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(1)  DC Homeland Security Chief Press Interview: 
Stein, Jeff.  “D.C. Homeland Security Chief Predicts Chaos in Event of Nuke Attack.”  CQ Homeland Security, July 18, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?parm1=5&docID=hsnews-000002921429 

(2)  DHS Secretary Cher off on Kline berg NYT Article on Citizen Preparedness 
Department of Homeland Security.  Secretary Chertoff’s Remarks to the Four Corners Homeland Security Coalition.  Ignacio, CO, July 7, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/speeches/sp_1216648220881.shtm 

What I say…wherever I go in the country, whether it’s here, whether it’s in the Gulf Coast, whether it’s in the northwest, is that in the end, preparedness is not just a governmental responsibility. Whether at the federal government, state government, tribal government or local government, it is able individual responsibility, down to the family level and the local business level. We know that disaster can strike at any moment, and taking steps ahead of time is the best way to increase your chances of survival and effective response if you mitigate the harm of the disaster…. 

You can do this. People can do this. I was disheartened to read an article in the newspaper the other day where some sociologist had surveyed a bunch of people and they were saying, “Well, you know, it’s just too complicated. We can’t do it. We can’t pay attention to it. It’s too hard.” I don’t believe that. I think if you look at the spirit…of this country and this part of the country, and the spirit that the people bring to living in a land that can sometimes be inhospitable and harsh, I have no doubt that we can do this, that we know -- we can figure out a plan, we can practice the plan, we can prepare ourselves and we can take it as seriously as the people who work in that natural gas plant, or as all of our ancestors did, in facing some of the hardships of living in a part of the country that is beautiful, but where nature can also be very challenging. 

The article referenced by the Secretary is: 

Klinenberg, Eric.  “Are you Ready for the Next Disaster?  NYT Magazine, July 6, 2008.  At:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/06/magazine/06wwln-idealab-t.html?ex=1216008000&en=28d240a9d32555da&ei=5070&emc=eta1 

Excerpts from that article: 

Historically…public-preparedness campaigns have proved to be even less successful than the current administration’s attempts at disaster relief. The obstacles are formidable. Disaster psychology tells us that few of us judge the risk of prospective hazards accurately, or take sensible precautions even if we do. We may believe that something terrible will happen in our nation or even our in city, but we tend to think it won’t touch us directly. Moreover, we’re often skeptical of official advice about public safety…. 

Consider the cold war. During the 1950s, that golden age of trust, compliance and conformity, the federal government encouraged communities to develop civil-defense programs to reduce the harm from prospective military attacks. According to Irwin Redlener, author of “Americans at Risk: Why We Are Not Prepared for Megadisasters and What We Can Do Now,” surveys at the time showed that although nearly two-thirds of Americans thought that nuclear war was possible, only 4.5 percent of U.S. citizens participated in civil-defense programs, and 6.5 percent “said they would follow instructions of civil-defense wardens” in an attack. Nineteen percent “said they did not know what they would do or they would do nothing.” 

Even when people live in close proximity to major hazards, they may not take an interest in preparedness. In the 1970s, the sociologist Peter Rossi reported that in California, where he did an influential study of nine disaster-prone communities, “earthquakes are seen to be substantially less serious” than inflation, welfare, crime and even pornography. This, he wrote, was a “truly stunning result.” 

In July and October 2005, the N.Y.U. Center for Catastrophe Preparedness and Response found that 50 percent of survey respondents reported their preparedness level as “about the same” after 9/11 as it was before, while 4 percent said they were either “somewhat less prepared” or “much less prepared.” A second study showed that Americans responded to Katrina by losing confidence in the government’s ability to assist in crises and losing interest in their own…. 

What prevents us from preparing for disasters? Some of the reasons are readily apparent. Bad advice and false alarms discourage all of us from listening to authorities; the government’s calls for us to build atomic shelters or heed code-orange alerts have done more harm than good. For the poor, scrambling to make it through the small crises of everyday life is far more urgent than planning for a possible emergency, and investing time in preparedness efforts seems relatively unimportant. For everyone, there are opportunity costs involved in preparing yourself and your family for a catastrophe that’s unlikely to happen. 

But the puzzle persists. The great majority of us believe that there are things we can do to reduce our vulnerability (and our family’s too), and we have enough time and money to do them. So what’s keeping us? 

Rather than speculate, in 2006 I organized a series of focus groups and interviews with New York City residents (some prepared, some unprepared, some who were here on 9/11, some who arrived after). One major concern I heard was that there are simply too many things to worry about. Participants complained about having to prepare for too many specific disaster possibilities and in turn feeling overwhelmed, if not helpless. Their list of disasters was daunting: another terrorist attack, perhaps a dirty bomb that would require evacuation, or an assault on the subways. An infectious disease. A heat wave leading to prolonged power outages (like the regional one in 2003, or the Queens outage of 2006). A hurricane. 

The problem, some said, is that each situation requires a different survival strategy. It’s hard to keep track of all the details without turning yourself into a survivalist and scaring off your family and friends. If there’s a heat wave, for instance, we’re told to drink plenty of water, check up on neighbors and go to cooling centers. If there’s smallpox or avian flu, we should avoid social contact. If there’s a dirty bomb and we’re fortunate enough to be far from the detonation, we evacuate. Wait — maybe we hunker down?.... 

“…many people simply don’t want to live in a culture of preparedness. The notion is off-putting, and downright scary for some, because it seems to place fear and defensiveness at the center of our public and private lives. Careful planning means dwelling on the uncomfortable topics of our own mortality, the vulnerability of our loved ones and the fragility of our planet, and there’s a psychological price to be paid for that. 

Its little wonder that we are loath to acknowledge the hazards we face. It’s easier to hope for good luck. But with the threats of climate change, violent weather, unconventional warfare and uncontrollable diseases lurking everywhere, it’s hard to maintain a rational case against basic preparedness. We can (and should) argue about the excesses of our new homeland-security policies, but isn’t developing a household emergency plan something all of us can (and should) do? 

(3)  House Homeland Security Com. Chairman Thompson on Midwest Flood Response: 

From July 18 letter from Representative Bennie G. Thompson to DHS Secretary Chertoff and FEMA Administrator Paulison: 

“On behalf of the Committee on Homeland Security, I am writing to commend the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), specifically the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA), for its performance during the most recent floods in the Midwest. 

FEMA’s disaster operation was impressive.  Especially noteworthy was FEMA’s coordination with the Army Corps of Engineers, which collaborated with the private sector to distribute nearly four million liters of water, deliver almost 200,000 ready-to-eat meals, set-up thirty mobile disaster recovery centers, and assist threatened communities with more than 12.8 million sandbags to hold back-buckling levees… 

The entire letter is at:  http://homeland.house.gov/SiteDocuments/20080718155723-52042.pdf 

(4)  Incident Management Systems and NIMS – College Course Development Project: 
Approved today a Task Order from C2 Technologies, which is the Office of Personnel Management provided project management team for this two year course development project.  Task Order 1 covers attendance and work at tomorrow’s (July 22-23) focus group meeting of the course development team, invited subject matter experts, ourselves and a C2 Technologies representative.  The purpose of the focus group meeting is to kick-off this college course development project with a meeting of the minds on the scope of the 2-year course development project, the arrangement of course sessions – 15, 30, or 45 – and the titles and main objective of each course session.  

(5)  Loy on Homeland Security Advice: 

Loy, James M. (USCG Admiral, Ret.)  “How the Next President Can Improve Homeland Security.”  Washington Times, July 20, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/jul/20/how-the-next-president-can-improve-homeland-securi/ 

(6)  National Disaster Housing Strategy – Comment Draft Released (to some): 
Received today a FEMA Press Release which states: 

The Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act called for a National Disaster Housing Strategy and provided FEMA with the opportunity to describe how the Nation provides housing to those affected by disasters and chart a new direction to better meet the needs of disaster victims and communities. A draft version of the Strategy is available for public comment and is being reviewed by key partner, including FEMA's National Advisory Committee, the National Council on Disabilities, Federal Departments and Agencies, the American Red Cross and organizations representing tribal, State and local governments for review and comment. 

More information, but not the draft strategy can be accessed at the following link found in the Press Release:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=45191  To go to the “Strategy” go to:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=45190 

(7)  Training & Exercises: 
Royds, James.  “Cultural Conditioning – The Training Dilemma.”  Continuity Central, July 18, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.continuitycentral.com/feature0597.html 

Excerpt:  Louis Pasteur once observed that ‘chance favours only the prepared mind’. In the context of business continuityhttp://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/08conf/Conference%20Agenda%20-%20Draft.doc management this implies that no matter how prepared an organization is to profit from effective business continuity management; the probability or likelihood of being successful will be greatly enhanced if mental preparation or conditioning is favorable. Those who strive to, and achieve, greatness in business continuity often do so, not because they have better plans or better technology, but because the corporate mindset – the summation of all thinking people within the corporate realm - has been collectively tuned to a common or unifying purpose which ‘touches’ everyone, and with which all can identify. This is achieved not through business impact or risk assessment work - important though these stages are - but through a genuine programme of transformation which alters human behavior, values and culture. Or stage six of the eponymous BCM lifecycle. 
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