January 15, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  Guide to Emergency Management and Related Terms, Definitions, Programs: 
Have updated the Guide to Emergency Management and Related Terms, Definitions, Acronyms, Programs and Legislation with material drawn from a recent review of the following documents: 

Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  DHS’s Domestic Nuclear Detection Office:  Progress in Integrating Detection Capabilities and Response Protocols.  Washington, DC:  DHS (OIG-98-19), December 2007, 46 pages.  
Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_08-19_Dec07.pdf 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Basic Guidance for Public Information Officers (PIOs):  National Incident Management System (FEMA 517).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, November 2007, 29 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3095 

Government Accountability Office.  Natural Disasters:  Public Policy Options for Changing the Federal Role in Natural Catastrophe Insurance 

(Report to the Ranking Member, Committee on Financial Services, House of Representatives).  Washington, DC:  GAO (GAO-08-7), 90 pages, November 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-7 

The updated “EM Terms and Definitions” has been provided to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the “EM Terms & Definitions” section of the EM HiEd Project.  It should be accessible soon at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/termdef.asp 
(2)  Pandemic Planning – Public Health vs. National Security: 
American Civil Liberties Union.  “ACLU Report:  Government Must Abandon Misguided Approach to Pandemic Preparedness.”  ACLU Press Release, January 14, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.aclu.org/privacy/gen/33649prs20080114.html 

[Excerpt:  “`When people are sick, they want help – help getting treated and help ensuring they don’t make others sick,’ said Parmet [one of the authors].  ‘History shows that treating sick people like potential enemies only spurs them to avoid the authorities and exacerbates the spread of disease….It is true that there are always a few cases where individuals flout the law and put other people at risk…But existing government authorities provide ample powers for dealing with such cases – and the problem is that our pandemic preparations are being centered around such contingencies, rather than from the long list of gaping needs that public health experts say we face in preparing for and responding to a real pandemic’.”  

Annas, George J., Wendy K. Mariner, Wendy E. Parmet.  Pandemic Preparedness:  The Need for a Public Health – Not a Law Enforcement/National Security – Approach.  New York:  American Civil Liberties Union, 41 pages, January 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.aclu.org/privacy/medical/33642pub20080114.html 

[Excerpt:  “Rather than focusing on well-established measures for protecting the lives and health of Americans, policymakers have recently embraced an approach that views public health policy through the prism of national security and law enforcement. This model assumes that we must “trade liberty for security.” As a result, instead of helping individuals and communities through education and provision of health care, today’s pandemic prevention focuses on taking aggressive, coercive actions against those who are sick. People, rather than the disease, become the enemy.” 
Strohm, Chris.  “ACLU Wants Changed Focus in Pandemic Containment Planning.”  Technology Daily, January 14, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page_pf.cfm?articleid=39019&printerfriendlyvers=1 

[Excerpt:  “Government planning for a disease outbreak is too focused on treating health emergencies as a law enforcement or national security problem rather than treating victims as patients and engaging the public, according to the American Civil Liberties Union.”] 

Finally, in CQ HealthBeat (14Jan08, subscription required) Leah Nylen interviewed HHS spokesman Bill Hall, who "said the ACLU report mischaracterizes the department's pandemic flu plan, which does not rely on forced quarantine." Hall: "If you read the ACLU report, they keep talking about forced quarantine. They keep talking about containment attempt and they base their report on saying this is the approach the government is taking for pandemic planning. ... That is not true." 

(3)  Terrorism – A New Risk: 
Tierney, John.  “Living in Fear and Paying a High Cost in Heart Risk.”  New York Times, January 15, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/15/science/15tier.html?_r=1&sq=&pagewanted=print 
[Excerpt:  “Which is more of a threat to your health: Al Qaeda or the Department of Homeland Security?  An intriguing new study suggests the answer is not so clear-cut. Although it’s impossible to calculate the pain that terrorist attacks inflict on victims and society, when statisticians look at cold numbers, they have variously estimated the chances of the average person dying in America at the hands of international terrorists to be comparable to the risk of dying from eating peanuts, being struck by an asteroid or drowning in a toilet. 

“But worrying about terrorism could be taking a toll on the hearts of millions of Americans. The evidence, published last week in the Archives of General Psychiatry, comes from researchers who began tracking the health of a representative sample of more than 2,700 Americans before September 2001. After the attacks of Sept. 11, the scientists monitored people’s fears of terrorism over the next several years and found that the most fearful people were three to five times more likely than the rest to receive diagnoses of new cardiovascular ailments…. 

“Of course, statistics of any sort, even when the numbers are rock solid, don’t mean much to people when they’re assessing threats. Risk researchers have found that even when people know the numbers, they’re less worried about death tolls than about how the deaths occur. They have good reasons — called “rival rationalities” — for fearing catastrophes that kill large numbers at once because these events affect the whole community and damage the social fabric.  But continual fear of terrorism is a strain on the social fabric, too [as]… when the authorities keep warning of lurking terrorists and urging people to report “suspicious” activity, as in the ubiquitous advertisements in the New York subways exhorting people to call in tips to a counterterrorism hot line.  The sponsors of the New York campaign were so pleased with the results that they papered the subways with congratulations to the riders: “Last year, 1,944 New Yorkers saw something and said something.”…the ads neglected to mention the number of terrorists arrested as a result of the tips: zero.  Meanwhile, how many subway riders were given diagnoses of new heart problems after riding to work every morning looking at ads reminding them that they might be blown to bits any second? Not zero, if you believe the new study.” 
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