February 9, 2008 FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program Report
 (1)   FEMA Region III Annual Report Fiscal Year 2007: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. FEMA Region III Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2007.  Philadelphia, PA, 5 Feb 2008, 31 pp. http://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/regions/regioniii/fy07.pdf 

Includes some refreshingly candid assessments: 

FEMA Vision:  “To regain the trust and confidence of the American people, we will transform FEMA into the Nation’s Preeminent Emergency Management Agency.  To do this, we must… 

Strengthen core capabilities, competencies and capacities -- Fostering a national emergency management system and implementing a cohesive national preparedness system must begin by strengthening the foundational building blocks of a weakened but venerable agency. The nation needs a strong FEMA; but that cannot be achieved without purposeful new investments. 

Build Strong Regions.... 
Strengthen our partnerships with States.... 
Professionalize the national emergency management system.... 
Marshall an effective national response.... 
Deliver service of value to the public.... 
Reduce vulnerability to life and property.... 
Instill public confidence -- FEMA will demonstrate mission effectiveness and efficiency, in proper balance, to regain the trust, faith and confidence of the American public. Organizationally, no asset should be more prized, or more dear when lost, than the confidence of the public we serve. We will work with our many partners to build an Agency the nation can once again look to with pride.” (FEMA, FEMA Region III Annual Report FY 2007, 2008,  6-7) 

(2)  Homeland Security – America Backsliding, DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff Warns: 
Szep. Jason.  “U.S. May Be Backsliding on Security: Chertoff.”  Reuters, February 7, 2008. Accessed at: http://www.reuters.com/article/topNews/idUSN0632385520080207 

[Excerpt:  "A couple of years after 9/11 it would not have seemed conceivable that a 'business as usual' mentality could creep back into our public mind-set. It has begun to return," Chertoff told a forum at Harvard University. "I'm concerned that we are beginning to backslide…” 

(3)  Interior Depart Office of Inspector General Faults Park Police Protection of Icons: 
Department of Interior, Office of Inspector General.  Assessment of the United States Park Police. Washington, DC, February 2008, 44 pages. Accessed at: http://www.doioig.gov/upload/Assessment%20of%20the%20United%20States%20Park%20Police2.pdf 
[Excerpt from OIG Letter of Transmittal to Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne:   “We found a number of weaknesses in USPP’s management and operations that adversely affect the level of security at national icons and present officer safety concerns. We also found that USPP has failed to adequately manage its financial affairs.  Finally, we found USPP to be an agency suffering from low morale and lacking confidence in its command staff.” 

(4)  Testimonials: 
The FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program is interested in providing links to website pages of institutions of higher education offering emergency management programs which specifically offer program graduate testimonials – in other words links to the website page which provides testimonials – not links to the “emergency management” program homepage. 

While “The College List” on the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Project homepage already provides links to many dozens of collegiate emergency management program websites, we are now also investigating the creation of a “tab” which will link to “testimonial” pages.  

This investigation is driven by a need to better respond to the needs of the large number of prospective students who contact the EM Hi-Ed Project seeking advise and guidance on the selection of the most appropriate programs to investigate – a daunting task.  We are seeking to add another tool at our disposal in an attempt to better serve this community. 

Faculty and/or administrators of institutions of higher education associated with an academic emergency management program are encouraged to contact Wayne Blanchard at wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov or the EM Hi-Ed Program Assistant, Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov with their “testimonial” website information. 

Programs which do not provide this feature on their program website are encouraged to investigate this option. 

The End. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 
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