December 8, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Appalachian State University: 
Received news today that Dr. John Pine is making a transition from Louisiana State University, where he initiated the Disaster Science Program, to join the faculty at Appalachian State in Boone, NC within the Emergency Management Program there.  Will post a new email address for Dr. Pine once received here. 

(2)  Business Crisis and Continuity Management: 
Talked today with Lori Rivera with the FEMA Private Sector Office to acquaint her with  some of the private-sector oriented work that has been sponsored by the EM Hi-Ed Program. Particularly the work of Dr. Greg Shaw at George Washington University in DC, who, some years back led the effort to produce the Business and Industry Crisis Management Course for the EM Hi-Ed Program. 
Informed Ms. Rivera that we have let a contract with Dr. Shaw to revise and update this course, which will now be renamed the “Business Crisis and Continuity Management” course.  

Also discussed how Dr. Shaw’s course could be drawn upon for the development of either a classroom-based training course, or an EMI Independent Study Course.  

Followed that conversation up by calling Dr. Shaw to check on the status of his course revision work.  Dr. Shaw reports that all is going well.  Nine sessions have been revised and he is on-target to have the project completed on-time – by mid-July 2009. We plan on posting these revised sessions to the EM Hi-Ed website as soon as we can go through the review/approval/posting by web-staff process. 

(3)  Hurricane Ike Recovery -- Texas: 
Smith, Michael A.  The Daily News (Galveston), “Overwhelmingly Bad Government,” December 7, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.galvnews.com/story.lasso?ewcd=8b98667f0dff6816&-session=TheDailyNews:4137BE1F1d78428775uNl3474A6F 

Gov. Rick Perry said last month he was “underwhelmed” and irritated by the federal response to Hurricane Ike, the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s in particular. 

FEMA deserves some criticism; maybe a lot. It’s also true, however, that FEMA has become a general-purpose whipping boy for post-disaster disasters.  There’s nothing especially wrong with that, except it may obscure the fact there’s plenty to be underwhelmed and irritated about at every level of government. 

The state’s own response has not been dazzling. The Texas Workforce Commission mailed unemployment checks to people without addresses, for example.  At the same time Perry was bashing FEMA, he announced formation of a disaster recovery commission. Its first job would be finding short-term housing for people left homeless by the hurricane. That was two weeks ago, and more than two months into Ike’s aftermath. If the commission has done anything at all, it has done so very quietly. It certainly has not solved or even mitigated the housing problem. 

One of the few places in Galveston where FEMA might have put a lot of trailers was on land owned by the county north of Broadway, near the criminal justice center. That’s not a bad spot. It’s behind the seawall, near the headquarters of both the sheriff’s office and the police department, and within walking distance of the Island Community Center, where many post-disaster social services are stationed. 

A majority of the commissioner’s court is against that idea. Commissioners offered various justifications for their opposition, none very compelling, much less overwhelming, in their merit.  The most ridiculous was that trailers in the city’s gateway would be an aesthetic faux pas. Apparently forcing people to live in the gutted shells of houses, or in tents, and perhaps ultimately in alleys and under bridges, is better, as long as they don’t do it where tourists could see them.  City councils all over Galveston County took similar stances against temporary housing. Galveston’s public school district did, too.  Even among the general public, it’s hard to find people willing to put concern for displaced people above concern about problems the residents of temporary housing could cause.  Some of those concerns are real and some probably imaginary. Either way, the fact they prevail makes all the rhetoric about taking care of our own ring a little hollow…. 

Governments at every level have given themselves breaks on what they normally should do, and reasonably so in many cases.  At the same time, they have done little to reasonably accommodate people trying to survive this calamity through their own initiative. 
(3)  New Orleans Times Picayune FEMA Editorial: 
South Louisianians who have dealt with the Federal Emergency Management Agency for more than three years are hardly surprised by its slow performance in Texas following Hurricane Ike.  Still, it's worrisome that three years after its Katrina fiasco FEMA remains a troubled bureaucracy. In some respects, it seems so unable to provide effective emergency management that it might as well be renamed as simply the Federal Agency…. 

The agency deserves credit for making improvements since Katrina. But it's clear FEMA retains its love affair with paperwork and bureaucratic process, slowing down its post-disaster response. As a result, cash-strapped local governments, for example, are risking bankruptcy while they wait for federal reimbursement for emergency expenses. 
"If (FEMA) had a lot of experience in hurricanes and disasters, it looks like they could come up with some kind of process that would work," Chambers County Judge Jimmy Sylvia complained to the AP…. 
Some FEMA officials have reacted defensively to criticism, noting their changes since Katrina. But making progress is hardly enough when the agency is failing the people who need help now. 

(4)  Today in Disaster History – December 8, 1963 – Pan Am Flight 214 Hit by Lightning 
“A Pan American World Airways, Inc., Boeing 707-121…Flight 214, crashed at 2059 EST December 8, 1963, near Elkton, Maryland…. 
“Pan American Flight 214…departed Friendship International Airport, Baltimore, Maryland, for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at 2024 1 December 8, 1963. The aircraft, with 73 passengers and a crew of eight 

“Flight 214 was in a holding pattern awaiting an instrument approach to the Philadelphia International Airport when it was struck by lightning…. 

“…at 2058:56 the following transmission was heard on the Philadelphia Approach Control frequency 124 6 "MAYDAY MAYDAY MAYDAY" 5 Clipper 214 out of control. Here we go." Seconds later another transmission on the same frequency was heard "Clipper 214 is going down in flames." This latter transmission was made by the first officer of National Airlines Flight 16 (NAL 16). 6 NAL 16 was in the same holding pattern as Flight 214 but 1,000 feet higher, and the first officer had seen the Pan American flight descending on fire. 

“Immediately thereafter, the aircraft was observed to be on fire. A large portion of the left wing separated in flight and the aircraft crashed in flames approximately ten nautical miles southwest of the New Castle, Delaware VOR. All persons aboard, 73 passengers and eight crew members, perished in the crash and the aircraft was destroyed….. 

“Nearly 600 pieces of wreckage were strewn outside the main impact crater in an area approximately four miles long and one mile wide…. 

“Lightning discharges can be hazardous to aircraft fuel systems by possibly igniting the fuel vapor within the tanks. Direct strokes may penetrate the wall of the tank or cause internal sparking, either from the high resistive and/or inductive voltages developed across internal discontinuities, or from possibly high voltages induced in the fuel probe wiring. In addition, flame can propagate through the vent system, from fuel vapors ignited at the vent outlet by direct strokes, streamering, or blast pressure waves, spark showers, and possible plasma penetration from direct strokes…. 

“To clarify the subject of lightning, a U. S Weather Bureau witness was called to testify at the hearing and various technical reports were reviewed. These sources indicate that a lightning stroke begins when the air's resistance to the passage of electricity breaks down. At that time a faintly luminous stepped leader advances toward an area of opposite potential, the earth in the case of cloud to ground lightning. The difference in electrical potential between a cloud and the ground may be in the order of ten to one hundred million volts and discharge current may exceed 100,000 amperes with 10,000 amperes per micro-second 13 rate of current rise…. 

“The stepped leader advances toward the ground in a series of discrete branching movements, forming an ionized path down from the cloud. As a branch of the stepped leader is approaching the ground, the intensified electric field causes an upward moving streamer to form at a ground projection and advance toward the stepped leader. As the oppositely charged leaders meet, completing the ionized channel, an avalanche of electron flow follows, discharging the cloud to the ground. This entire sequence is accomplished in approximately one millisecond…. 

“Statistics indicate that the majority of lightning strikes to aircraft occur at ambient temperatures near the freezing level. This correlates with thunderstorm electrification theories that charge separation occurs about the freezing level. N709PA was at or near the freezing level just prior to the accident…. 
“The Board determines the probable cause of this accident was lightning induced ignition of the fuel/air mixture in the No. 1 reserve fuel tank with resultant explosive disintegration of the left outer wing and loss of control.”  (CAB, AAR 1-0015, “Pan American World Airways, Inc. Boeing 707-121, N709PA Near Elkton, Maryland, December 8, 1963.”) 

(5)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  1,450 
(6)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  15,473 
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