March 31, 2008 FEMA EM Hi-Ed Report
(1)  EM Hi-Ed Conference, June 2-5, 2008, Emmitsburg, MD, Notes: 
Note 1:  Received from Dr. Jamie Mitchem, California University of Pennsylvania, one of the two co-moderators for the Tuesday June 3rd afternoon Conference Breakout Session on “Geospatial Technology for Emergency Management,” the following Breakout Session abstract: 

Geospatial technologies (GIS, GPS, and remote sensing) are becoming increasingly important for emergency management.  This session will illustrate some successful strategies for implementing these technological tools during each phase of emergency management and for service and service-learning projects.  Topics to be discussed will include costs, benefits, data issues, and future trends in geospatial technology’s infusion in emergency management.  The goal of this session is to illustrate the analytical power and efficiency of this technology, and to spark discussion about its application to decision making and management of emergency situations.  (Participants are encouraged, but NOT required to attend the pre-conference Workshop on this subject.) 

For additional information, Dr. Mitchem can be reached at:  Mitchem@cup.edu 

Note 2:  Exhibits, Publications and Poster Tables.  Met today with June Iaea with the EMI Classroom Support contractor, Chenega Corp.  June will be helping us out with managing the Conference Exhibit area in the basement of K-building, under the cafeteria.  June will be following up on communications we have had from several college textbook publishers, and with initiating conversations with emergency management stakeholder organizations, FEMA Program offices, and other Federal agencies concerning their interest in providing publications and representation at the conference.  The Exhibit area will be mostly books and publications tables, though we anticipate a few association display tables.  For information on displaying and/or providing publications/books at the conference, please contact June Iaea at:  june.iaea@associates.dhs.gov 

Note 3:  EM Hi-Ed Conference 2008 Book.  Communicated today with Jessica Hubbard, the editor with the Public Entity Risk Institute who is creating a book (about to be published) based upon papers and presentations first developed for last year’s EM HiEd Conference.  Jessica and PERI wish to do the same again this year, but to start earlier.  Thus this heads-up – if you are one of the approximately 60 people thus far on the agenda for the June 2008 EM Hi-Ed Conference, you might be receiving an email or phone call in the near future from Jessica seeking to determine your level of interest in morphing a paper or presentation for the upcoming conference into a post-conference book chapter.  For more information, Jessica can be reached at:  Jessica@riskinstitute.org 

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Reports – HiEd Program Notes Solicited: 
In that we are devoting significant time to the development of the June EM Hi-Ed Conference and a few other matters, we have not devoted sufficient attention to contacting representatives of Emergency Management Higher Education Programs to ask how things are going as the 2008 Winter/Spring Semester has gone past the mid-way mark.  Thus, we would like to solicit notes to incorporate into the EM HiEd Report on things, well “notable,” from faculty associated with any of the approximately 150 collegiate emergency management programs, or the approximately 100 programs that are being investigated, proposed, or under development.  We are particularly keen on fairly short notes (roughly paragraph length) that can simply be cut and pasted into an EM Hi-Ed Report.  Please send to:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(3)  FEMA:  From April 1st, Government Executive Magazine: 
Peters, Katherine McIntire.  “Recovering FEMA:  R. David Paulison is Striving to Retool His Agency Before the Next Catastrophe Strikes.”  Government Executive, April 2008, pp. 18-26. 

Excerpt:  

Coming from the outside, and being an attorney, I am not bound by the myths and legends of FEMA about why you can or can’t do something…[Glenn Cannon]. Now the assistant administrator for disaster operations, Cannon says he often asks to see the legislation that mandated a particular function to determine whether FEMA has needlessly bound itself by bureaucracy.  .I’ve encouraged [the staff] to question, to push back,. Cannon says. .If anything stands in the way of doing your job, then I expect you to go around it or through it.  We have a slogan: ‘If it helps people and it’s not illegal, then do it.’…. .If we’re going to be called to Capitol Hill… I would rather be up there explaining why I did something that helped somebody rather than why I sat on my hands.” 

(4)  HSEEP Press Room: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  HSEEP Press Room.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, 2008. Accessed at: https://hseep.dhs.gov/pages/PressRoom.aspx 
The End. 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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