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(1)  Citizen Disaster Education and Preparedness:  

Klinenberg, Eric.  “Are you Ready for the Next Disaster?  New York Times Magazine, July 6, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/06/magazine/06wwln-idealab-t.html?ex=1216008000&en=28d240a9d32555da&ei=5070&emc=eta1 

…in 2006 I organized a series of focus groups and interviews with <<New York City>> residents (some prepared, some unprepared, some who were here on 9/11, some who arrived after). One major concern I heard was that there are simply too many things to worry about. Participants complained about having to prepare for too many specific disaster possibilities and in turn feeling overwhelmed, if not helpless. Their list of disasters was daunting: another terrorist attack, perhaps a dirty bomb that would require evacuation, or an assault on the subways. An infectious disease. A heat wave leading to prolonged power outages (like the regional one in 2003, or the <Queens> outage of 2006). A hurricane. 

The problem, some said, is that each situation requires a different survival strategy. It’s hard to keep track of all the details without turning yourself into a survivalist and scaring off your family and friends. If there’s a heat wave, for instance, we’re told to drink plenty of water, check up on neighbors and go to cooling centers. If there’s smallpox or avian flu, we should avoid social contact. If there’s a dirty bomb and we’re fortunate enough to be far from the detonation, we evacuate. Wait — maybe we hunker down? 

This leads to another issue. If megadisaster strikes, many people worry that they won’t have access to reliable information on how to protect themselves. After Katrina, there is widespread distrust of government officials and (despite their fine performance in <<New Orleans>>) of many in the media too. There’s also the question of whether communications channels will be open. Land lines, mobile-phone networks and Internet connections have failed during recent crises. Televisions and computers are useless when the power is out. Not everyone owns a battery-operated radio, and those who do can’t be confident that their local stations have reporters on hand to guide them out of harm’s way. 

Beyond that, many people simply don’t want to live in a culture of preparedness. The notion is off-putting, and downright scary for some, because it seems to place fear and defensiveness at the center of our public and private lives. Careful planning means dwelling on the uncomfortable topics of our own mortality, the vulnerability of our loved ones and the fragility of our planet, and there’s a psychological price to be paid for that. 

Its little wonder that we are loath to acknowledge the hazards we face. It’s easier to hope for good luck…. 

 Improving disaster preparedness is not merely a personal matter. Despite recent government blunders, there are many ways that public agencies and nongovernmental organizations can help. Start with the basics. A home emergency kit should not be a luxury item. The Department of Homeland Security, now the poster child for wasteful spending, could work with groups like the Red Cross to distribute subsidized emergency supplies to the poor. It could also do more to train and support the cash-strapped local organizations that protect vulnerable people on an everyday basis, because (as we learned in <<New Orleans>>) when disaster strikes, their ability to maintain operations will determine the fate of those most at risk. In <<San Francisco>>, the Fritz Institute recently developed the path-breaking BayPrep program, which helps local social-service agencies measure their disaster preparedness and become more disaster-resilient. It should be a national model, not a local exception contingent upon philanthropic financing, as it is today. 
We must also recognize that community organization is essential for disaster preparation. The two deadliest recent <U.S.> environmental disasters, Katrina and the 1995 <<Chicago>> heat wave, highlighted the vulnerability of socially isolated people, for whom the safe house becomes a tomb. Efforts to build strong, durable connections among neighbors, local organizations, businesses and government agencies will help improve community resilience in crises of all kinds. Here, reputation to the contrary, New Yorkers are exemplary. Consider the way they supported one another on 9/11 and during the blackout of 2003. Or the fact that participants in my focus groups, even those who were reluctant to prepare on their own, said they believed that they’ll be able to rely on co-workers, neighbors and fellow citizens when the next disaster strikes. When everyone has reason to feel this way, we’ll be more secure than we are today. 

Eric Klinenberg, professor of sociology at N.Y.U., is the author of “Heat Wave: A Social Autopsy of Disaster in <Chicago>” and “Fighting for Air: The <Battle> to Control <<America>>’s Media.” 
(2)  Disaster Response:  

McNeill, <<Jena>> Baker.  “Beltway-Centric Approach to Disaster Response is a Recipe for Disaster.”  Heritage Foundation, June 18, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.heritage.org/Research/Homelandsecurity/wm1960.cfm 

On June 11, 2008, the House Homeland Security Committee (HHSC) held a hearing to examine whether the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is ready to lead relief efforts in the event of a major <<U.S.>> catastrophe. Despite the vast amount of resources dedicated to improving DHS's disaster-response capacity, the consensus of the hearing was that the organization is unprepared to provide adequate post-disaster leadership. 

Given the number of cataclysmic events that have recently befallen the <<United States>> and the tax revenue spent combating the ineffective responses to these events, the hearing's conclusion is problematic. Yet the answer to this dilemma is that <<Washington>> should do less, not more. Congress must recognize the federal government's limitations with regard to disaster response and press DHS to facilitate the creation of a comprehensive grassroots response network comprising federal, state, and local governments as well as nonprofits and the private sector. 

(3)  Emergency Management and Homeland Secutity – Not Synonymous: 
Jaffin, Bob.  “Education:  Emergency Management and Homeland Security Aren’t the Same.”  Emergency Management (Government Technology), June 27, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/365421 

Deciphering Specialties 
Emergency management and homeland security are not the same, nor are they two differing views of the same core competencies. They draw on some of the same supporting specialties, they are both multidisciplinary by definition and regularly overlap, especially at the operational or post-event level. 

To use a very crude and rather limited set of comparisons: 

        Emergency management is very local and is about preserving life, property and, with voter approved limitations, ensuring freedom. 



        Homeland security starts as far from home as possible and is about denying freedom to those who believe violence and intimidation are legitimate means to an end. 



        Building on that, emergency management is a specific and critical function of local government, while homeland security is essentially, but not solely, a federal government function. 



        Using a different lens, emergency management focuses on science, facts and the environment in its broadest sense, while homeland security focuses on people, beliefs and ideology….. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) absorbed the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) including FEMA's mission, but has yet to figure out how to manage that mission. In crafting the DHS, Congress has created a multibillion dollar funding stream for training, education and research, but it also consistently uses language that has forced everyone - not just academic institutions - to alter their product offerings so they meet what are basically arbitrary, and oftentimes capricious, homeland security definitions terms, and conditions - not emergency management definitions, terms and conditions. 

The size of that funding stream and the limiting language that the DHS adopted has led to the creation of many new programs in homeland security. This is all well and good, but unfortunately the larger effect has been a slowdown in emergency management funding, the forcing of many institutions to reconfigure existing and planned emergency management programs to look like homeland security programs so they qualify for DHS money, and the general de-emphasis on the critical importance of a separate emergency management discipline - all to further solidify a DHS supremacy…. 

Neither discipline is inherently more important or better than the other. The issue is determining your strengths and deciding how or where you want to grow…. 

If you want to help build strong and resilient communities and contribute directly to your community's well-being on a daily basis - whether that community is local, regional or state - then emergency management is the track to pursue.   

If you want to protect the public from bad people, then homeland security is the track to pursue. 

[Commentary anyone?] 

(4)  FEMA Local Mitigation Planning Guidance: 
Found on the Disaster Resistant University Discussion List today, a PDF file of the below-noted document.  Could not find it on the FEMA external website. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Local Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance.  <<Washington>, <DC>>:  FEMA, July 1, 2008, 91 pages.  

Mitigation:  “Hazard mitigation is any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to human life and property from hazards.  Mitigation activities may be implemented prior to, during, or after an incident.  However, it has been demonstrated that hazard mitigation is most effective when based on an inclusive, comprehensive, long-term plan that is developed before a disaster occurs.” (FEMA, Local Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance, July 1, 2008, p. 3) 

Mitigation Plans, Common Elements Within Successful Plans:  “The most successful of mitigation plans – where practical, meaningful mitigation actions resulted – have two common elements:  

        Comprehensive risk and capability assessments that form a solid foundation for decision making; and 
        Participation by a wide range of stakeholders who plan a role in identifying and implementing mitigation actions.”  (FEMA, Local Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance, July 1, 2008, p. 4) 
(5)  Hurricane Insurance: 
Mayer, Matt A.  “Hurricane Insurance:  Forcing All to Subsidize the Few:”  Heritage Foundation,  June 26, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.heritage.org/Research/Homelandsecurity/wm1972.cfm 

Congress is considering disaster insurance legislation that represents a bigger danger to the American economy than a catastrophic hurricane season, ignoring the basic principles of how the incentives, disincentives, and assumption of the risk in markets really work. With the stark lesson from forty years of the National Flood Insurance Program that subsidizing risky behavior (building a home in a known floodplain) inevitably leads to more of that risky behavior (rebuilding in the floodplain), creating a similar program for hurricane zones is a very bad idea. Ultimately, such a program might create conditions for future disasters that make the aftermath of Katrina pale in comparison. Yet, last November, the House passed the Homeowners' Defense Act, a bill that would have the perverse affect of putting communities more—not less—at risk…. 
Most states in <<America>> are relatively safe from catastrophic natural disasters. The citizens living in those states should not be forced to subsidize those Americans who freely choose to live in a higher risk state. The Homeowners' Defense Act will distort the insurance market and encourage risky behavior. Congress must stop federalizing disasters across <<America>> and let the markets determine the appropriate rates for homeowners insurance. Rather than creating another massive federal program through the Homeowners' Defense Act, Congress should adopt a different strategy: letting the market due its job. 

(6)  National Council of Disability Monograph on People with Disabilities and EM: 
In carrying its mission during quarterly meetings, the National Council on Disability (NCD) believes it is vital to hear from communities around the country on what works and what does not for people with disabilities. NCD held its first 2008 quarterly public hearing/meeting in <<New Orleans>> from January 28 to the 30th. Among the agenda items for discussion were emergency preparedness issues and the disability community. What follows is a monograph outlining key issues raised and discussions from invited subject matter experts in the field of disability and emergency management and public comment. 

This monograph…represents the proceedings of our January 2008 quarterly meeting. It is part of a one-year research project on disability issues and disasters that NCD is conducting. The information in this monograph is being released at this time for use by people with disabilities, first responders, policy makers and communities who are actively involved in using lessons learned to improve their emergency preparedness efforts. 

National Council on Disability.  Quarterly Meeting: People with Disabilities and Emergency Management (29 Jan 2008, <<New Orleans>>).  <<Washington>, <DC>>:  NCD:  July 7, 2008, 21 pages.  At:  http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2008/doc/Proceedings_Monograph.doc) 

(7)  University of <<New Orleans>> – Looking to fill Disaster Mitigation Planning Faculty Position: 
Received from Dr. John Kiefer, Department of Political Science at UNO, a request to post the following solicitation relating to filling a teaching position at UNO: 

The Department of Planning and Urban Studies at the <<University> of <New Orleans>> seeks applications for an Associate or Assistant Professor in the area of disaster mitigation planning effective January 2009. We are a dynamic, young faculty looking for an energetic person who wants to participate in the recovery of a truly unique city. Qualified candidates must hold a Ph.D. in urban planning or a related field. Professional experience in the area of disaster mitigation planning is highly desirable. We are particularly interested in hiring an individual with the following research interests and experience: communities’ capacities to reduce disaster impacts; sustainability in light of environmental hazards; and, environmental justice in disaster mitigation. 
The candidate for this position will teach undergraduate and graduate courses in an interdisciplinary disaster mitigation planning specialization and is expected to maintain an active sponsored research agenda in this area. The multi-disciplinary <<UNO> <Center>> for Hazards Assessment, Response and Technology (CHART) facilitates research collaboration on topics related to mitigation. We will begin to review applications on August 1, 2008 and will continue until the position is filled. 
The University of New Orleans, a member of the Louisiana State University system, has a post-Katrina enrollment of over 11,000 students and offers a broad range of academic programs, nearly one-quarter of which are at the master’s or doctoral level. UNO is an SREB Four-Year 2 institution, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University-Intensive, and a COC/SACS Level VI institution. The Department of Planning and Urban Studies offers three graduate degrees: the Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP); the Master of Science in Urban Studies; and the Ph.D. in Urban Studies as well as a B.S. in Urban Studies and Planning. The department’s MURP program is currently the only accredited professional planning program within the three states of <Louisiana>, <Mississippi>, and <<Arkansas>>. Department faculty and students have been actively engaged in post-Katrina rebuilding efforts. 
Contact Information: 
Candidates should send statement of interest, vita, and list of three references to: Jane S. Brooks, Department Chair, Dept. of Planning & Urban Studies, Math Bldg. 308, UNO, 2000 Lakeshore Drive, New Orleans, LA 70148 or email: psimon@uno.edu Visit www.planning.uno.edu for a profile of the department as well as course descriptions. 
(8)   Email Backlog:  552 
(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  9147 subscribers 

The End. 
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