.  I also used the additional knowledge to start my own consulting company.  The skills embedded in Emergency Management are recognized and defined for leadership when handling large scale fire/explosion investigations and these are situations that I have often faced on short notice.  Learning to be prepared for a disaster was taught, as an exercise, within the program of graduate studies. 

Joel Liebesfeld, MA, MAS, 

CEO CounterMeasure Security, Inc. 

joelliebesfeld@aol.com 

  

We have also received from FDU a copy of one of the school's logos and permission to post the logo on the EM Hi-Ed Program website, along with Mr. Liebesfeld's testimonial -- in the "Student's Corner" section. 

  

(2)  FEMA/EMI 11th Annual FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008, Notes: 
We have accepted three additional Graduate Student Research Report Presentations to be delivered during the Emergency Management Graduate Student Breakout Session the afternoon of Tuesday, June 3rd.  

Daniel Martin, MA, CEM, CFM, from North Dakota State University, will deliver two presentations: 



Trends in Emergency Planning:  Constraints, Limitations, and Challenges of Comprehensive Emergency Planning 



Description:  This exploratory research project identified and investigated the factors that contribute to the challenges for local government to develop emergency planning doctrine that can be operationalized and ultimately reduce a community’s steady-state of readiness.   

Bridging Emergency Management: Incorporating the Engineering Discipline in Emergency Management 

Description: It is recognized that the profession of emergency management involves and incorporates numerous professional discipline.  The analytical skills and scientific tools of the engineering profession is a valued resource for the emergency management profession.  This need will increase as our local, regional, national and global infrastructures become increasingly interconnected, complex, and critical to our functioning society.  For this the role of the engineering profession will play an important role for tomorrow's emergency manager.  The American Society of Civil Engineers' Committee on Critical Infrastructure is playing a proactive role in bridging the disciplines of engineering and emergency management. 

The third new presentation will be by Dennis Wood, BS, NREMT-P, Battalion Chief, Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department, with the University of Maryland Baltimore County Emergency Health Services Graduate Program.  From Chief Wood’s proposal to present on his work: 

First, using available NHTSA guidance as a baseline, I compared local and state plans to see if each planning area was addressed in those subordinate plans.  This led to the conclusion that there is much work yet to do.  

Second, was to translate the FluAid guidance from the CDC into a useful planning tool specifically for emergency medical services.  FluAid provides illness and fatality estimates based on mathematical modeling for a specific jurisdiction.  Using those estimates and taking the logic a bit further, an estimate for the number of patients an EMS system may expect per day can be generated.  The methodology does not rise to the level of sophistication that the CDC models do, but does move from a total count to a daily expectation.  This has proven useful to secure additional supplies and equipping transport units in my system already.  

(3)  Email Backlog:  844 in am, 534 in the pm. 

Note:  Was unexpectedly out the last three days, so if the reader is one who is wondering if your email was received here, it most probably was, and we have just not gotten to it yet. 

  

Trust that all have, or had, a good weekend. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 

FEMA · U.S. Department of Homeland Security · Washington, DC 20472 · 1 (800) 621-FEMA (3362) 

