February 12, 2008 FEMA EM Hi-Ed Project Report
(1)  EIIP Virtual Forum on “Principles of Emergency Management” 
On February 13th at 12:00 Noon EST, the EIIP Virtual Forum will host a “live chat” presentation and interactive Q&A session on the Principles of Emergency Management" published this past September by the Emergency Management Roundtable. The EM Roundtable is comprised of emergency management stakeholder organizational representatives.  The guest speaker will be Michael D. Selves, CEM, the immediate Past President of the International Association of Emergency Managers, and the original “spark” behind the formation and then leadership of the Roundtable.  Additional information, including a “Background Page” can be accessed at: http://www.emforum.org/ 

(2)  National Response Framework Briefing Materials 
Department of Homeland Security. National Response Framework Rollout Briefing and Notes. 22 Jan 2008, 26 pp. At: 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/NRFRolloutBriefingNotes.pdf" \o "http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/NRFRolloutBriefingNotes.pdf
http://www.emforum.org/" 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/NRFRolloutBriefingNotes.pdf
 

[Note:  The National Response Framework Resources Center issued a news item today to the effect that the above noted item is no longer password protected and is thus publicly accessible.] 
(3)  Strengthening Homeland Security Report: 
Williams, Cindy.  Strengthening Homeland Security: Reforming Planning and Resource Allocation. IBM Center for The Business of Government, 2008 Presidential Transition Series, 16 Jan 2008, 58 pages. At: http://www.businessofgovernment.org/pdfs/CindyWilliamsReport.pdf 

[Excerpt from 2-page “Insight Brief” – 

“Homeland Security planning and budgeting processes have hampered desired results. 

Two results that experts and policy makers expected from the establishment of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) have not materialized: spending tied clearly to the nation’s top priorities and unity of effort across the entire federal homeland security establishment. Rather than strengthening our homeland security efforts, the planning and budgeting processes have created crucial weaknesses. Strong legacy interests, weak internal processes, and a lack of analytic capacity are keeping the nation from getting its money’s worth from DHS. The coming transition to a new administration and Congress opens a window for reform of crucial processes at DHS. 

“Changes to planning and budgeting can make DHS more effective. 

Solid structures and sound processes for planning and resource allocation can help decision-makers get needed information about the costs and potential consequences of the options available to them. Improving these systems can help leaders establish control over priorities by strengthening the links between strategies and budgets, and pull competing organizations into a cohesive whole. The new administration and Congress 

can take a number of important steps to strengthen the links between strategies and budgets. The White House should: 

        Reconfigure the Executive Office to strengthen White House planning and resource allocation to address long-term security challenges, especially when they lie at the intersection of homeland security and national security. 

        Improve its articulated homeland security strategies and strengthen the linkage between strategy and resources.” 

The End. 
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 “Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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