March 13, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  DHS Deputy Inspector General Matt Jadacki Prepared Statement House Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security: 
Statement for the Record Matt Jadacki, Deputy Inspector General, U.S. Department of Homeland Security Before the Subcommittee on Homeland Security Committee on Appropriations, U.S. House of Representatives, March 13, 2008 (PDF, 12 Pages - 85 KB) http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/testimony/OIGtm_MJ_031308.pdf 

Note:  Mr. Jadacki’s office has been in communication with the EM HiEd Program about delivering a presentation at this year’s June 2-5, 2008 EM HiEd Conference.  While not tied down, as much as such things can, it looks like Mr. Jadacki can present on Thursday morning, June 5th. 

(2)  Eleventh Annual FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Notes: 
Note 1:  Received confirmation today from Dr. Emily Bentley, Assistant Professor and Director of the Homeland Security and Emergency Management Program at Savannah State University, GA, that she and Dr. Deden Rukmana, Assistant Professor and Graduate Coordinator of the Master of Science in Urban Studies Program at Savannah State will be co-presenting a conference breakout session the afternoon of June 3rd on:  Teaching Improved Approaches Better Outcomes for Vulnerability Populations.  Below is an abstract of this approximately 2-hour Breakout Session: 

Based on recent disaster experience and the potential for increasing impacts of natural and human-caused hazards, emergency management and homeland security students need the ability to assimilate comprehensive hazard and threat information and translate it into protective measures that effectively reach all segments of a community, particularly the most vulnerable populations. This session will explore approaches to teaching social vulnerability concepts and proposed research work using those concepts, application of geographic information systems, and the experiences of local emergency management practitioners and vulnerable residents to distill key practices, challenges, and areas for improvement.  

For additional information Dr. Bentley can be reached at:  bentleye@savstate.edu 

Note 2:  Forwarded a 1st rough working draft of the conference agenda to the webmaster to upload to the EM HI-ED Program Website, where it should be accessible shortly.  At 17 pages it is too large to post here – last year’s final agenda was 36-pages – which is probably about where we will end this year.  Will do another note the day the Agenda goes up on the website – any day now. 

(3)  FEMA Administrator Prepared Statement, House Appropriations FY 2009 Hearing: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.   Statement of R. David Paulison, Administrator, on the Fiscal Year 2009 President’s Budget Before the Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives.  March 11, 2008, 10 pages. Accessed at: http://www.fema.gov/about/paulison/testimony/2007.shtm 

(4)  Homeland Security Grants – Improving Homeland Security? 
Strohm, Chris.  “Appropriators Urge DHS to See if Grants are Improving Security.”  Gov.  Executive, 12Mar08. http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39505&dcn=todaysnews 

Excerpt:  

House lawmakers Tuesday called on the Homeland Security Department to develop a plan to track how billions of dollars in grant funding have been spent by state and local governments since 2002.  They said they also want the department to define the minimum standards that emergency responders around the country should be striving to meet.  "The grant funding equation depends on several variables, including our ability to measure and reduce risk, and on how the requirements we place on our state and local partners are defined," said House Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman David Price, D-N.C., during a hearing to examine the department's grant programs.  "The federal government must clearly articulate the minimum capabilities and requirements expected of them and their first responders, and the grant funding we provide must be related to helping them meet those capabilities and requirements," Price added. 
Although state and local governments have been given about $20 billion in grants since 2002, the department has never developed a way to monitor and measure what has been achieved with the aid or if national homeland security capabilities have been strengthened, according to GAO.  "We still know little about how states have used federal funds to build their capabilities or reduce risks," testified William Jenkins, GAO's director of homeland security and justice issues. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency was given responsibility for Homeland Security grant programs a year ago under legislation approved by Congress.  FEMA Administrator David Paulison told the subcommittee his agency will have a plan by August to measure the effectiveness of grant funding.  "We've put out $23.7 billion worth of grants and so far nobody's done an assessment of what kind of an impact is it having," Paulison said in an interview. "Is it working or not?"  He said the assessment will examine what impact grants have had and whether it has increased security across the country. "I really do think we've had an impact but there's nothing tangible that says that," he said. 
(5)  Introduction to Homeland Security: Understanding Terrorism with an Emergency Management Perspective, 1st Edition. 
Wiley Pathways has just published a new book by Dr. David A. McEntire, Associate Professor and PH.D. Coordinator, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas.  Dr. McEntire has lead or been involved in a number of EM Hi-Ed Projects, such as Developing the Emergency Response Management and Operations HiEd Course -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/drom.asp -- and the Disciplines and EM Book -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/ddemtextbook.asp --.  An abstract from the Wiley Pathways website about this book is provided below:  

Readers need to be aware more than ever before of the increased number of threats this country faces. Introduction to Homeland Security: Understanding Terrorism with an Emergency Management Perspective provides important and up-to-date information about terrorism, terrorist behavior, homeland security policies and dilemmas, and how to deal effectively with threats and the consequences of attacks. This book provides a foundation that spans the readily apparent chasm between the disaster and homeland security communities. Its focus on terrorism may help to educate those who do not yet understand the need to prepare for this significant threat. Its concentration on emergency management will remind homeland security officials that reinventing of the wheel is not only unnecessary, but problematic. Introduction to Homeland Security will be useful to scholars, students, and practitioners interested or involved in homeland security and emergency management. 

For more information on the book, including free access to one of the chapters, go to: 

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047012752X.html 

(6)  NIMS FY 2008 Compliance Slide Presentation: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  National Incident Management System FY 2008 NIMS Compliance.  FEMA, National Integration Center, Incident Management Systems Integration Division, March 2008, 20-page slide set. Accessed at: http://www.gema.state.ga.us/ohsgemaweb.nsf/9c891f3a609dca46852570c8005a2d64/66d7bf50f1058b3285257236005931d9/$FILE/FY%202008%20NIMS%20Compliance.ppt 
The End. 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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