March 7, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
 (1)  California Disaster/Catastrophe-Related Healthcare Surge Guidance: 
California Department of Public Health.  “State Issues New ‘Surge Capacity’ Guidelines for Health Care Facilities.”  Sacramento, CA:  CDPH News Release, February 18, 2008. At: http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/news/Pages/PH08-09.aspx 

California state officials today released the nation’s first comprehensive guidance for how hospitals, other health care facilities and local health departments should respond to a sudden increased demand for services following a catastrophic event.  This guidance, Standards and Guidelines for Healthcare Surge during Emergencies, is part of the Governor’s ongoing commitment to improving California’s ability to care for its residents in a catastrophe. 
“During a major disaster, the heath care system will look very different from what we are accustomed to,” said Dr. Mark Horton, director of the California Department of Public Health.  “These guidelines will help communities as they plan how to sustain a functioning health care system following a catastrophic event such as a severe earthquake, bioterrorism attack or outbreak of pandemic influenza.“…. 

The Standards and Guidelines address a variety of challenging issues such as: 
• Ethical allocation of limited medical resources -- During a major disaster, the health care community will have to switch from individual care to population-based care.  Doctors, nurses, medical ethicists and other members of the health care community helped develop the guidelines on acceptable criteria for resource allocation among patients as well as inappropriate criteria. 


• Standards for the delivery of medical care outside of normal settings, including hallways, parking lots, gymnasiums or other alternate care sites. 


• Ensuring effective use of medical professionals and volunteers to maximize life-saving efforts during a catastrophic event. 

According to the Standards and Guidelines, after the declaration of a state of emergency by the Governor, certain regulations may be waived depending on the nature of the emergency to ensure consistent patient care.”  

From the website URL noted above a variety of documents from this initiative can be accessed.  The slide presentation noted just below is one of them. 

California Department of Public Health.  Standards and Guidelines for Healthcare Surge During Emergencies:  Foundational Knowledge Training Presentation.  13 Feb 2008, 59 slides. At: http://bepreparedcalifornia.ca.gov/EPO/CDPHPrograms/PublicHealthPrograms/EmergencyPreparednessOffice/EPOProgramsServices/Surge/ 

(2)  DHS Homeland Security Grants to Michigan, 2002-2004 – OIG Report: 

Department of Homeland Security, The State of Michigan's Management of State Homeland Security Grants Awarded During Fiscal Years 2002 through 2004. DHS Office of Inspector General, Feb 2008, 45 pp. At: http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_08-26_Feb08.pdf 
From Executive Summary (pp. 1-2): 

The audit included review of approximately $129 million awarded to the State of Michigan from the Fiscal Year 2002 State Domestic Preparedness Program, Fiscal Year 2003 Parts I and II State Homeland Security Grant Program, and the Fiscal Year 2004 Homeland Security Grant Program. Michigan’s Department of State Police was the designated State Administrative Agency for the grant programs. The Agency’s Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division managed the programs, commonly referred to as first responder grant programs…. 
Overall, the State Administrative Agency did an adequate job administering program requirements related to identifying statewide needs and strategy, disbursing grant funds, and ensuring that all of the available funds were used. However, the State Administrative Agency did not have a documented analysis of how effective its efforts had been in preparing first responders for terrorist incidents. As a result, the State Administrative Agency did not have a valid basis for justifying future first responder grant funds and management decisions. The State Administrative Agency did not ensure that: 

•                     The use of grant funds was linked to assessed needs and established priorities, 

•                     Established goals and objectives for local jurisdictions were measurable, 

•                     Subgrantee monitoring and evaluation system was effective, 

•                     First responder training needs were met, 

•                     Reallocated Fiscal Year 2003 Part II funds were fully explained and documented, 

•                     Local jurisdictions implemented required controls and accountability systems for 

procured personal property, and 
All equipment procured was needed, used for its intended purpose, and ready for emergency use. 
(3)  PERI Book of EM HiEd Conference Papers: 
Reviewed and approved today edits made by the Editor at the Public Entity Risk Institute who is finalizing the collection of selected revised and extend papers prepared for the 2007 FEMA EM HiEd Conference.  This Chapter, which I believe is the last to be finalized, was the product of the Emergency Management Roundtable, and was on The Principles of Emergency Management.  Lest Roundtable members reading this begin to worry about “edits” to a document that was well-argued and consensual, the edits were essentially punctuation, some small stylistic changes, but nothing substantive. 

(4)  Website Modifications: 

As is our habit, modifications to several documents found on the EM HiEd Program website were forwarded over to the EMI Webmaster staff for upload to the Program website: 

Guide to Emergency Management and Related Terms and Definitions: 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/termdef.asp 


Bibliography of Emergency Management and Related References: 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highref.asp 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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