January 14, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  Department of Homeland Security: 
Fessler, Pam.  “DHS Still Dogged by Questions over Effectiveness.”  NPR, January 14, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=17969438 

[In addition to an article at the link above, one can click on audios from Tom Ridge, DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff, Stephen Flynn and others.] 

(2)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Communicated today with staff in FEMA’s Office of International Affairs at FEMA HQ in DC on two topics:  The first was responding to their recommendation to engage with an international team of researchers at Johns Hopkins University, working on an “Unconventional Crises/Unconventional Responses” project by inviting the team to attend, if not actively participate via a presentation, workshop or breakout session at this year’s EM HiEd Conference.  The answer was a strong yes.  The second and related area was a communication concerning setting up some time to discuss how to work together to encourage broader international attendance and participation at this year’s conference. 

(3)  FEMA EM HiEd Conf. 2007 Book Project Update: 
Received the following note today from Jessica Hubbard, the Editor at the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) who is working with the FEMA EM HiEd Project to produce and publish a book based upon revised and extended papers and presentations delivered during or provided for the June 2007 EM HiEd Conference: 

“Things are progressing well with the book. I have received drafts from all the authors who committed to participate, did an initial review and then made editing/revision suggestions. I think this phase will be completed in the next 2 weeks, as I am waiting for revised drafts from a few. I am pleased with the quality of work that has been submitted, and all the authors have been great to work with.” 

(4)  Homeland Security – The “Anything’s Possible” Strategy Article: 
Czerwinski, Jonah.  “The ‘Anything’s Possible’ Counterterrorism Strategy.”  Homeland Security Watch, January 9, 2008.  Accessed at:   http://www.hlswatch.com/2008/01/09/the-%e2%80%9canything%e2%80%99s-possible%e2%80%9d-counterterrorism-strategy/ 

[Excerpt:  “Perhaps the way we’ve arrived at considering spending billions on missile defense for commercial airliners and monitoring paintball games for signs of extremism is along the appealing path of “it could happen.” In the early days following 9/11, many of us in the policy community worried about the nature of follow-on attacks, which gave way to defensive measures based on scenarios, which led to ever more ominous scenarios, and ever more expensive countermeasures. Is this serving us well as an approach to Homeland Security?.... The “it could happen” approach results from a steep national learning curve about terrorism that persists more than six years after 9/11. Terrorism is a complicated issue, and one that continually evolves. No doubt the general public has little time to read up on radicalism or studied analyses of terrorist behavior. But if our homeland is secured by an “anything’s possible” strategy, we’ll wind up doing at least one of three things: 
– Going broke 
– Tying up anti-terrorism assets with non-threats 
– Eroding our sense of community and eventually our ability to be resilient if we are attacked again. 

“None of these outcomes will happen quickly. However, the prospect does force a cost-benefit analysis of a new kind. Is it worth $10 billion to reduce the chance of a successful MANPAD launch against an airliner? Does a terrorism hotline make us safer if we don’t know what to look for?"] 

(5)  Nuclear Attack:: 
Carter, Ashton B., Michael M. May, William J. Perry.  “The Day After:  Action Following a Nuclear Blast in a U.S. City.”  The Washington Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 4, pp. 19-32, Autumn 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.twq.com/07autumn/docs/07autumn_cmp.pdf 
Excerpt:  “A serious risk requires serious and thoughtful contingency planning, how​ever small or remote the probability may seem. Well-considered measures em​bedded in serious contingency plans can save lives and promote recovery. This contingency planning therefore deserves sober attention. The destruction of buildings and lives in the cities bombed could be accompanied by a wider destruction of the sense of safety and well-being of each and every citizen. Al​though thoughtful preparation in advance will not change a catastrophe into something less, it will nevertheless save thousands of lives and billions of dol​lars, prevent unnecessary panic, help maintain trust in the government, and help preserve democratic institutions in a time of emergency. Carefully consid​ered action by government will also help the citizenry avoid overreaction and panic and allow them to restore the American way of life that they have built over centuries. Terrorists, even if armed with nuclear weapons, should never be allowed to take that away.”  

[Note:  The “serious risk” quoted above is described two paragraphs before the quoted concluding paragraph as unknown (‘can’t be quantified”) but “not zero.”  See Czerwinski, above in terms of how to try to think about putting “anything’s possible” and “not zero” possibilities into either an emergency management or a homeland security policy and spending context.] 

(6)  Old Dominion University:  Graduate Homeland Security Certificate & Syllabi: 
Talked with Thomas E. Poulin, Adjunct Faculty at ODU, in Norfolk, VA, who notes that a Graduate Homeland Security Certificate became operational this past August.  We will thus redo the program description for this initiative found in the “Programs under Development” section of “The College List” on the EM HiEd Project website and place the updated programs description into the Masters-level Certificate subsection of the Emergency Management section of “The College List.”  The direct link to “The College List” is:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/ 

Also received copies of two course syllabi from Mr. Poulin: 

Social Impact of Disaster (PADM 695), Department of Urban Studies and Public Admin. 

Emergency Management and Disaster Policy (PADM 712), Dept. of Urban Studies and PA. 

Will forward these two syllabi to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the “Syllabi Compilation” section of the EM HiEd Project website, where they will be inserted under Old Dominion University.  [Note:  the listings are arranged alphabetically by school name – find the name of a school then click on the name of a course to access a syllabus.]  The direct link to the Syllabi Compilation is:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/syllabi.asp 

(7)  State of PA Reviewed by DHS Inspector General on Grant Management: 
Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Management of State Homeland Security Grants Awarded During Fiscal Years 2002 through 2004.  Washington, DC:  DHS (OIG-0803), October 2007, 44 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_08-03_Oct07.pdf 
[Excerpt from AP article which draws upon the DHS/OIG report noted above:  “Pennsylvania has done a poor job overseeing hundreds of millions of dollars in federal Homeland Security grants, making it hard to evaluate whether the spending has improved the state's disaster-response capabilities, three reports found. The reports said recordkeeping has been so inadequate that state emergency officials, who must approve local requests for the money, cannot say whether equipment that has been purchased is still in use or where it is.”] 

(8)  Tomorrow’s EM HiEd Report: 
Might not be one.  January 15th is the deadline for the submission of budget approval and allocation documents – have a long way to go with this paperwork. 
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