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(1)  Disaster Housing – FEMA Announces The Plan – But Not The Strategy: 
FEMA's 2008 Disaster Housing Plan establishes a safe, flexible approach for addressing the housing needs of citizens victimized by hurricanes and all major disasters in accordance with the Robert T. Stafford Act. Importantly, the Plan incorporate FEMA's new, stringent air quality specifications for factory-built housing units, as well as assures definitive testing protocol for units not built to specifications 

The plan involves four priority actions: 

        Maximize Available Housing Resources 

        Use Traditional Forms of Interim Housing 

        Employ Innovative Forms of Interim Housing 

        Authorize Permanent Construction 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  2008 Disaster Housing Plan:  FEMA Releases Operational Guidance for Housing Disaster Victims.  Washington, DC:  FEMA News Release, June 10, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=43786 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  2008 Disaster Housing Plan.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, June 10, 2008, 6 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/media/2008/dhp_08.pdf 

  

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  FAQ:  2008 Disaster Housing Plan (News Release).  Wash., DC:  10 June  2008.  At:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=43784 

 (2)  Fusion Center Items: 
Congressional Research Service (John Rollins).  Fusion Centers:  Issues and Options for Congress.  January 18, 2008, 99 pages.  At:  http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/intel/RL34070.pdf 

The value proposition for fusion centers is that by integrating various streams 

of information and intelligence, including that flowing from the federal government, 

state, local, and tribal governments, as well as the private sector, a more accurate 

picture of risks to people, economic infrastructure, and communities can be 

developed and translated into protective action. The ultimate goal of fusion is to 

prevent manmade (terrorist) attacks and to respond to natural disasters and manmade 

threats quickly and efficiently should they occur. As recipients of federal 

government-provided national intelligence, another goal of fusion centers is to model 

how events inimical to U.S. interests overseas may be manifested in their 

communities, and align protective resources accordingly. There are several risks to 

the fusion center concept — including potential privacy and civil liberties violations, 

and the possible inability of fusion centers to demonstrate utility in the absence of future terrorist attacks, particularly during periods of relative state fiscal austerity. (p. 2) 

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Federal Efforts Are Helping to Alleviate Some Challenges Encountered by State and Local Information Fusion Centers.  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Committees (GAO-08-636T), October 2007, 117 pages.  Accessed at:  http://gao.gov/new.items/d08477.pdf 
While fusion centers vary, reflecting differences in state and local needs, the Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007 (9/11 Commission Act) defines a fusion center as a “collaborative effort of two or more federal, state, local, or tribal government agencies that combine resources, expertise, or information with the goal of maximizing the ability of such agencies to detect, prevent, investigate, apprehend, and respond to criminal or terrorist activity.” (p. 1) 
…. officials in many (43 of 58) of the fusion centers we contacted described their centers as operational as of September 2007.9 These centers were generally created by state and local governments to improve information sharing across levels of government and to prevent terrorism or other threats….. The majority of the centers had scopes of operations and missions that included more than just counterterrorism-related activities, such as a focus on all crimes or all hazards. Adopting a broader focus helped provide information about all threats and increased the center’s sustainability, for instance, by including additional stakeholders who could provide staff and support, and is consistent with the definition of a fusion center in the 9/11 Commission Act. (p. 3) 
Nenneman, Milton.  An Examination of State and Local Fusion Centers and Data Collection Methods.  Monterey, CA:  Naval Postgraduate School Thesis, March 2008, 139 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fas.org/irp/eprint/fusion.pdf 

State and local fusion centers have emerged in a rather rapid manner throughout the country. This is a natural reaction to the unexpected attack of 9/11. Local officials wanted more intelligence to prepare them to protect their communities against any such unimagined attack in their jurisdiction. Many officials also felt they were not being provided sufficient information from the federal intelligence community to protect their 

communities and that some information was being withheld (it has not been demonstrated that this information actually exists). However, with the recent influx of fusion centers has come a wide range of applications and expectations, and more than a little dissatisfaction, with the outcome of the fusion center efforts…. (p. 1) 

A further problem with the regional fusion centers and information collection is 

that there is, more often than not, insufficient purely “terrorist” activity to support a 

multi-jurisdictional and multi-governmental level fusion center that exclusively processes 

terrorist activity. If a fusion center (outside of perhaps NY, LA or DC) were to rely solely on terrorist data to process, I would argue the analysts’ skills would atrophy, as would their interest, from a lack of relevant work. Additionally, due to the paucity of strictly terrorist information, the emergency responder community would soon forget the how or why of reporting information to the fusion center, regardless of any marketing or promotional campaigns to garner interest and participation. (p. 2) 

(3)  Email Backlog:  685 in the am;  702 in the pm – going in the wrong direction again (not for the first time, some would be quick to add!). 

The End. 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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