February 20, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response – EM Hi-Ed College Course Development Project: 
Communicated with Dr. Richard Bissell today. Dr Bissell is an Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Emergency Health Services. He is also the lead developer for a FEMA EM HiEd Program sponsored upper division/graduate level course on Catastrophe Readiness Response – wherein a catastrophe connotes something worse than your typical very bad and large disaster, but less than an ELE, or Extinction Level Event.  

Dr. Bissell notes that yesterday he attended a meeting at Johns Hopkins University and met with “Dr. Erwan Lagadec, Dr. Esther Brimmer (Deputy Director and Director of Research, Center for Transatlantic Relations, The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies), and Dr. Jim Young, who has held several high Canadian posts in both domestic and international emergency management and response programs.   

“During this meeting we discussed overlaps between the Hopkins project titled “Unconventional Crises, Unconventional Responses” and our project to create an EMI course addressing the issues of preparedness and response for catastrophic disasters.  Everyone at the table spoke of the mounting evidence that standard “disaster” planning assumptions do not cover the circumstances likely in many catastrophic events, therefore requiring new ways of conceptualizing how one can best meet the public’s needs during exceptional circumstances.  The Hopkins group is very interested in our approach to meet our targeted audience and expressed interest in assisting us in any way possible in meeting our goals.  Dr. Lagadec requested that I chair the education panel in their upcoming 2-day conference on Unconventional Crises, which formally brings our EMI project out into an international arena.  This upcoming meeting (9-10 April in Washington) is likely to have participants from a broad variety of European countries, as well as the US and Canada.”  

For additional information, Dr. Bissell can be reached at: bissell@umbc.edu  

(2)  Disaster Law Discussion List Launched: 
Thanks to a note from Bill Nicholson, Criminal Justice Department at North Carolina Central, I found out about the very recent launch of a new discussion list devoted to law and disasters.  I quickly joined the list, though I am not a lawyer, and then communicated with the driving force behind the discussion list, Dr. Dan Farber at the UC Berkeley School of Law.  Dr. Farber sent me the following description of his discussion group as well as a link to a paper which might be of interest to FEMA EM Hi-Ed Report readers: 

The listserv is an outgrowth of a conference held at Berkeley last year to consider ways of developing Disaster Law as a field of study.  One thing that we concluded is that there are numerous people working in the field, but many of them do not know about each other or their work. The listserv is intended to create a more active community of scholars in the area.  Many of the initial subscribers were law professors, but others include academics in other disciplines, government officials, and lawyers whose practice includes disaster-related issues. 

The conference also produced a white paper entitled "Disaster Law and the Legal Academy: Curriculum, Research, and Law Reform." It's available at http://www.law.berkeley.edu/centers/envirolaw/DisasterLawWhitePaper-October2007.pdf 
To join what I predict will be a fast-growing discussion list on the legal aspects of disasters, go to:  https://calmail.berkeley.edu/manage/list/listinfo/disaster_law@lists.berkeley.edu  

(3)  Hi-Ed Community Launch of “Strengthen Campus Safety and Security”: 
Posted below is part of a Press Release issued yesterday by NACUBO  

New Comprehensive Assessment Will Address All Threats Faced by Colleges and Universities 

Washington, DC, February 19, 2008, 11:00 am ET – A major initiative to address all threats faced by colleges and universities and to strengthen their safety and security was launched today by the National Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO) in partnership with several higher education associations. This comprehensive new assessment of the wide-ranging risks common to all institutions will explore key safety and security threats and deliver information to help campuses prepare. Study results will include guidance on preparing emergency management plans for prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery related to threats of every nature—natural disasters, infectious diseases, shootings, terrorist attacks, cyber attacks--all types of events with the potential for devastation. 
  
Partners Taking a Comprehensive, Integrated Approach to Shared Risks 

“What makes this initiative unique is the coming together of so many organizations within the higher education community to deal with a tremendous common problem,” notes John Walda, president and CEO of NACUBO. “On any given day, any institution, no matter what size or scope, can be brought down by a violent crime, a hurricane or ice storm or tornado, a pandemic outbreak—the list goes on. We’ve seen just this month, unfortunately, in Tennessee, how weather can wreak havoc on a campus. With our new assessment, we will keep in mind the different factors that influence emergency management approaches at different types of institutions while we focus on the core similarities among the threats and among the campuses that wind up as victims.” 
The organizations partnering with NACUBO in this initiative are: 
*American College Personnel Association (ACPA) 
*APPA (Association of Higher Education Facilities Officers) 
*Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges (AGB) 
*EDUCAUSE 
*International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators (IACLEA) 
*National Association of College and University Attorneys (NACUA) 
*University Risk Management and Insurance Association (URMIA) 
Strong Collection of Study Deliverables Will Give Campuses Valuable Guidance 

According to the study director, James A. Hyatt, retired executive vice president and COO of Virginia Tech, numerous deliverables will result from the all-threats initiative. “For the next 12 months, we’ll conduct research through a survey of a cross-section of colleges and universities to identify the current state of emergency preparedness,” Hyatt explains. “The project team will also do onsite research by visiting a diverse set of campuses—urban and rural, large and small, community colleges, public and independent institutions. Some of the key results from our exploration will be a symposium on taking an all-threats approach to campus safety and security, plus a campus self-assessment instrument.” 

The Press Release notes that for information, contact:  

Geraldine Romano 
Managing Director of Communications, NACUBO 
202.861.2531 -- geraldine.romano@nacubo.org  

Lisa Jordan 
Associate Director of Communications, NACUBO 
202.861.2565 -- lisa.jordan@nacubo.org  
(4)  Southern Connecticut State University Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management 
Communicated yesterday and today with Dr. Scot Phelps, an associate professor of emergency management in the School of Health and Human Services at SCSU.  Dr. Phelps was recently brought to Southern after three years managing a master's program in public administration in emergency and disaster management at Metropolitan College in New York City.  SCSU will be rolling-out a new Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management next September for the Fall Semester.  Dr. Phelps directed me to the new Certificate in Emergency Management Website at SCSU, where I grabbed the descriptions of the following core courses: 

“The three foundation courses focus on emergency management theory, practice, and process, to provide students with a strong theoretical and practical basis in emergency management. 
  

EDM 500 Emergency, Disaster, & Catastrophe Management Concepts I -- provides in-depth knowledge of disaster theory, including historical approaches to disasters and disaster management; the culture of disasters; planning for disasters; communication during disasters; mitigation of risk; the role of the private sector, government, and the individual; response to disasters; recovery; and future issues. 

EDM 501 Emergency, Disaster, & Catastrophe Management Concepts II --  focuses on how emergency managers work at the federal, state, local, and private sectors, and addresses how they manage hands-on disaster planning, mitigation, response, and recovery efforts.  This course examines current approaches to emergencies, disasters, and catastrophes.  

EDM 502 Emergency Project Management -- focuses on providing in-depth knowledge of project management within the emergency management context.  The course goal is to provide a background in principles, coupled with readings and case studies from applied settings to give students a holistic understanding of how the process of planning for and responding to disasters may even be more important than the plan itself. 
The website location for information is: http://www.southernct.edu/emergencymanagement/ 

Scot’s email address is to found there as well.  Congratulations Scot and Southern Connecticut. 

(5)  State Preparedness Report by the CDC: 
Today at approximately 2:00, Dr. Julie L. Gerberding, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Richard Besser, M.D., Director, CDC Coordinating Office for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response, will do a telebriefing will provide background and highlights from CDC's first public health emergency preparedness report on state preparedness efforts.  One can listen to the Web Cast at: www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media. 

At 2:00 the report itself will be released, and a teleconference transcript will become available shortly thereafter – at:  www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media. 

The 164-page report is entitled Public Health Preparedness: Mobilizing State by State. 
The End. 
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