January 17, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response College Course Development Project: 
In response to the posting Wednesday of the titles of the 15 Sessions which would make up the Catastrophe Readiness and Response course, have received recommendations that a session on “Leadership in Catastrophe” be added and that the team make sure that it takes adequate advantage of material that exists on catastrophes that have happened in other countries.  The course development team should be able to accommodate both recommendations. 

(2)  Emergency Management Roundtable Meeting, January 23-24, 2008: 
As an EM Roundtable member, received a draft review copy of the “Recovery” section for the EM Doctrine project which the Roundtable has undertaken. 

(3)  HAZUS University Clearinghouse: 
From the Minutes of the Jan 10, 2008 HAZUS User Group National Conference Call: 

“HAZUS  UNIVERSITY  CLEARINGHOUSE :  A  HAZUS  University  Clearinghouse  is  in  the  planning  stages.   With  the  help  of …the  Higher  Education  Project at EMI  this  project  will  become  a  reality.   The  vision  for  this  project  is  a web‐based  clearinghouse  to  benefit  FEMA,  the  HAZUS  User  Groups  and  universities teaching  HAZUS  and  using  HAZUS  for  research.   The  clearinghouse  will  serve  as  a  resource  by  networking  universities  with  each  other  and  with  FEMA  and  the  HAZUS  User  Groups   The  primary  role  of  this  project  will  be  to  promote,  support  and  enhance  the  use  of  HAZUS  for  academic  research,  local  and  state  emergency  management  projects,  education  and  service  programs.”  

For information contact Jamie Caplan at: jamie@jamiecaplan.com 
(4)  Materials Received Today (Not Reviewed): 
1. Coastal Services, Vol. 11, Issue 1, Jan/Feb 2008  (Bi-monthly trade journal for coastal resource managers, produced by Coastal Services Center, National Ocean Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  For info:  http://www.csc.noaa.gov -- 843-740-1332.) Articles: 

        Climate Change: How Coastal Communities Can Plan and Adapt 

        Helping Homeowners Prepare for Hurricanes in Florida. 
2. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  Audit of the State of Colorado Homeland Security Grant Program.  Washington, DC:  DHS (OIG-08-16), December 2007, 35 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_08-16_Dec07.pdf 
3. Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness, Vol. 1, November 2007 (Official Publication of the American Medical Association, http://www.dmphp.org). Amongst about a dozen items included is: 

        Prediction Modeling to Determine the Adequacy of Medical Response to Urban Nuclear Attack 

        Regional Health System Response to the 2007 Greensburg, KS, EF5 Tornado 

        Assessing the Integration of Health Center and Community Emergency Preparedness and Response Planning 

        Measuring Humanitarian Emergencies 

        Definition and Functions of Health Unified Command and Emergency Operations Centers for Large-Scale Bioevent Disasters Within the Existing ICS 

        Linking Public Health and the Emergency Care Community: 7 Model Communities 

4. Federal Emergency Management Agency.   “HAZUS User Groups Success Story:  The Florida HAZUS User Group (FLHUG) – A Catalyst for Mitigating Risks and Improving Collaboration Between Florida’s Emergency Management Professionals. Wash. DC: 10Jan08. 

[Excerpt:  “…formally organized in January 2006, when the group met to elect officers, create committees, and adopt a charter…. Membership in the FLHUG allows first responders, emergency managers, and decision makers from public and private organizations to build and strengthen a cohesive, informed emergency management community that can continually create stronger and more accurate mitigation plans. People interested in disaster mitigation have learned that, as members of FLHUG, they benefit not only from the scenarios generated by HAZUS-MH, but also by the lasting working relationships they develop with colleagues in different fields. Spanning public and private domains, GIS professionals, emergency managers, researchers, medical personnel, legislative contacts, local planners, technical experts, American Red Cross workers, facility managers, and government officials can all use the FLHUG to communicate with and learn from each other—sharing resources and supporting each other’s work to mitigate the risks of natural disasters. In addition to user networks, strong support from the Florida Division of Emergency Management (DEM) and FEMA Region IV has been critical to the success of Florida’s coordinated statewide program.”  (FEMA, The Florida HAZUS User Group (FLHUG), January 1, 2008) 
5. Journal of Emergency Management, Vol. 5, No. 5, Sep/Oct 2007. (Prime National Publishing Corporation, 470 Boston Post Road, Weston, Massachusetts 02493. (781) 899-2702, (781) 899-4900 (fax), http://www.emergencyjournal.com ) 

6. Terrorism and Political Violence, Vol. 19, No. 4, Winter 2007.  (Quarterly, Taylor & Francis Group, LLC, 325 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 – 215-625-8900, http://www.taylorandfrancis.com.) 
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