July 24, 2008 FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Educations Program Report
(1)  FEMA Snow Assistance and Severe Winter Storm Policy – Policy Change Review: 
Received today the following note from the IAEM Policy Advisor: 

FEMA Proposed Snow Assistance and Severe Winter Storm Policy Released for Comment 

  
Today, July 24, DHS released a proposed Snow policy for 30 day comment.  The proposed policy and the FEMA press release are attached and will be posted on the IAEM web site.  

  

For details, please review the attached policy. However, some highlights of the  new policy, according to the FEMA Press release follow: 
FEMA would evaluate declaration requests under the criteria for a major disaster declaration, not an emergency declaration, (current policy allows request for either) 

The proposed policy maintains the present criteria that a county experience a record, or near-record, snowfall, but would change the methodology used by FEMA to determine whether a snowfall qualifies as a record or near-record snowfall.  Under the proposed policy, FEMA would compare the highest National Weather Service historical record in a county (rather than the lowest as currently used) to the NWS station with the highest current event snowfall within a county to determine if the snowfall event exceeds or is near a true record for a county. 

The proposed policy would also require that the state meet the criteria for a major disaster declaration. a governor  must take appropriate action under state law and direct execution of the state's emergency plan; must also furnish information on the nature and amount of state and local resources that have been, or will be committed to responding to the disaster, provide an estimate of the amount and severity of damage and the impact on the private and public sector, and provide an estimate of the type and amount of assistance needed under the Stafford Act; will need to certify that, for the current disaster, state and local government obligations and expenditures will comply with all applicable cost-sharing requirements. 

The proposed policy would be used by FEMA for its consideration in making recommendations to the president.  It does not bind the ability of the president, in his discretion, to declare an emergency or major disaster in response to the given event. 

The proposed snow policy  is Docket ID FEMA-2005-0005 at http://www.regulations.gov. 

(2)  Hazardous Materials: 
International Association of Fire Chiefs.  2007 Hazardous Materials Roundtable (October 10-11, 2007) Final Report.  Fairfax, VA:  IAFC, July 15, 2008, 14 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.iafc.org/associations/4685/files/haz_hazMtrlsRoundtblReport07.pdf 

(3)  National Incident Management Systems – Upper Division College Course Outline: 
Received today from lead course developer, George Haddow, George Washington University, a revised draft of the course outline, incorporating modifications from Tuesday’s focus group meting here at EMI.  Will forward the outline to the EMI Web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Courses section – Courses Under Development subsection – where it should be accessible soon at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursesunderdev.asp 

(4)  Pandemic 
Roos, Robert and Lisa Schnirring.  “New Pandemic Vaccine Plan Keeps Focus on Critical Workers.”  CIDRAP News, July 23, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/jul2308vaccine.html 

See:  

Department of Health and Human Services and Department of Homeland Security.  Guidance on Allocating and Targeting Pandemic Influenza Vaccine.  Washington, DC:  HHS & DHS, July 22, 2008, 26 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.pandemicflu.gov/vaccine/allocationguidance.pdf 

(5)  Target Capabilities List Implementation Project – EIIP Virtual Forum Transcript: 
Sullivan, Robert and Edward Dolan.  “The Target Capabilities List Implementation Project:  Assessing Our Nation’s Preparedness.”  EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation Transcript, July 23, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc080723.htm 

On this topic, one might also consult: 

FEMA, TCL Implementation Project, Content for Listserve Distribution, June 13, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nasemso.org/documents/FEMATCLImplementationProject.pdf 
(6)  Terrorism Threat Perceptions: 
Johnston, David.  “A City’s Police Force Now Doubts Terror Focus.”  New York Times, 24Jul08.  At:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/24/us/24terror.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper&oref=slogin 

(7)  Email Backlog:  538 
(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  9717 

(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Temporary Suspension:  Will not be in the office on Friday, July 25; will be giving a presentation at a FEMA Region I event on Monday July 28, and expect to post the next EM Hi-Ed Report on or about July 31. 

Trust that all have a good weekend. 
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