March 3, 2008 FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program Report
 (1)  GIS in Emergency Management at EM Hi-Ed Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Was able to confirm today that two pre-conference workshops on “GIS in Emergency Management” will take place on Monday June 2, 2008 – morning and afternoon. 

Description: Many practicing emergency managers have recognized the potential of spatial technologies as tools that can support hazard mitigation, response, and recovery activities, and they have begun to integrate these technologies into their workflow.  Higher education institutions are well positioned to respond to this need thru the integration of spatial technology education into programs that provide instruction in the principles and tools associated with emergency management as well as in their research and community outreach activities.  This workshop will explore a variety of desktop and web-based spatial data exploration tools as well as data sources.  Examples will range from simple viewing tools thru sophisticated applications such as 3-D modeling, temporal analysis, and others.  No previous experience with GIS or other spatial technologies is required in order to attend this workshop. 
Workshop Leaders:  Jamie Mitchem, Assistant Professor 

                                    Department of Earth Sciences 

                                    California University of Pennsylvania 

                                    California, PA 

   
                        Thomas Mueller, Associate Professor 

                                    Department of Earth Sciences 

                                    California University of Pennsylvania 

                                    California, PA 

Was also able to confirm that Dr. Mitchem and Dr. Mueller will also be able to put on an afternoon breakout session from 1:00-2:40 on Tuesday June 3rd.  Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University will be participating in this breakout session.  Two other GIS in EM breakout session presenters are pending confirmation.  For more information, Dr. Mitchem can be reached at:  Mitchem@cup.edu 

(2)  Guide to Emergency Management and Related Terms and Definitions, etc. 
Barbara Johnson, the EM HiEd Program Assistant, tells me that we have run out of CD ROMs containing the ever-changing Terms and Definitions document – roughly 1,000 pages.  She has submitted a work order for a new batch.  In the meantime, for those of you who are now on backorder, a February 27, 2008 version is on the EM HiEd website at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/termdef.asp 

(3)  Student Volunteers, Emergency Management Higher Education Conf., June 2-5, 2008: 
Michael Kemp at North Dakota State University, the Emergency Management Student Volunteers Coordinator for this year’s conference, notes that 13 graduate students have thus far been accepted as conference breakout session recorders and reporters (3-5 page report to go into the conference proceedings).  For information on EM Student Volunteer opportunities go to: the website noted below -- will be accepting about a 17 more. 

 http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/08conf/EM%20HI%20Ed%20Conference%20Student%20Volunteer.doc  
(4)  Workshop on Homeland Security Planning for Campus Executives, EM Hi-Ed Conf. 
It’s a go.  Communicated with Jodi Van Horne today, the Emergency Response Medical Specialist with VMC/Homeland Security at West Virginia University.  Jodi confirmed that she would be able to conduct one, and possibly two, approximately four-hour workshops on Monday June 2, 2008 – the day set aside for pre-conference workshops.  The “Workshop on Homeland Security Planning for Campus Executives” will be scheduled Monday morning from 8:00 to 12:00.  If this workshop “books up” in enough time to schedule a repeat from 1:00 to 5:00, Jodi is prepared to do a 2nd workshop.  All workshops are open to all conference participants on a first come first served basis – based upon receipt of applications.  Workshops are not generally open to anyone who is not a conference participant.  

The process of sending application packages out to those who attended last year, and to those who are the designated points of contact for the emergency management programs listed on the EM HiEd Project website started late last week and continues.  In roughly a week to ten days the conference application form will be uploaded to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – in the Conference “box” near the top-center of the homepage.  Click within the box to access the documents within.  Questions concerning the HLS Workshop should be addressed to Jodi Van Horne at:  jodi.VanHorne@mail.wvu.edu.  Communications concerning conference logistics and background information can be addressed to the Program Assistant, Barbara Johnson, at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

Related to the above note: 

Associated Press.  “NJ Homeland Security Chief Says Campus Safety Security Inconsistent.” 3 March 2008. http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2008/03/nj_homeland_security_chief_say.html 

(5)  Emails:  Still not making as much progress on email responses as we would like – 364 still in the in-box at the end of the day – coming in faster than going out.  Reminds me of Eric Holdeman, when he was, until fairly recently the Director of King County Office of Emergency Management, and would note his progress in losing weight, or lack thereof, in each of his weekly newsletter dispatches. 

  

The End. 
B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency/DHS 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov  

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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