May 15, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Alcorn State University, Mississippi – Investigating Development of EM Program: 
Communicated today with Julius E. Green II, the Radiological Emergency Preparedness Program Manager for the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency, who noted that he had been contacted by representatives from Alcorn State who where interested in investigating the development of an emergency management program and had numerous questions along the lines of curriculum composition and information from other schools which have already established an Emergency Management Bachelor Degree.  Went through a number of the more relevant “tabs” on the EM Hi-Ed Program web-site with Mr. Green, recommended that Alcorn State representatives attend the upcoming EM Hi-Ed Conference, and that we establish direct contact so as to better guide the way through the different types of material found within the EM Hi-Ed Website. 

(2)  EIIP Virtual Forum Transcript of “EMS and Disaster Preparedness” Available: 
Gardner, Marshall.  EMS and Disaster Preparedness:  Practice Resources from the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP).  Transcript of EIIP Virtual Forum, May 14, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc080514.htm 

(3)  Dept. of Education “Emergency Management for Higher Education” Grant Conference Call Transcript: 
A transcript of a May 2, 2008 conference call, originated by Tara Hall in the Department of Education concerning the EM Hi-Ed Grant Program can be accessed (31 pages) at:  http://www.ed.gov/programs//emergencyhighed/transcript0508.doc.  

Excerpt: 

The EMHE grant program itself is designed to fund higher education institutions that meet the absolute priority as follows. Higher education institution projects to develop or review and improve and fully integrate campus-based all-hazards Emergency Management planning efforts, a program funded under this absolute priority must use the framework of the four phases of Emergency Management… prevention/mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery, to do a series of things…  There's a long list of seven requirements here that I will read briefly.  

        Number one, develop or review and improve and fully integrated a campus-wide, all hazards Emergency Management plan that takes into account threats that may be unique to each campus. 

        Two, train campus staff, faculty, and students in Emergency Management procedures. 

        Three, ensure coordination of planning and communication across all relevant components, offices, and departments of the campus. 

        Four, coordinate with local and state government emergency management efforts. 

        Five, develop a written plan with emergency protocols that include the medical, mental health, communication, and transportation needs of persons with disabilities, temporary special needs of individuals, and other unique needs of individuals. 

        Six, develop or update a written plan that prepares the campus for infectious disease outbreaks with both short-term implications for planning and long-term implications for planning, and finally, 

        seven, develop or enhance a written plan for preventing violence on campus by assessing and addressing the mental health needs of students who may be at risk of causing campus violence by harming themselves or others. 
The deadline for applications is May 27, 2008.  For a link to the grant website go to:  http://www.ed.gov/programs/emergencyhighed/applicant.html  

(4)  FEMA’s Integrated Public Alert and Warning System: 
Strohm, Chris.  “FEMA Under Fire for Slow Progress on New Alert System.”  Government Executive, 14 May 2008.  At:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=40018&dcn=e_gvet 

Excerpt: 

House lawmakers [House Homeland Security Emergency Communications Subcommittee ]Wednesday took aim at…[FEMA’s] effort to modernize the nation's emergency alert system, saying progress has been too slow and legislative action may be needed to pressure the agency to work faster.  Lawmakers expressed frustration that FEMA has not moved quickly enough to develop the so-called Integrated Public Alert and Warning System, which eventually will allow alerts to be sent via e-mail, cell phones and hand-held devices…. 
"Communities and individuals need to know what steps to take in the event of a natural disaster or act of terrorism," Homeland Security Emergency Communications Subcommittee Chairman Henry Cuellar, D-Texas, said at the hearing. "I worry that progress has been slow in making this system a reality." 
Martha Rainville, FEMA's assistant administrator, said the first increment of the system will be rolled out to eight states and Puerto Rico this year. "We cannot do everything at once so later this year we are rolling out the first increment to support digital alerts," she said. "Later on, we will roll out additional increments to support risk-based alerts, non-English language alerts and alerts for special needs communities." 
"The EAS has served us well, but the reality is that it is based on technology that is 15 years old," Rainville added. "Through IPAWS, FEMA and our partners are transforming the alert system from an audio-only signal sent on radios and televisions to one that can support audio, video, text and data messages sent to residential telephones, to Web sites, to pagers, to e-mail accounts and to cell phones." 
The Homeland Security Department was given responsibility to develop the system under a 2006 executive order. Cuellar said it appears that FEMA is having problems meeting the order's requirements and told Rainville to provide the subcommittee within 10 days a list of goals and timetables in the executive order, as well as which ones have not been met and why. He said he also wants Rainville to tell the subcommittee whether FEMA needs legislation or new statutory authority to develop the system…. 
(5)  Kean University EM Program Open House Featuring John J. Farmer, June 7: 
Kean University is hosting an Open House on the main campus (Kean Hall), 1000 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ, on Saturday, June 7, 2008 at 11:00 am for the purpose of developing new student cohorts in the Certificate of Emergency Management Program. The University is pleased to announce that Mr. John J. Farmer, former Attorney General of the State of New Jersey, and senior counsel to the 9/11 Commission will be the guest speaker for this event. Mr. Farmer will speak on the importance of education in the emergency management function. He will be available to meet with attendees, as well as for photographs. 

The Open House forum allows potential students to visit the main campus in Union and to meet with faculty and staff to discuss how the Kean Certificate in Emergency Management can help to advance a person’s knowledge and experience in emergency management. The program consists of five (5) courses: Introduction to Emergency Management; Crisis Communication in the Public Sector; Intelligence Function; Terrorism Preparedness and Society; and Bioterrorism and Public Health Policy. Classes can be taken at the graduate level (15 credits) toward a masters degree in criminal justice, or as continuing education (15 CEUs). 

Those who are interested can visit www.kean.edu/emergencymanagement to learn more. 

To register for the Open House one needs to call (908)-737-3355.  Questions can be directed to Dr. James J. Drylie at Kean University – at:  (908)737-4216 or  jdrylie@kean.edu 

(6)  Metropolitan College of New York Emergency Management Symposium, June 18: 
Emergency Management Symposium:  We Know Where We Have Been, But Where Are We Going? 

Wednesday June 18, 2008, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY) 431 Canal Street, New York, New York 

Featuring: 

Joe Bruno, Commissioner, New York City Office of Emergency Management; Paul Butler, an active United Nations Chemical Weapons Inspector; Pamela Mottice-Muller, Director of Emergency Management, City of Beverly Hills; Paul Malool, from FEMA Region II; Shelly Raffle of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York; and Jessica O’Neill, pandemic specialist and MCNY professor. 

Overview: 

Disaster Myths and Dealing with Contaminated Corpses (Public Health); The Government’s Role in the Evacuation of Special Needs Populations (Special Needs); and the newly released National Response Framework and Effective Exercise Design Using Non-Linear Branching Table Top Exercises (Education). 

The symposium will provide a forum for emergency management and homeland security personnel to exchange ideas and best practices in this emerging and vital field.  The one-day event will consist of speaker tracks, vendor exhibits and an informal meet and greet with participants.  Also, symposium registrants will receive access to all sessions.  Subjects to be covered in the symposium will include Public Health topics; Special Needs issues; and Education/Training.  

* Program is subject to change and more guest speakers are to be confirmed.  Please check www.iemsa-mcny.org for up to date information. 

Registration:  The cost of the symposium is $35.  MCNY Alumni pay $25 and current students and faculty are admitted free.  Advanced registration is required and all participants must RSVP and pay in advance. 

Contact:  For additional information, contact Patrice Burkes at pburkes@iqmail.mcny.edu 

(7)  Texas Dam Safety: 
Getz, Jim.  “Environmental Official Sounds Warning to Texas Senate Panel About Safety of Dams.”  Dallas Morning News, May 14, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/DN-dams_14met.ART.State.Edition2.460252d.html 

Excerpts:  

A state environmental official told a state Senate panel Tuesday that Texas needs to substantially increase its dam safety program's staffing and budget to ensure that the state's most hazardous dams get inspected regularly.  John Sadlier, deputy director of compliance and enforcement for the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, told the Senate Committee on Natural Resources that it would take 24 full-time employees and $3 million in the state's next two-year budget to inspect each of the state's 1,655 high- and significant-hazard dams once every five years.  The TCEQ Dam Safety Program has eight full-time employees. It gets $350,000 a year in general revenue from the state and $240,000 from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

Tuesday's hearing in Dallas came only days after a State Auditor's Office report said the program, as currently designed, cannot "ensure the safe construction, maintenance, repair and removal of dams" in Texas… 

…committee chairman Kip Averitt, R-Waco, said last summer's Minnesota bridge collapse has prompted lawmakers to review Texas' infrastructure needs.  "We don't want something like that to happen here," he said. "So I expect it'll be a high priority for the Legislature."…. 

Mr. Sadlier noted that the additional money [$3 M] would go to inspect dams, not to fix them. "It's not a remediation fund," he said.  In Texas, dam owners are responsible for upkeep. Unlike 17 other states, Texas does not have a grant or loan program for repairs. 

(8)  University & College Incident/Disaster Timeline: 
Received a communication today from Dorothy Miller, Emergency Management Coordinator at the University of Texas at Dallas, noting the availability of a timeline graph of major incidents and disasters on university and college campuses dating back to the August 24, 1970 University of Wisconsin-Madison anti-war bombing incident which killed a university researcher.  To access this site go to:  http://www.utdallas.edu/police/oem-disaster-timeline.html 
Click on an “event” to go to a document on event descriptions.  Dorothy notes that the timeline was started at Florida State University as a summary from which she has worked to create an updated and graphic tool. 
The End 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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