January 18, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response College Course Development Project:  

Received today from lead course developer, Dr. Richard Bissell, Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director, University of Maryland at Baltimore County, Department of Emergency Health Services, a revised draft of a 15 page syllabus for this project.  Forwarded syllabus to the EMI Webmaster to post on the EM HiEd Project website.  Its location will be the “Free College Courses, Book, Materials” tab on the left side of the home page in the blue column.  Then click on “Courses under Development” – then click on “Catastrophe Readiness and Response course.  The syllabus should be accessible soon.  To bookmark the location where it will be accessible go to:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/  Note that the CAT course is not yet listed, but soon will be.  In the meantime, for additional information, or to comment on this course, contact either of the two primary course developers, Dr. Bissell at:  email: bissell@umbc.edu – or Drew Bumbak, Director of The Center for Emergency Education & Disaster Research at UMBC at:  drew.bumbak@umbc.edu 

(2)  Disaster Losses Expected to Rise: 
Insurance Information Institute.  Catastrophes:  Insurance Issues (Update).  NYNY:  III, January 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.iii.org/media/hottopics/insurance/catastrophes/  

[Excerpt:  "One catastrophe modeling company predicts that catastrophe losses will double every decade or so due to growing residential and commercial density and more expensive buildings."} 

[Note:  Compare the above to one made my IBHS Executive Director Harvey Ryland in 2001:  “Losses from natural disasters… [have] been doubling or tripling each decade since 1960…”    
(3)  Emergency Management Job Opportunity, Denver Area: 
Received note today from Clancy Philipsborn, Technical Director, Hazard Mitigation & Emergency Management Programs, AMEC Earth & Environmental, who is looking for resumes from students with AA, BA, or MA in Emergency Management, Planning, Public Administration or Geography looking for an entry level research assistant /junior mitigation planner position (1 job, 2 responsibilities).  The announcement notes that the salary would be in the range of low to upper 30’s commensurate with experience and qualifications, If interested, please provide a cover letter and resume to clancy.philipsborn@amec.com   

(4)  Emergency Management Roundtable Meeting, EMI, Jan 23-24, 2008: 
Received from Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, a draft copy of his proposed “Mitigation” section contribution to the “Emergency Management Doctrine” document the EM Roundtable is drafting. 

(5)  Galloway Does It Again – A California Challenge: Flooding in the Central Valley: 
Independent Review Panel.  A California Challenge – Flooding in the Central Valley:  A Report from an Independent Review Panel to the Department of Water Resources, State of California.  October 15, 2007, 65 pages.  

At: "A California Challenge: Flooding in the Central Valley," 

Or -- http://www.eng.umd.edu/media/pressreleases/images/101507challenge.pdf -- or http://www.newsdesk.umd.edu/scitech/release.cfm?ArticleID=1582 

[Excerpt: “California’s Central Valley faces significant flood risks. Many experts feel that the Central Valley is the next big disaster waiting to happen….Expanding urban centers lie in floodplains where flooding could result in extensive loss of life and billions in damages. Recent inspections have raised serious questions as to the integrity of many levees that protect communities and property in the Central Valley. Conservative estimates of potential direct flood damages in the Sacramento area alone exceed $25 billion. In some areas of the Central Valley, communities would experience flood depths of twenty feet or more when the levees fail. A flood of such magnitude and depth not only poses a serious risk to public health and safety but it would cripple the state’s economy, and the consequences of such an event would have far-reaching and long-term effects on the nation as well…. The current flood control system of the Central Valley is incapable of dealing with the threat of severe flood events, placing its urban centers at considerable risk while incurring significant environmental costs…. The Panel recommends that California officials at the state and local levels develop and rapidly act on a comprehensive approach to flood risk reduction that includes integration with other basin water management activities and, of great importance, with land-use planning….In all areas subject to flooding, active mitigation measures should be taken including mandatory insurance in the floodplain and behind levees…. Those living behind levees believe that they are protected and have little understanding of the residual risk they face from levee failure or levee overtopping.”] 
(6)  Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN) – Replaced or Upgraded? 
HSU, Spencer. “DHS to Replace ‘Duplicative’ Anti-Terrorism Data Network.” Wash. Post, 18Jan07. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/01/17/AR2008011703279.html 
[Excerpt:  “The Homeland Security Department spent more than $90 million to create a network for sharing sensitive anti-terrorism information with state and local governments that it has decided to replace, according to an internal department document.  The decision was made late last year but was not announced. It was outlined in an Oct. 27 memorandum that listed the network's flaws and asserted that DHS's counterterrorism, immigration enforcement and disaster management missions were hampered by the proliferation of more than 100 Web "portals" that provide poorly coordinated information. "Most are duplicative in capabilities" and lack innovation, noted the memo by DHS Undersecretary for Management Paul A. Schneider. He said that as a result, the department "will replace" the current system, known as the Homeland Security Information Network…. The network is the department's primary communications application for sensitive but unclassified information. It is a Web-based system designed to be used for chat and instant messaging, as well as a conduit for suspicious activity reports and analysis of terrorist threats…. Developed by the Defense Intelligence Agency and transferred to DHS in 2003, the information network has been criticized by law enforcement users for being difficult to use, providing little added value, and duplicating existing law enforcement networks operated by the Justice Department. A June 2006 report by the department's inspector general found that only 2 to 6 percent of authorized users had signed on to the Web-based network daily during the previous December…. department spokesman Russ Knocke said the network is being upgraded, not replaced ”]  [Note:  The HSIN page on the DHS website was last updated August 29, 2006 -- http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/gc_1156888108137.shtm  ] 

(7)  Integrated Public Alert and Warning System EIIP Transcript Available: 
Glaser, Ronald F.  The Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS): The Role of Sandia National Laboratories.  EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation, January 16, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc080116.htm  

(8)  Terms and Definitions, etc: 
The Guide to Emergency Management and Related Terms, Definitions, Acronyms, Programs and Legislation has been updated and a new copy – at about 898 pages – forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project Website – Terms and Definitions section – in the near future.  At: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/termdef.asp 

Amongst documents reviewed: 

International Standards Organization.  Societal Security: Guideline for Incident Preparedness and Operational Continuity Management.  Geneva Switzerland: ISO, October 31, 2007, 31 pages.  At:  http://www.iso.org/iso/iso_catalogue/catalogue_tc/catalogue_detail.htm?csnumber=50295 
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