May 28, 2008 FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  FEMA/EMI 11th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference: 
The NETC Admissions Office reports that as of last Friday they had accepted 316 applications to attend the conference and would not be accepting additional applications due to their policy of not accepting applications to events at the NETC within one week of the event.  

  

NETC Admissions Office noted that all 280 dorm rooms assigned to support the conference have been allocated and that they are maintaining  “Wait List” with about two dozen names on it of people who would like a dorm room if one becomes available – say due to a cancellation.  

  

In addition to the 316 participants who have submitted an application we are aware of about two/three dozen individuals who will be participating on a “Day Visitor” basis and thus did not submit an application.  Admissions and dorm related questions can be directed to the NETC Admissions Office:  301-447-1505. 

(2)  Mass Notification: 
Snyder, Loren.  “Mass Notification Comes of Age.”  Building Operating Management / FacilitiesNet, May 1, 2008.  At:  http://www.syska.com/news/article.asp?Articles.ART_ID=463 

(3)  Norwich University Master of Science in Business Continuity Management Online: 
Received news today from Dr. John Orlando at Norwich University School of Graduate Studies in Northfield Vermont, containing the following announcement of the roll-out of a new emergency management related program starting this coming December. 

Norwich University is launching the Master of Science in Business Continuity Management online, the first master’s degree in the United States focused solely on business continuity.  

The master’s degree will provide practitioners with the credentials to advance into upper level positions within their organization, and distinguish themselves within the field.  

The MSBC degree provides a comprehensive, in-depth, and practical understanding of all aspects of business continuity management.  The topics include plan development, emergency response, crisis management and communications, risk management, organizational resiliency, IT continuity, testing, implementation, and regulatory issues.  

Because continuity of operations is as much needed in the public sphere as the private, the MSBC program is appropriate for both public-sector and private-sector continuity directors. 

Students meld theory and practice by applying their learning to their own place of business through the unique case study system.  By analyzing and improving the systems of their employer, students gain an understanding of the practical application of theoretical concepts, while their employer realizes an immediate return on its investment. 

Students join cohorts of like-minded professionals in highly interactive classrooms to share experiences, challenges, and solutions.  Much of the learning comes through constant, lively discussion with faculty and fellow students, and networking with professionals across the field.  

Classes will begin December 2008, and further information can be found at:  

www.graduate.norwich.edu 

(4)  Resilience:  

Waxman, Matthew.  “Using Disasters for Systemic Change.”  World Changing, May 16, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.worldchanging.com/archives/008039.html 

Excerpt: 

What if we could accompany a collaborative design process with some sort of policy framework tying together disaster-response to designing for systemic change? What if we could plan to use the future's inevitable disasters as opportunities for change and innovation? 

The planning policy would focus on finding sustainable solutions to broken or destroyed systems. Disaster in this way is used to jump-start changes in infrastructure and thus alter daily habits, patterns, and preferences on everything from energy consumption to transportation, housing and health, economic development, community and civic facilities, open space, food, and lifestyle. 

Changes would be contingent on disasters occurring, so this type of planning policy wouldn’t necessitate immediate results without the destructive context – as would planning codes, LEED guidelines or simply better design practices – but it would produce readily-available plans and design-response focused on long-term, large-scale changes to infrastructural systems beyond the scope of a single, smaller-scale project. In the long-view I believe this would speed up the eventual implementation of large-scale change. 

(5)  Email Backlog:  540 in am; 475 in pm. 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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