January 31, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Bellavita Article, Changing Homeland Security: Year in Review – Comment from an EM HiEd Report Subscriber: 
Commentary from Rick Bissell, PhD 

Regarding Christopher Bellavita’s Article 

I read with interest Christopher Bellavita’s article “Changing Homeland Security: The Year in Review – 2007” in Homeland Security Affairs.  In this article, the author reports on the insights and opinions of various homeland security actors and observers regarding the most important homeland security issues of 2007.  Some mentioned dwindling public and political support for homeland security priorities, others mentioned problems with the field having a poorly defined identity or focus, and yet others focused on the roiling public and political discourse over DHS policies and actions as they affect personal privacy, liberty and immigration issues.  However, the statement that captured my attention the most (and must have been thought of as important by Bellavita, as he placed this statement at the top of many), was the statement from a “Former Senior DHS Official” who claimed that “ The resurgence of emergency management has greatly slowed the progress that was made on getting the individual disciplines (fire, law enforcement, public health, infrastructure protection, EMS, public works, medical (physicians, nurses and hospitals), communications, intelligence, agriculture, etc.) involved in homeland security to look at themselves as a part of a greater whole.”  

I find this statement disappointing, but it comes as no surprise to me.  When things are going badly it is convenient to blame somebody else.  The “Senior Official” clearly lacks understanding of the underpinnings, ethics, methods and practices of emergency management, and it’s characteristic as being, at its very core, a multidisciplinary, multi-service entity.  One need not look any further than the “disciplines and emergency management” course and book that EMI and Wiley published to demonstrate the substantial history of emergency management working to integrate services, sciences and philosophies across the board into a common focus on meeting the needs of the public in mitigating and responding to potential and real emergencies. Emergency managers throughout the country typically have very little real authority or budget, but build their substantial success on the practice of intersectoral cooperation and reinforcement. I have substantial doubt about DHS’s commitment to such cooperation when it refuses to include pandemics in its list of most feared scenarios…likely because pandemics are the responsibility of DHHS.  Isn’t this a prime example of the very “stovepiping” DHS was supposed to help eliminate? 

Concern for homeland security is not going to go away any time soon.  However, our approach to it can be changed to one that is much more embracing of the reality that there are many things that threaten the well-being of our populations, and that a more holistic approach to understanding, mitigating, and preparing responses to these threats is needed for us to be sustainably effective.  I think it is time for those of us who study these issues as academics to contribute more visibly to the public discourse regarding emergency management issues, so that we can start to move beyond the narrow concepts of politicians and office holders, for the well-being of the country. 

[BWB Note:  I have received other comments, and will run one or more in future postings.] 

(2)  Centennial College, Toronto, Canada, New Emergency Management Certificate Program – Announcement: 

The Centennial College Emergency Management Certificate is set to start on Friday 8 Feb 2008.  

Four month executive program, CODE EMCE-600; 755 Morningside Avenue, Toronto, ON M1C 5J9. 

Seven weekends. Immersive. Case-based. Hands-on.  Developed in consultation with leaders from industry and government, Centennial’s certificate program is designed to answer the growing demand for trained professionals and position you to work in one of the many career areas within emergency management. The Emergency Management Certificate Program provides students with a unique advantage of combining theory and practice and prepares you to: analyze hazards and assess risks; develop and practice plans for emergency response and recovery; design an emergency operations centre layout and build an understanding of mitigation and prevention strategies. 

   

Program Outline 

Module 1 - Introduction to Emergency Management 

Module 2 - Emergency and Continuity of Operations Planning 

Module 3 - Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment 

Module 4 - Incident Management Systems and Supporting Technologies 

Module 5 - Emergency Exercise Design Applications 

Module 6 - Emergency Operations Centre Design and Procedures 

  

When is this Program offered?  12 hours per weekend (Friday nights and Saturdays) 

  

WINTER, 2008: EMCE-600-821 

February 8-9, 15-16, 29-March 1 

March 14-15 

March 28-29 – Nuclear Exercise 
April 11-12, 25-26 

May 9-10, 23-24 

Checkout www.centennialcollege.ca/healthstudies/parttime to view the course brochure, program outline, and/or download a registration form.  For information, contact Charleen Lapalme, Support Services Officer, Centennial College, School of Community & Health Studies, HP-Science and Technology Centre;  clapalme@centennialcollege.ca or call 416-289-5000 x 8072.  

(3)  Principles and Practice of Emergency Management – EIIP Forum Transcript: 
Waugh, William L. Jr. and Kathleen Tierney.  Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government (Editors, Second Edition of the “Green Book” from ICMA Press).  EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation, 30Jan08. Transcript: http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc080130.htm 

The link to the ICMA press Web page for this book is: 

http://bookstore.icma.org/Emergency_Management_Principl_P1766C18.cfm] 
(4)  Terrorism:  Listening to Brian Jenkins 
Krikorian, Greg.  “Confronting Terror, Calmly.”  Los Angeles Times, January 31, 2008. At: http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/la-na-jenkins31jan31,1,832847,print.story 

[Excerpt:  “During the Cold War both the U.S. and Soviet Union spent a great deal of time and money understanding each other. To a great extent, that spared us from mutual annihilation," Jenkins says.  Similarly, he says, in the war on terrorism "we have to have a better understanding of what we're up against." Demonizing terrorists as "wicked and evil" plays into their hands, while learning about "their quantifiable goals and understandable motives" demystifies them.  Knowledge, he says, is the antidote to anxiety.”] 

  

Have a good weekend -- will not be in the office tomorrow (Friday, Feb 1). 
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