May 30, 2008 FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Report
(1)  Airport Screening for Terrorists: 
From today’s “DHS News Briefing”: 

Chertoff Says US To Adopt Israeli Airport Security Techniques.   In his New Republic (5/29) blog, Marty Peretz wrote in praise of Israeli airport security, which he describes as "more efficient, less intrusive, smoother and rather noiseless" in comparison to the US. "First of all, you don't have to take off your shoes; and, if I recall correctly, there's no regimen about the permissible three ounces of liquid and the impermissibility of four. There's no one bellowing at you about your computer, your ticket, your jacket, that bottle of water you mistakenly brought along. It's true that sometimes your bags will really be scrutinized. But that will be because you've actually raised a question in the mind of the very polite interviewer who has a query or two to ask before you check-in." Peretz goes on to note a wire service report that Chertoff had announced "that the US will begin to employ unobtrusive methodologies that detect suspicious behavior and intentions which have been employed at Ben Gurion and other Israeli public facilities for years. And ditto for a whole range of hi-tech mechanisms that reveal explosives or other destructive chemical and biological agents." 

The blog note discussed above can be accessed below.  The responses to the blog are just about as interesting, as well as more lengthy in their entirety, than the original post, in my opinion. 

Peretz, Marty.  “Learning from the Israelis.”  The New Republic, May 29, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://blogs.tnr.com/tnr/blogs/the_spine/archive/2008/05/29/learning-from-the-israelis.aspx 

(2)  Climate Change: 
From the “Disaster Law” list serve is the following note provided by Dr. Robert Verchick, Loyola University of New Orleans (with permission): 

Yesterday, bowing to a court order, the Administration released a summary of the anticipated effects of climate change in the US.  Almost all of this has been published in earlier draft or final reports, but it is helpful to have it all in one place.  There are many references to "disaster" events like storms, floods, droughts, heat waves, wild fires, and the like.  The report also notes several times the disproportionate harm that the poor and other vulnerable groups will face. 

See  "Scientific Assessment of the Effects of Global Change"  at www.climatescience.gov 

(3)  FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Conference June 2-5, 2008: 
Note 1:  It has been drawn to our attention that we have not indicated where the Monday, June 2nd, 5:00 Wine & Cheese Social will be held – oops.  For those who will be there and get this note in time it will be in K-308. 

Note 2:  We have been informed that Mr. Brock Bierman, Director of the Community Preparedness Division within the National Preparedness Directorate, will not be able to attend on Tuesday, June 3rd, to present on the higher education related initiatives of the Community Preparedness Division as well as Citizen Corps, which Mr. Bierman oversees within FEMA.  If his staff can find some other time wherein he is available we will re-schedule him then. 

Note 3:  We trust that readers are taking notes on the agenda changes – there will be a test next week. 

(4)  Office Depot Survey of Small Businesses on Disaster Preparedness: 
Office Depot.  “Disaster Preparedness Strategies for Small Business.”  

Accessed May 30, 2008 at:  http://www.officedepot.com/promo.do?file=/promo/disaster/main.jsp 

Excerpt:  

A recent Office Depot survey found that: 

        Four out of 10 (42 percent) of business owners do not have a disaster plan in place.   

        Of those without a plan, nearly a third (27 percent) claim to have no plans to create one; and 

        A full 25 percent of business owners describe their attitude towards disaster preparation as "live and let live," explaining they would rather deal with a disaster when it occurs rather than get ahead of a potential problem. 

Those business owners who have been impacted by an unexpected event know the importance of being prepared. Not surprisingly, the study also found that businesspeople in areas that have been impacted by a disaster in the past five years were significantly more prepared than those who were not impacted (74 percent versus 58 percent)iv . When it comes to disaster readiness, can your business ever be too prepared? According to the Association of Small Business Development Centers, the effects of a disaster can be quite profound: 

        More than one in four businesses will experience a significant crisis in a given year; 

        Of those businesses that experience a disaster and have no emergency plan, 43 percent never reopen; 

        Of those that do reopen, only 29 percent are still operating two years later. 

  

Make no mistake about it. Disaster preparedness is central to business survival, particularly when it comes to protecting a company's most valuable and irreplaceable assets: its people and its data. 

To help educate small businesses on the importance of disaster preparation, Office Depot developed this guide - "Expecting the Unexpected: Disaster Preparedness Strategies for Small Business" - to provide small businesses with simple and affordable solutions. 

We urge you to read on. Disaster preparedness could be the wisest investment your business makes. 

[Note:  To do that though, the reader will need to go to the URL noted above, where, in addition to the material herein referenced, there is a video, additional materials, and the references to footnotes we deleted from the excerpt above.] 

(5)  Security Chiefs Meet in Jerusalem Article – Some Have Issues: 
Deitch, Ian.  “Security Chiefs Meet in Jerusalem.”  Associated Press, May 29, 2008.  At:  http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080529/ap_on_re_mi_ea/israel_homeland_security;_ylt=AlnooeqIoNnJ5wdUVdnKaN1vaA8F 

Excerpts:  

JERUSALEM - U.S. Homeland Security chief Michael Chertoff said Thursday that progress is being made in the war on terror but it is being sabotaged by critics of American foreign policy in the West. 

Chertoff was speaking at a security conference in Jerusalem with counterparts from around the world, aimed at sharing information and techniques to fight terrorism. 

He said the U.S. was making inroads in the "battle for hearts and minds" in the Muslim world, but that the effort was being undermined by "sources of cynicism in our society that cannot distinguish between our actions and the actions of terrorists, that treat everything as equivalent, that view appeasement as the best course of dealing with the enemy."…. 

Ahead of the conference, he told Fox News that the radical Islamic group Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, poses an even greater threat than Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida. “Someone described Hezbollah like the A-team of terrorists in terms of capabilities, in terms of range of weapons they have, in terms of internal discipline," Chertoff said. "To be honest, they make al-Qaida look like a minor league team. 

(6)  Email Backlog:  490 in the am; 446 in pm. 

  

Trust that all have, or had, a good weekend. 

  

The End 
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