February 19, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Hi-Ed Report
 (1)  Continuity of Operations (COOP) FEMA Portal Now Open for Business: 
From the new website location, hosted by FEMA’s U.S. Fire Administration: 

Disasters strike when we least expect them. That's why we all need a plan to make sure we're ready for anything, and our departments or agencies can function even after a catastrophe. The following Continuity Connection video series addresses what you and your workplace can do to continue operating under the worst circumstances. Whether it's a flood, fire, computer virus or pandemic, if you have a continuity of operations (COOP) plan, conduct COOP training and exercises - you'll get through the crisis and get back on your feet serving the citizens of America. 
Continuity Connection Video Series 
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Other COOP Related materials and training are available from this site as well -- http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/coop/ 
(2)  EM Hi-Ed Conference, June 2-5, 2008 – Writer’s Workshop: 
Recently communicated with Bob Jaffin with American Public University and confirmed that he is developing a “Writing Workshop” on Monday, June 2nd – which will be first come first served.  [As an aside we hope to start mailing applications packages out this week.]   For more information, Bob Jaffin can be reached at:  hazmatgo@metrocast.net 
(3)  HAZUS University Clearinghouse: 
Participated in an hour-long conference-call today on organizing a “HAZUS University Clearinghouse,” the purpose of which is describe in the following email note which was part of setting up the conference call: 
The primary role of the HAZUS University Clearinghouse will be to promote, support and enhance the use of HAZUS for academic research, local and state emergency management projects, education and service programs.  This will be a web-based space that will provide HUGs [HAZUS User’s Groups] and other user’s access to Universities that are both teaching HAZUS and using HAZUS for research and data collection and would in turn provide networking and resources for Universities and their staff.  The University Clearinghouse will support state and local emergency management projects by granting them access to local and regional resources. 

There seemed to be consensus on the conference-call to focus on three areas in setting-up a clearinghouse:  Teaching, Research, and Service Learning.  The two parts we were most interested in were service-learning and teaching.  There is an “Experiential Learning” section on the EM Hi-Ed Project website now, which contains a sub-section on :Service Learning.”  We would very much like to double-post items which focus on student service learning activities related to emergency management, GIS, and HAZUS.  For more information on the potential development of the HAZUS University Clearinghouse, please contact Ms. Jamie Caplan at:  Jamie@jamiecaplan.com  
(4)  Presidentially Declared Disasters – 1,745 and Counting – Are You Prepared: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  1,745 Disasters and Counting…Are You Prepared? Wash., DC:  February 19, 2008, At:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=42649 

[Excerpt:  “Since 1953 there have been 1,745 disasters which received a presidential declaration. The first of the numbered disasters was a tornado in Georgia. Southern California wildfires that raged last fall received declaration number 1,731 and caused one of the largest evacuations in U.S. history. Severe storms ripped through Tennessee and Arkansas recently to push the number to 1,745.  Each number represents an event that was too destructive for state and local governments to manage without federal help. Many disasters force residents out of their homes. Residents who remain often go days without water, lights and energy to cook food or heat their homes.”]   

This News Release goes on to note family disaster preparedness steps for citizens. 
(5)  Terrorism: 
Scheuer, Michael.  “The State of the Jihad, As He Might See It.”  Washington Post, 17 Feb 2008. At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/02/15/AR2008021502899.html 

On Feb. 5, Director of National Intelligence Mike McConnell warned the Senate Intelligence Committee that al-Qaeda is regrouping, not retreating -- and boosting its capacities to launch another attack inside the United States. So how does the war on terrorism look these days through our enemies' eyes? Here's an informed -- albeit fictional – guess.  
The author:  Michael Scheuer was chief of the CIA's bin Laden unit from 1996 to 1999. His latest book is "Marching Toward Hell: America and Islam After Iraq." 

  

The End. 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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