March 14, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Eleventh Annual FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference: 
Note 1:  Yesterday we sent over to the web-section a draft agenda for the June 2-5, 2008 EM HiEd Conference – for upload to the website – conference “box” near the top-center of the website – or directly at::  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference08.asp 

We have previously provided a “Conference Announcement,” Conference Application,” and “Conference Topics” sheet (now overtaken over by events with the development of the draft agenda).  None of these items have been uploaded to the EM HiEd Program website yet, but we trust that this will happen soon. 

All the application packets which we send to the designated points of contact for all the Emergency Management College Programs on “The College List” on the EM HiEd Website: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/ -- have been mailed and should have arrived by this time. 

For those who have not received an application packet who are interested in attending this “By Invitation” conference, please first wait until the information noted above has gone up onto the website so that it can be reviewed to make sure this event seems to be “up one’s alley.”  Then, contact preferably by email (very preferably) Barbara Johnson – Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov -- or Wayne Blanchard – wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov – and let us know of your interest.  We will need to know organizational affiliation and brief note on why one wants to receive an invitation. Since the application will soon be up on the EM HiEd Website one can just wait until then, download the form and either fax it or mail it to the Admissions Office.  Unless one’s name is on the “Invite List” which the EM HiEd Program maintains, though, the application will not be accepted and the procedure established is that contact information concerning the applicant will be forwarded to one of us with EM HiEd to make contact and based on information received make a determination on whether to accept or not.  The Goals and Objectives document in the conference “box” noted above describes our first priority audiences.  Exceptions are made, though we do look to screen out vendors, at the request of previous conference participants. 

The NETC Admissions Office has indicated that no application will be accepted unless it arrives directly in the Admissions Office – so please do not send an application form to Wayne Blanchard or Barbara Johnson. 
(2)  FEMA Headquarters and FEMA Regional Responsibilities – FEMA Press Release 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – March 14, 2008 -- Officials from the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced the transfer of specific preparedness administrative and operational authority roles from FEMA Headquarters to the FEMA Regional Administrators. This transfer of responsibilities will significantly enhance FEMA's capability to develop a National preparedness system.  Go to:   FEMA Strengthens Preparedness Levels By Realigning Organizational Structures 

(3)  National Incident Management System College Course Development Contract: 
Shorter than usual EM HiEd Report today in that much of the day was devoted to putting together a Statement of Work, Evaluation Criteria, Government Cost Estimate, etc, etc, for a contract to develop an upper division, 4 credit hour, college course, complete with a lab feature (thus 4 credit hours).  When finalized, this contract package, which has been approved by management in principle, and to be funded by NIMS, will go to the NETC Procurement Office for advertisement and solicitation for proposals.  Proposals will be reviewed, the best proposal accepted from a technical and cost interaction perspective, and an award made – prior to September 30, 2008. 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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