March 21, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Biosurveillance Common Operating Picture: 
“HSPD-9 dated 30 January 2004 and HSPD-10 dated 21 April 2004 directs DHS to establish a National Biosurveillance Integration System (NBIS) to provide early detection and situational awareness of biological events of potential national consequence by acquiring, integrating, analyzing, and disseminating existing human, animal, plant, and environmental biosurveillance system data into a common operating picture (COP) that represents a comprehensive depiction of the global biosurveillance security environment (GBSE). The National Biosurveillance Group (NBSG), comprising of representatives from all member agencies, will integrate and analyze all-agency/source biosurveillance information to recognize unusual biological events and provide situational awareness to the NBIS community and decision-makers through the development of a biosurveillance COP (BCOP) and targeting reporting. The BCOP will augment the DHS National Operation Center’s COP, which provides a consistent, integrated picture of biosurveillance situational awareness throughout the country. The NBIS will facilitate collaborative interagency analysis to ensure fully-integrated biosurveillance situational awareness and provide near-real time awareness to the Incident Management Group (IMG) and the DHS National Operations Center (NOC). The resulting improved information sharing and enhanced situational awareness facilitates national decision-making to enable timely response.”  

Department of Homeland Security.  DHS Exhibit 300 Public Release BY09/OHA-NBIS, National Bio-Surveillance Integration System (2009).  Washington, DC:  DHS, February 8, 2008, 4 pages. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/mgmt/e300-oha-nbis2009.pdf 

(2)  Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2008 House HLS Committee Markup: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  Full Committee Markup: “Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2008.”  Washington, DC: March 6, 2008. Chair Statement, Committee Action Report, and recorded feed accessed at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=120 

(3)  Critical Infrastructure Protection Hearing: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  Partnerships in Securing Critical Infrastructure.  Washington, DC: Subcommittee on Transportation Security and Infrastructure Protection, March 12, 2008. Prepared statements and video feed accessed at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=121 

(4)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5-2008, Notes: 
Note 1 – NIMS Workshop:  Kevin Molloy, Senior Project Officer, National Integration Center, Incident Management Systems Integration Division, has provided an abstract for the conference agenda on the half-day NIMS Workshop which he and Al Fluman will put on, Monday, June 2nd -- below: 

“The Incident Management Systems Integration Divisions of the national Integration Center will be providing information regarding the change from a National Response Plan to the National Response Framework and the most current information on the National Incident Management System (NIMS) program. In addition to explaining the changes to the newly revised NIMS, an in-depth look at all aspects of the NIMS training program will be provided.”  

For any additional information about this Conference Workshop, Kevin Molloy can be reached at Kevin.molloy@dhs.gov 

Note 2 – LaDona Harvey and Crisis Communication:  Received confirmation from LaDona Harvey, AM 600 KOGO Radio, San Diego, that she will be able to participate in the conference with a breakout session on Crisis Communication.  Her most recent experience and recommendations for emergency managers and first responders stems from the recent Southern California wildfires.  Thanks go to Dr. David McIntyre, the Director of the Integrative Center for Homeland Security, at Texas A&M University for recommended Ms. Harvey to us.  He had been very much impressed with a presentation she made at a DHS S&T Stakeholders Conference in Louisiana and commended her to us.  Ms. Harvey can be reached through http://www.clearchannel.com 

Note 3 – Patrick Roberts and Risk:  Received confirmation from Dr. Patrick Roberts, Virginia Tech, that he will be able to present during Dr. Tom Drabek’s Breakout Session, on the subject of:  “How Emergency Managers Can Use Risk and Climate Science.”  Dr. Roberts notes that he will be bringing two colleagues from Virginia Tech, Matt Dull and Kris Wernstedt.   His note states that “We are working on a project that investigates the use of climate signals by emergency managers. The project and the presentation cover how emergency managers might better use climate signals and other environmental information in planning and resource allocation and investigate obstacles to further use of science in decision-making about risk and vulnerability.”  For more information, Dr. Roberts can be reached at:  robertsp@vt.edu 

Note 4 -- Student Volunteers: Micheal Kemp, the Student Volunteer Coordinator, informs us that he as 23 Emergency Management graduate students lined up to serve as Conference Breakout Session Recorders and Reporters, and 2 undergraduates to assist with conference logistics during the conference.  For additional information, there is information on the EM Hi Ed website, within the conference box on Student Volunteer opportunities -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference08.asp   If there are still questions, after looking through this material, please contact Micheal Kemp at:  Micheal.kemp@ndsu.edu 

Note 5 – Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Emergency Management:  Talked with Dr. Marian Mosser, State of Florida Division of Emergency Management concerning the development and management by her of a Conference Breakout Session on the subject of “The Importance of Integrating Terrorism and Homeland Security Courses in to Emergency Management Curriculum,” the primary purpose of which would be to discuss how best to integrate homeland security and terrorism courses into emergency management curriculum – a topic Dr. Mosser has a good deal of experience in.  An abstract Dr. Mosser provided is pasted in below: 
“This breakout session will examine terrorism and homeland security issues and case studies that can be used in existing emergency management courses. Participants will have an opportunity to learn about goals, objectives, and learning outcomes that currently include terrorism and homeland security in emergency management courses. Specific terrorist case studies will be discussed and recent lessons learned by the presenters that educators can use in emergency management course development.” 

This session is tentatively going to be scheduled for Thursday afternoon, June 5th, from 1:00-2:40.  For more information Dr. Mosser can be reached at marian.mosser@em.myflorida.com 
[Note:  From our conversation I know that Dr. Mosser is open to others joining with her on the agenda to co-present.  If interested in investigating this opportunity please email Dr. Mosser at the email address provided above.] 

Note 6 – Online Research Tools and Western Illinois Emergency Planning Experience: 
Communicated with Dr. Fred May, Western Illinois University, Health Sciences Department, 

Emergency Management Program concerning his proposal to develop two breakout sessions – pasted in below. 

1) Breakout Session: Online Research Tools for Innovative Classroom instruction.  For EM faculty wishing to teach more on the relationship between hazards and disasters using excellent online resources – expanded from last year’s breakout session.. 

2) Presentation on Western Illinois University Emergency Planning: Coordinating Between the Planner, Emergency Management Faculty, and Union University Lessons Learned. Presenters will be Dana Biernbaum, Associate Vice President for Administration; Fred May, Faculty, Emergency Management Program; and Bill Young, Union University, . 

For further information, Dr. May can be reached at: F-May@wiu.edu 

Note 7 – Building Bachelor-Level Emergency Management Degree Programs: 
Communicated with Dr. Robert Schwartz, Associate Professor of Emergency Management, Department of Public Service Technology, University of Akron, concerning his serving as the moderator for this Conference Breakout Session, and delivering a presentation as well.  We are still interested in other contributions concerning successful, interesting, and replicable “case studies” of BA-Level EM Program growth. 

Note 8 – Resilience and Involving Undergrad Students in Disaster Research/Studies: 
Got a quick communication in with Dr. Gigi Beradi-Allaway, Chair, Environmental Studies, Huxley College of the Environment, Western Washington University, prior to her boarding a plane to Italy for two weeks (for work!) about her proposals for breakout sessions at the conference. Agreed on an interim plan on how to develop her session topics in her absence. 

Note 9 -- EM Hi-Ed Heroes:   Thanks go to Barbara Johnson and Laura Czarnecki who are doing a really great job on working with presenters for the conference, putting an agenda together with daily modifications, and helping to design and develop this conference, as well as all the logistical work with Admissions and Administration.  Hope they can get some rest this weekend – really deserve it. 

(5)  Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance (GAINS).  
“The aim of the Wild Bird Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance (GAINS) program is to expand operational field capabilities, improve the understanding of viral strains and transmission of influenza viruses in wild birds, and to disseminate information to all levels of governments, international organizations, the private sector and the general public. GAINS is a global surveillance network of wild birds for avian influenza. Our strategies are: improving the collection, coordination, and laboratory evaluation of samples from wild birds in order to identify locations of avian influenza viral strains; identifying genetic changes in virus isolates; enhancing links with wild bird distribution and migration information, and providing an early warning system for global spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) that threatens domestic poultry and human health as well as biodiversity (particularly avian).” (Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance. About GAINS.  Accessed March 20, 2008 at: http://www.gains.org/ 
(6)  Homeland Security Intelligence at Crossroads House HLS Hearing with Charles Allen: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  Rescheduled “Homeland Security Intelligence at a Crossroads: The Office of Intelligence and Analysis’ Vision for 2008.”  Washington, DC: Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and Terrorism Risk Assessment, February 26, 2008.  Prepared statements and recorded video feed accessed at:  http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=114   

(7)  Homeland Security Intelligence Sharing Hearing – ITACG Progress Report: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  “Making Homeland Security Intelligence Work for State, Local, and Tribal Partners: An Interagency Threat Assessment Coordination Group (ITACG) Progress Report.”  Washington, DC:  Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and Terrorism Risk Assessment, March 13, 2008. Prepared Statements and recorded feed accessible at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=122 

(8)  Interoperable Emergency Communications Along the Texas Border, House HLS: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  Field Hearing:  “The State of Interoperable Emergency Communications Along the Texas Border.”  Washington, DC:  Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response, February 19, 2008. Prepared statements at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=115 

(9)  National Biosurveillance Integration Center, DHS: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Dr. Kimothy Smith, Acting Director of the National Biosurveillance Integration Center before the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, Subcommittee on Oversight of Governmental Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia (Forestalling the Coming Pandemic: Infectious Disease Surveillance Overseas).  Washington, DC:  October 4, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov:80/xnews/testimony/testimony_1191608625983.shtm 

(10)  Nuclear Smuggling Detection Hearing, House HLS Subcommittee: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  Nuclear Smuggling Detection:  Recent Tests of Advanced Spectroscopic Portal Monitors.  Washington, DC:  Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and Science and Technology, March 5, 2008. Prepared statements and video feed accessed at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=119 

(11)  Nuclear Terrorism Prevention Hearing -- DHS Vayl Oxford Prepared Statement: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Mr. Vayl S. Oxford, Director, Domestic Nuclear Detection Office before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations "Nuclear Terrorism Prevention: Status Report on the Federal Government's Assessment of New Radiation Detection Monitors."  Washington, DC: September 18, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov:80/xnews/testimony/testimony_1190146399721.shtm 

Other prepared statements from this hearing can be accessed at:  http://energycommerce.house.gov/cmte_mtgs/110-oi-hrg.091807.NuclearTerrorism.shtml 

(12)  Pandemic Influenza Preparedness House HLS Subcommittee Hearing, Jolly Statement: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Dr. Til Jolly, DHS Associate Chief Medical Officer for Medical Readiness Before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and Science and Technology [ Hearing on] Beyond the Checklist: Addressing Shortfalls in National Pandemic Influenza Preparedness.  Washington DC:  September 26, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov:80/xnews/testimony/testimony_1190842943166.shtm 

(13)  Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management EM HiEd Course Update: 
At the risk of jumping the gun, but avoiding the risk of forgetting to note this topic, we are communicating with Professor Richard Sylves, Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Delaware, on the topic of revising, extending, and updating his course developed for the EM Hi-Ed Project and completed in 1998.  A few things have changed since then.  Looks like a go – though all the formalities have not been – well formalized.  Dr. Sylves’ current “Political and Policy Basis of EM” upper division college course can be found at: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/completeCourses.asp 

Dr. Sylves can be reached at: sylves@UDEL.EDU – though it would be best to wait until next week in that he is has bronchitis at the moment. 

(14)  Protecting the Protectors: Ensuring the Health and Safety of 1st Responders in the Wake of Catastrophic Disasters. 
Congressional Hearing, September 20, 2007.  Prepared Statements for the Record at: 

http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=87 

Dr. Jon R. Krohmer, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary and Deputy Chief Medical Officer 
Office of Health Affairs Department of Homeland Security 

Dr. John Howard. Director. National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Department of Health and Human Services 

Ms. Cynthia A. Bascetta, Director, Health Care, Government Accountability Office 

Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, Professor and Chairman, Department of Community and Preventive Medicine, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

Deputy Chief Nicholas Visconti, International Association of Fire Fighters 

Dr. Mike D. McDaniel, Secretary, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality. 

From Opening Remarks of House Homeland Security Chairman, Bernie G. Thompson:  

“Following the collapse of the World Trade Center, approximately 40,000 responders involved in the rescue, recovery, and cleanup were exposed to a mixture of dust, debris and smoke filled with lethal substances.  As time has gone on, firefighters, law enforcement officers, EMTs, and workers in the construction trades increasingly have gotten sick, most often with respiratory illnesses…. Subsequently, in August of 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast, flooding 80% of the city of New Orleans city with up to 15 feet of water.  Millions of gallons of oil were released from storage facilities and tons of wreckage from abandoned cars, homes, and refrigerators were left in its wake.  First responders – who came from all over the country to help the residents of Louisiana, and my home state of Mississippi – were exposed to filthy floodwater filled with agricultural and industrial waste and sewage. 

“However, there currently is not a system in place to adequately track their health and I worry that the long-term impacts may never be completely known.  In addition, we cannot forget the psychological trauma that our first responders are exposed to during tragedies like 9/11, Katrina and the Oklahoma City bombing. While working in these situations, they see things, and have experiences, that take a serious toll on their mental well-being. This often leads to post-traumatic stress disorder. 

“Currently, FEMA will fund short-term crisis counseling, but Federal assistance does not extend to psychiatric – and often long-term – treatment for conditions that stem from disasters. We need to examine whether the Federal government should do more in this area.  Effective health and safety should not be limited to monitoring and treating our heroes after they get sick. We should also be focused on preventive measures.  No firefighter, law enforcement officer, or EMT should go without the personnel protective 

equipment or training they need to be safe.” 

(15)  Senate HLS & Gov. Affairs Cmt. Confirmation Hearing for Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee Confirmation Hearing for Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge to be Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs and Chief Medical Officer, U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  December 12, 2007. At:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/testimony/testimony_1197414919242.shtm 

(16)  Updates to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website:  

Amongst the weekly updates to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website are modifications to: 

Bibliography of Emergency Management and Related References On-Hand. March 21, 2008, 743 pages. Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

Guide to Emergency Management and Related  Terms, Definitions, Concepts, Acronyms, Organizations, Programs, Guidance, & Executive Orders and Legislation. Emmitsburg, MD:  FEMA, Emergency Management Institute, March 21, 2008, 1121 pages.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Select%20EM-Related%20Terms%20and%20Definitions.doc 

(17)  Backlog of Unaddressed Emails: Started the day with 737 – ended with 682. 

Trust that all have or had a good weekend. 

The End 

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Project Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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