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(1)  DHS OIG Report Release on DHS Office of Domestic Nuclear Detection: 
Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  DHS’s Domestic Nuclear Detection Office:  Progress in Integrating Detection Capabilities and Response Protocols.  Washington, DC:  DHS (OIG-98-19), December 2007, 46 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_08-19_Dec07.pdf 
(2)  New York Times Editorial on Homeland Security and Presidential Campaigns: 
New York Times.  “Homeland Security on the Hustings” (Editorial).  January 11, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/11/opinion/11fri1.html?_r=1&hp&oref=slogin 

[Excerpts: “Voters in the 2008 elections need to hear in detail how the presidential candidates intend to wrestle the sprawling homeland security apparatus into sync with the true state of the terrorist threat. That critical connection has become befogged in years of hyperbolic alarms, official ineptitude, enormous spending and political sleight of hand…. But a real-life debate of the terrorism issue is lacking — one that should focus on the messy reality of the Department of Homeland Security, the behemoth created in 2003 by consolidating 22 separate agencies and 220,000 employees to guard against attack and deal with the aftermath. The department’s shortcomings were excruciating to witness after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. Since then, Congressional investigators found the department failing to meet even half its own performance expectations. Critical shortcomings exist in emergency communications, computer integration, border defense and information sharing. The department disputes these findings, and no fair American envies the huge challenge befalling the homeland mega-agency. But voters need to hear the candidates on domestic risks as much as on the Iraq surge…. There is no way to separate the homeland security issue from terrorism abroad, much as candidates might prefer. One crucial dynamic is the extent to which the war in Iraq breeds new terrorists and siphons away resources from the original Al Qaeda threat based in Afghanistan. The vital give-and-take voters deserve on shifting security risks has gone begging under umbrella slogans about change. It’s time for details.”] 

(3)  Presidential Contenders and Disasters: 
Farrington, Brendon.  “Giuliani Looks to Florida for Catastrophe Advice.”  Associated Press, January 10, 2008.  At: http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/printit_ap.cgi?story=ZZNOSTORYZZ 

[Excerpt:  “Republican presidential candidate Rudy Giuliani's campaign announced the formation of a Florida-heavy catastrophe advisory committee Wednesday and highlighted one of Gov. Charlie Crist's federal priorities in a state that is crucial for the former New York mayor. As well as disaster response, the committee will also advise Giuliani on the formation of a national insurance backup fund, which Crist has pushed each Republican presidential candidate to support…. The committee is …is entirely made up of Floridians except for its chair, former Federal Emergency Management Agency director Joe Allbaugh.”] 
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