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(1)  Billion Dollar Disasters: 
Moulson, Geir (AP).  “Ike, Gustav Most Expensive 2008 Disasters.”  December 30, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/business/36839139.html?showAll=y&c=y 

BERLIN — Insurers’ losses from natural disasters rose by about 50 percent in 2008, with Caribbean hurricanes Ike and Gustav powering the increase and climate change increasingly a factor, a leading reinsurer said Monday. 

The year’s most expensive event for insurers was Hurricane Ike, which hit the Caribbean and the Louisiana and Texas coasts in September, causing insured losses of $15 billion. In second place was Gustav, which hit the Baton Rouge area on Sept. 1, leaving behind insured losses of $5 billion. 

In both cases, the overall losses were about twice the insured losses. 

The company noted that six named storms — Dolly, Edouard, Fay, Gustav, Hanna and Ike — reached the U.S. coast this year after two years in which the American mainland was largely spared. 

Munich Re AG said in an annual review that insured losses came in at $45 billion this year, up from nearly $30 billion in 2007. Total economic losses, including losses not covered by insurance, leapt to some $200 billion from last year’s $82 billion, the company said…. 

Munich Re said the year was marked by high losses from weather-related natural disasters, continuing a long-term trend. 

Munich Re said an unusually severe U.S. tornado season, with a total of 1,700 tornadoes, also proved costly. A series of tornadoes that killed 12 people in late May generated insured losses of more than $1.3 billion. 

(2)  Floodplain Disclosure Information: 
Pilger, Lore. “Judge Awards $405K in City Flood Plain Suit.” Lincoln Journal Star, 27 Dec 2008. At:http://journalstar.com/articles/2008/12/27/news/local/doc4956b94348451757377273.txt 

A Lancaster County judge has ordered the city of Lincoln to pay $405,000 to three couples given city-issued building permits but not told that their new homes would be in a 10-year flood plain. 

The city owes Troy and Shari Stonacek $165,000, Brad and Jennifer Sheaff $140,000 and George and Lori Bristol $100,000 in damages for not informing the families when it gave the permits for them to build, according to the ruling by District Judge Steven Burns. 

Government officials told the families at a meeting in May 2005 their homes were in a flood plain — prompting three lawsuits. 

[Judge Burns] said, he was persuaded to take three factors argued by the plaintiffs into consideration: 

1.) That there is a distinction between a home with a dry basement and one that takes on water, regardless of if it’s in a flood plain; 

2.) That a home in a flood plain would be valued differently than the same home in another location, and; 

3.) That the frequency of flooding probably also would affect what someone would pay for it….. 

According to court records, the city knew well before 2005, even before the families purchased the lots, the area was in a flood plain. 

(3)  Hurricane Ike Fatalities: 
Paschenko, Chris.  “Another Ike Victim Found on Goat Island.”  The Daily News (Galveston County, TX), December 25, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.galvnews.com/story.lasso?ewcd=f231e22139db9b85&-session=TheDailyNews:4137BE211de8c00862kQU1115192 

BOLIVAR — A contracted search crew recovered the badly decomposed body of the county’s 20th victim of Hurricane Ike while searching a debris pile on Goat Island, officials said Wednesday. 

Officials have yet to determine the gender, age or identity of the person believed to have died as a result of the storm, which made landfall here Sept. 13, causing severe flooding and damaging much of the upper Texas coast…. 
Sunday’s discovery marks the 20th person from Galveston County who died as a result of the storm, according to accounts from local authorities. 

The Laura Recovery Center in Friendswood at last count listed 10 people still missing from the peninsula since the storm. 
See, also: 
Stewart, Richard.  “Badly Decomposed Body on Goat Island May Be Ike Victim.”  Houston Chronicle, December 26, 2008.  At:  http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6182617.html 

Neither article indicates a revised estimate of all Hurricane Ike fatalities.  If one additional fatality is added to the last published account we have seen of total Ike-related fatalities, the number would be 81.  Does any EM Hi-Ed Report reader have anything in the way of being “definitive”??? 
(4)  This Day in Disaster History – December 30, 1903 – Iroquois Theater Fire: 
“On November 23, 1903, the Iroquois Theater opened in Chicago.
[1] Dubbed a “virtual temple of beauty” by the Chicago Tribune, the Iroquois was reportedly fireproof.
[2] In a rush to get the theater open quickly, however, the theater management did not finish many basic fire precautions. Most notably, the theater had no fire alarm or sprinklers and the emergency smoke vents above the stage were nailed shut. Six weeks later, the Iroquois Theater was home to the deadliest fire in Chicago history. 
“The Iroquois Theater presented Mr. Bluebeard, a musical comedy, to a standing-room-only crowd of over 1,900 people on December 30, 1903. Another 400 performers and stagehands were crowded into the basement dressing rooms and backstage areas.
[3] Halfway through the show,
[4] a floodlight over the stage exploded, setting fire to the red velvet curtain. The fire quickly spread to the oil-painted wood and canvas set pieces hanging in the catwalks and soon flaming debris was falling onto the stage. Despite pleas from the show’s star to remain calm,
[5] the audience panicked and attempted to flee the theater, just as smoke began filling the auditorium. The fleeing audience members did not get far. Many of the exits were locked
[6] or hidden behind heavy, decorative curtains. Other doors were unlocked, but they only opened inward, trapping the victims in the jam-packed hallways. Some theatergoers were even trapped by illegal, accordion-style metal gates that the theater management locked during the shows to keep audience members in the upper balconies from sneaking downstairs for a better view of the show.
[7] As the flames spread into the auditorium, hundreds of theatergoers were burned to death, while hundreds more trapped in the hallways suffocated from the smoke. 
“As there was no fire alarm in the theater, a stagehand had to run to the nearest firehouse to report that the theater was in flames.
[8] When the first firefighters arrived at the theater they found it difficult to enter the auditorium because of the number of bodies stacked up at the doors. Once inside, they were able to quickly douse the flames, as the fire has already consumed most of the flammable materials in the theater. Once the fire was out, one firefighter apparently shouted: “If there is any living person in here, groan or make a sound.” His request was met by silence. 
“In the end, 602 people, mainly women and children, were killed in the fire. At one locked exit, firefighters counted 200 bodies stacked ten high and twenty deep. The subsequent investigations into the fire uncovered numerous troubling facts, including the lack of sprinklers and fire alarms and the locked exits. In the coming months and years, many laws were enacted in response to the Iroquois Theater Fire, including laws requiring mandatory theater upgrades including outward-opening doors that remain unlocked, exit lights, automatic sprinklers, fire alarm systems, and flame resistant scenery, props, and curtains.”  (Groves 2006, Iroquois Theater Fire, Chicago:  December 30, 1903) 
“In the aftermath of the disaster, Williams was later charged and convicted of misfeasance. Chicago’s mayor was also indicted, though the charges didn’t stick. The theater owner was convicted of manslaughter due to the poor safety provisions; the conviction was later appealed and reversed. In fact, the only person to serve any jail time in relation to this disaster was a nearby saloon owner who had robbed the dead bodies while his establishment served as a makeshift morgue following the fire.”  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago Theater.”) 

Fatality Estimates: 
--  602  NFPA 2008, Key Dates in Fire History; Wikipedia, “Iroquois Theater Fire” 

--<600  Brandt 2006 

--  600  History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago... 

Sources:  

Brandt, Nat.  Chicago Death Trap:  The Iroquois Theater Fire of 1903.  Southern Illinois University, 2006, 240 pages. 

Groves, Adam.  “Iroquois Theater Fire, Chicago:  December 30, 1903.”  Ideals, Illinois Fire Service Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 2006.  Accessed at:  https://www.ideals.uiuc.edu/handle/2142/85 

  
History.com.  This Day in History, Disaster, December 30, 1903.  “Fire Breaks Out In Chicago Theater.”  Accessed 12/28/2008 at:   http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history.do?action=Landing&displayDate=12/30&categoryId=disaster 
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(5)  Undealtwith Email Backlog:  1409 

(6)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  16,146 

We trust that all will have a very happy New Year. 
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[1] 24-28 West Randolph Street, north side, between State and Dearborn. 

[2] “In fact, George Williams, Chicago’s building commissioner, and fire inspector Ed Laughlin looked over the theater in November 1903 and declared that it was ‘fireproof beyond all doubt’.  They also noted its 30 exits, 27 of which were double doors.  However, at the same time, William Clendenin, the editor of Fireproof magazine, also inspected the Iroquois and wrote a scathing editorial about its fire dangers, pointing out that there was a great deal of wood trim, no fire alarm and no sprinkler system over the stage.”  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago Theater.”) 

[3] Wikipedia:  “Versus the 1,724 seating capacity, nearly 2,000 patrons, mostly women and children on the holidays school break, were in attendance at this Wednesday matinee showing of the popular musical Mr. Bluebeard starring Eddie Foy and Annabelle Whitford and a performance troupe of 500. 

[4] “At about 3:15…”  (Wikipedia, “Iroquois Theater Fire.” 

[5]  Eddie Foy was the star – “When the actors became aware of the fire, they scattered backstage. Foy later returned and tried to calm the audience, telling them to stay seated.  An asbestos curtain was to be lowered that would confine the fire but when it wouldn’t come fully down, a panic began.  It later turned out to be made of paper so it wouldn’t have helped in any case.  Soon, all the lights inside the theater went out and there were stampedes near the open exits.  When the back door was opened, the shift of air caused a fireball to roar through the backstage area.” .”  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago Theater.”) 

[6] “…27 of the theater’s 30 exits were locked…..The teenage ushers working the theater fled immediately, forgetting to open the locked emergency exit doors.  The few doors that were able to be forced open were four feet above the sidewalk, which slowed down the exiting process.”  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago Theater.”) 

[7] “Most of the 591 people who died were seated in the balconies. There were no fire escapes or ladders to assist them and some took their chances and jumped. The bodies were piled six deep near the narrow balcony exits. In fact, some people were knocked down by the falling bodies and were eventually pulled out alive from under burned victims.”  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago Theater.”) 

[8] “…stage manager Bill Carlton went out front to watch the show with the 2,000 patrons while the other stage hands left the theater and went out for a drink.  It was a spotlight operator who first noticed that one of the calcium lights seemed to have sparked a fire backstage.  The cluttered area was full of fire fuel—wooden stage props and oily rags.””  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, Dec 30, 1903. “Fire Breaks Out in Chicago Theater.”) 

_______________________________________________________
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