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(1)  Biosecurity in New York City: 
Hsu, Spencer S.  “New York Presses To Deploy More Bioweapons Sensors:  DHS Priority is Development of Next-Generation Devices.”  Washington Post, January 9, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/01/08/AR2008010803892.html?hpid=topnews 

[Excerpt:  “Five years ago, officials here note, the Bush administration was prodding local authorities to move faster to detect the use of biological weapons and pouring billions into biosecurity-related initiatives. New York leaders now say the administration's enthusiasm and sense of urgency has flagged in its final year in office.” 
(2)  Citizen Disaster Preparedness: 
Bluestein, Greg.  “Katrina General Retiring From the Army.” Associated Press, Jan. 8, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/01/08/AR2008010802353_pf.html 

[Excerpt: The gruff, cigar-chomping general who led federal troops into New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina is convinced America hasn't learned its lesson from the storm.  As Lt. Gen. Russel Honore gets ready to retire from the Army and hand over his command on Friday, he says he wants to spend the rest of his life creating a "culture of preparedness" to prevent another post-disaster disaster.  "There's an attitude everywhere else that people are smarter than they are in New Orleans and in Mississippi. They're not," the 60-year-old general said… "What happened in New Orleans could have happened anywhere on the Eastern Seaboard…. In this new normal, with the possibility of terrorist attacks, natural disasters and industrial accidents, we need this culture of preparedness," he said. "A vast part of America still thinks, `That couldn't happen where I live.' And they are dead damn wrong."] 
(3)  DHS Color-Coded Threat Advisory System: 
Strohm, Chris.  “Homeland Security Chairman Questions Value of Color-Coded Threat System.”  Government Executive, January 8, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0108/010808cdpm2.htm 

[Excerpt:  “House Homeland Security Chairman Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., has reopened a debate about whether the nation's color-coded threat advisory system should be overhauled or scrapped. The system, which uses five colors to reflect probability of a terrorist attack, was created in March 2002 before the Homeland Security Department came into existence. 
"With minor exceptions, the system has remained virtually unaltered since its inception," Thompson wrote in a letter last week to Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. "While the system may have been sufficient initially, with the formation of the department and the many developments in the area of domestic homeland security that occurred since 2002, it may be prudent to re-examine the current sufficiency of this color-coded advisory system."] 
(4)  Disaster Risk Reduction: 
Benson, Charlotte, and John Twigg, with Tiziana Rottetto.  Tools for Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction:  Guidance Notes for Development Organizations.  Geneva Switzerland:  ProVention Consortium Secretariat, and International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, January 2007, 184 pages. Accessed at: http://www.proventionconsortium.org/?pageid=37&publicationid=130#130 

[Oops…missed this when it first came out about this time last year.  Excerpt:  “The development process does not necessarily reduce vulnerability to natural hazards. Instead, it can unwittingly create new forms of vulnerability or exacerbate existing ones, impeding efforts to reduce poverty and promote growth, sometimes with tragic consequences. ‘Win-win’ solutions for securing sustainable development, reducing poverty and strengthening hazard resilience, therefore, need to be explicitly and actively sought, particularly as climate change looks set to increase the incidence of droughts and floods and the intensity of windstorms. Such solutions are best derived by integrating disaster risk reduction strategies and measures within the overall development framework, viewing disaster risk reduction as an integral component of the development process  rather than as an end in its own right.”] 

(5)  Emergency Management Roundtable Doctrine Project: 
Received today for review prior to a meeting of the Emergency Management Roundtable here at EMI January 23-24, 2008, a revised draft of “Political Environment of Emergency Management: Operating in a Political Context,” by Mike Selves, immediate Past President of the International Association of Emergency Managers. 

(6)  Guide to Emergency Management and Related Terms and Definitions (Updated): 
Since the last update of the “Terms and Definitions” document, several documents have been reviewed in a search for the seemingly never-ending stream of new terms, definitions and acronyms.  Amongst the new documents reviewed is: 

Department of Homeland Security.  Federal Continuity Directive 2 (FCD 2):  Federal Executive Branch Mission Essential Function and Primary Mission Essential Function Identification and Submission Process.  Washington, DC:  DHS, FEMA Office of National Continuity Programs, November 2007, 34 pages.  Accessed at:  

http://www.all-hands.net/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=511&Itemid=68 

Shortcut to the site:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/termdef.asp 

(7)  Historical Interest Documents Scanned for Addition to “EM References” Webpage: 
Amongst the new additions to the “Historical Interest” subsection of the EM References section on the EM HiEd Project website, is: 

Office of Civil Defense Planning.  Civil Defense for National Security (Report to The Secretary of Defense).  Washington, DC:  OCDP, National Military Establishment, October 1, 1948, 319 pages.  [Known as the Hopley Report] 

Criteria for scanning is that a document must be previously inaccessible electronically on the Internet and determined to be of some historical interest – particularly for “History of Emergency Management” and “Introduction to Emergency Management” college courses.  Shortcut to the site:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highref.asp 

(8)  Maritime Terrorism and Security: 
Government Accountability Office.  Maritime Security:  Challenges in Preventing and Responding to Terrorist Attacks on Energy Commodity Tankers.  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters (GAO-08-141), December 10, 2007, 112 pages.  Accessed at: 

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-141 

[Abstract:  U. S. energy needs rest heavily on ship-based imports. Tankers bring 55 percent of the nation’s crude oil supply, as well as liquefied gases and refined products like jet fuel. This supply chain is potentially vulnerable in many places here and abroad, as borne out by several successful overseas attacks on ships and facilities. GAO’s review addressed (1) the types of threats to tankers and the potential consequences of a successful attack, (2) measures taken to protect tankers and challenges federal agencies face in making these actions effective, and (3) plans in place for responding to a successful attack and potential challenges stakeholders face in responding. GAO’s review spanned several foreign and domestic ports, and multiple steps to analyze data and gather opinions from agencies and stakeholders.  GAO recommends that cognizant agencies (1) plan for meeting a growing security workload for protecting liquefied natural gas shipments, (2) help ensure that ports plan for dealing with economic consequences of an attack, (3) integrate terrorism and spill response plans at the national and (4) local level, and (5) work to develop performance measures for emergency response. The agencies generally agreed with our recommendations, but the Department of Homeland Security took the final recommendation under advisement. 

(9)  Nuclear Terrorism/Attack: 
Butler, Declan.  “Nuclear War:  The Threat That Never Went Away.”  Nature News, January 9, 2008.  At:  http://www.nature.com/news/2008/080109/full/451114a.html 

[Subtitle:  “In the first of a series of articles covering nuclear issues, Declan Butler looks at the Nuclear non-proliferation treaty and finds that there has never been a better climate for negotiation.”] 

Levi, Michael.  “Fear and the Nuclear Terror Threat.”  USA Today, January 9, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20080109/opledewednesday.art.htm 

[Excerpt:  “Politicians love to scare the wits out of people, and nothing suits that purpose better than talking about nuclear terrorism…. Here's the reality. The nuclear threat is real and deserves our utmost attention. An atomic bomb detonated in the heart of a major American city could kill hundreds of thousands. But it would be tougher for terrorists to pull off a nuclear attack than many people assume. (A dirty bomb would be easier to make and deliver, but its impact would be far less severe.) Many intelligence professionals know that, but our political culture doesn't do moderation. The first step to getting smart about defense, then, is to bust some popular myths about nuclear terrorism…. Given the consequence of a successful attack, we'd be fools to convert from nuclear zealots who think the sky is falling to nuclear atheists who reject the existence of a real threat. But like a cop who leaves his Kevlar vest at home because he assumes that all bad guys have armor-piercing bullets, we'll miss opportunities to confront the threat if we exaggerate it. Better to be pragmatic agnostics: We should be skeptical if we're told that pulling off a nuclear attack is easy, but we should be smart about making it even harder.”] 
Nature (Editorial).  “Resurgent Nuclear Threats.”  Nature, Vol. 451, No. 107, January 10, 2008, Accessed at:  http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v451/n7175/full/451107a.html#top 

[Excerpt:  The world faces great risks from nuclear weapons that need to be urgently addressed by political leaders and scientists worldwide. There is now a window of opportunity to do so.”] 
Vartabedian, Ralph.  “How the U.S. Seeks to Avert Nuclear Terror.”  Los Angeles Times, January 6, 2007.  Accessed at: 

http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-na-nuke6jan06,0,5199331,full.story?coll=la-news-science 

[Excerpt:  “After everything else fails, we come in," said Deborah A. Wilber, the scientist who directs the Office of Emergency Response at the Energy Department's National Nuclear Security Administration. "I don't believe it is a question of if it will happen. It is a question of when." Since the attacks of 2001, the office has created 26 rapid-response units around the nation.  If a device were located, two other specialized teams would rush to the scene, one from a base in Albuquerque, where a fueled jetliner is on 24-hour alert. Another FBI team would depart from rural Virginia….”] 

(10)  Presidential Candidate Rudy Giuliani on Homeland Security: 
Giuliani, Rudolph W.  “The Resilient Society:  A Blueprint for Homeland Security.”  Opinion Journal (from The Wall Street Journal), January 9, 2008, 7 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.opinionjournal.com/federation/feature/?id=110011099 

[Excerpt:  “…the next administration's approach to homeland security should be based on three core principles: prevention, preparedness and resilience." Mayor Giuliani states that the US "must work to become a more resilient society. Together, we have seen that the strength of America is far greater than we thought. We need to cultivate that strength as we face the future--declaring our right to live in freedom from fear, and confident that our best days are ahead."  {Note:  For a book-length expansion of this theme, one might try:  Stephen Flynn, The Edge of Disaster: Rebuilding A Resilient Nation (NY: Random House, 2007).}] 

 (11)  Summer Academy on Social Vulnerability 2008 – Few Days Left to Apply: 
“The UNU-EHS [United Nations University, Institute for Environment and Human Security] Chair on Social Vulnerability, supported by MunichRe Foundation, organizes for the 3rd time the Summer Academy.  The academy, taking place from 27 July to 2 August 2008 at the historic Hohenkammer Castle (Schloss Hohenkammer) in the countryside outside of Munich, Germany is entitled "Environmental Change, Migration, & Social Vulnerability". Once again, we are happy to be able to offer 20 places for qualified PhD candidates working on dissertations related to environmental change, migration and social vulnerability. We accept applications for the 2008 Summer Academy until 15 January 2008.”  If interested, for more information go to: https://www.ehs.unu.edu/article:397?menu=2 

(12)  Bibliography of Emergency Management and Related References: 
All of the documents noted above, and many others, have been added to an update CDROM sent to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the “Emergency Management References” section of the EM HiEd Website – shortcut at:  Emergency Management and Related References  -- Warning: this is a large file.  It may take a few days for documents on the CD ROM to be uploaded. 
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