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(1)  Catastrophe Insurance:  

Recio, Maria.  “Experts:  Insure For All-Peril.”  Biloxi Sun Herald, December 3, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.sunherald.com/pageone/story/990521.html 

Excerpt:  

A coalition of experts in hurricanes, earthquakes and other natural disasters warned on Tuesday that the U.S. would experience another major disaster and called on the incoming Congress to quickly approve national catastrophe insurance…. 

The Homeowners Defense Act, championed by Florida lawmakers and backed by President-elect Barack Obama when he was in the Senate, would create state catastrophe funds that would then support a federal reinsurance program… 

The Homeowners Defense Act provides a way for state-sponsored insurance funds to bundle catastrophe risk, and then transfer that risk to private markets through the use of catastrophe bonds and reinsurance contracts. 

The legislation also would enable the federal government to extend loans to state insurance funds after a major natural disaster. 
(2)  Department of Homeland Security – Small Boats and FEMA: 

Carlstrom, Gregg.  “Mumbai Attack Shows Need to Secure Small Boats, DHS Leaders Say.”  Federal Times, December 2, 2008.  At:  http://www.federaltimes.com/index.php?S=3845701 

Excerpt:  

Chertoff…defended keeping the Federal Emergency Management Agency within the Homeland Security Department, saying its inclusion in the department ensures a more coordinated and integrated government response to disasters.  He pointed to last week’s attacks in Mumbai: Poor communication meant it took hours before the fire department arrived at the burning Taj Mahal hotel. 

Chertoff said keeping FEMA inside DHS would avoid this kind of “disintegration.” 

“When people say, ‘Let’s peel it back, because response is different from protection,’ I don’t agree,” Chertoff said. “I don’t want to stovepipe. I want to integrate.” 

He said he was pleased with President-elect Barack Obama’s pick of Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano as his successor as Homeland Security secretary, noting that he’s known her for more than a decade, dating back to their time as U.S. attorneys. 

He cited three near-term matters Napolitano should attend to soon after being confirmed. One is to continue implementing the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative, which requires all travelers to show a passport when entering the United States from countries in the Western Hemisphere. He said Napolitano will also need to craft a 2010 budget for DHS, and work on deploying the next generation of nuclear and biological weapons detectors. 

And he said Napolitano should resist the urge to reorganize the department.  “I would stop reorganizing,” Chertoff said. “Every time you do that, it sets you back a year ... and then people don’t know what their future is. It’s like tearing a tree up by its roots.” 

(3)  FEMA and DHS: 
Lieberman, Senator Joseph I, and Senator Susan Collins.  “Reforming FEMA:  Two Senators Speak Out.”  New York Times.  December 3, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/03/opinion/l03fema.html?_r=1&%2334;homeland%20security=&sq=&st=nyt&adxnnl=1&%2334;=&scp=1&adxnnlx=1228327585-cg4WdleyHv5JOd/V2iZ5kg&pagewanted=print 

Excerpt: 
Your Nov. 24 editorial “Fixing FEMA” is based on a myth that the agency was capable of handling a catastrophe before it was included in the Department of Homeland Security in 2003 to ensure an all-hazards approach to disasters, whether they are natural or man-made. But our 2005-06 investigation into the failed response to Hurricane Katrina found that FEMA had never faced a catastrophe the magnitude of Katrina and would have been unable to respond effectively regardless of whether it was in or out of the Homeland Security Department…. 

FEMA is becoming a far stronger agency. The last thing it needs is another upheaval. 
(4)  FEMA and Operability: 
Sweet, Lynn.  “Obama COS Rahm Emanuel says ‘Get a FEMA That Is Operable’ Pool Report.”  Chicago Sun-Times.  December 2, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://blogs.suntimes.com/sweet/2008/12/obama_cos_rahm_emanuel_says_ge.html 

Excerpt:  

“…a number of governors also noted that FEMA was not in good shape.  Governor Bobby Jindal said a lot of stuff has been still from Katrina the money is appropriated but the papers are still not being processed to get the resources out. 

He couldn't have been blunter that FEMA is not working. 

There was also a bipartisan sense ... that one of the more important things you can do is get a FEMA that is operable and helps states process what needed to be processed to get a recovery, when you are hit with a natural catastrophe, up and running. 

Q: Bellantoni: Did Napolitano weigh in? 

You all know FEMA is under the Department of Homeland Security so you have somebody who's close at hand and somebody you all know and there was an applause done for her at that time. 

Q: So it was indicated to the governors that FEMA would remain under Homeland Security? 


A: Well it was indicated was the Department of Homeland Security Sec- Janet Napolitano. I didn't we did not, nobody got into that subject -(interjection- "of whether or not it would")- but it was no, that particular subject was not brought up. It was the general sense that FEMA was not responsive. And that it could do a better job and that was where it was set. 

(5)  Homeland Security: 
Simpson, Cam.  “Chertoff, Shifting Views on Security, Pushes Use of ‘Soft Power.”  Wall Street Journal, December 3, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122826516407974349.html?mod=todays_us_page_one 

Excerpts: 
The Bush administration's point man in protecting America against terrorism says U.S. investments in safety should not be restricted to airport screening machines or border fences. Michael Chertoff says the U.S. also should spend more on foreign-aid programs, scholarships for foreign students and other tools of so-called soft power. 

  
The idea isn't new, but the messenger is. Mr. Chertoff, secretary of the Department of Homeland Security since February 2005, heads an agency known for its crackdowns on immigration and the ratcheting-up of passenger screening at airports. He spent the first three years of his tenure working to integrate the 22 agencies and roughly 200,000 employees that make up the department, which was formed after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 
Mr. Chertoff said he came to his views over the past six months or so, when he finally had time to think about big-picture challenges. Now, he said, "a lasting victory in the safeguarding of the country" can be achieved only by marrying traditional security with winning "a contest of ideas, and a battle for the allegiance of men and women around the world."…. 
The homeland-security secretary's new views haven't had a big effect on policy at his agency, which isn't in charge of foreign policy. But he said he intends to keep speaking about the issue after he leaves office. His message resembles statements Monday by President-elect Barack Obama and others on his national-security team: that the U.S. must rely on the power of its moral example alongside more traditional military means to achieve its goals abroad….. 
Mr. Chertoff said that in the short term, the nation is almost as secure as it can get. On a scale of one to 10, he said, the U.S. is around an 8-plus. "I think in terms of the kind of short-term-to-medium-term things we need to do to maximize our ability to protect ourselves, recognizing that that's not a guarantee, I think we've gotten a lot of that done," he said. 
(6)  Terrorism and Weapons of Mass Destruction: 
Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism.  World at Risk:  The Report of the Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism.  New York:  Vintage Books, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.scribd.com/doc/8574914/World-at-Risk-The-Report-of-the-Commission-on-the-Prevention-of-WMD-Proliferation-and-Terrorism-Full-Report 

From Executive Summary: 

The Commission believes that unless the world community acts decisively and with great urgency, it is more likely than not that a weapon of mass destruction will be used in a terrorist attack somewhere in the world by the end of 2013. 

The Commission further believes that terrorists are more likely to be able to obtain and use a biological weapon than a nuclear weapon.  The Commission believes that the U.S. government needs to move more aggressively to limit the proliferation of biological weapons and reduce the prospect of a bioterror attack. 

(7)  This Day in Disaster History – December 3, 1979 – “Who” Disaster, Cincinnati – Special Events Planning Relevant: 
Nager, Larry.  “Concert Industry Learned from Who Tragedy – Safety Taken More Seriously After 11 Died in 1979.” Cincinnati Enquirer, December 3, 1999.  Accessed at: http://www.enquirer.com/editions/1999/12/03/loc_concert_industry.html 

“…11 people were killed outside [Riverfront Coliseum, Cincinnati] …in the crush before a concert by the Who. 

“It remains the deadliest concert disaster in American history…. 

“…enormous changes [have been] seen by the local and national concert industry since Dec. 3, 1979. Far greater emphasis on pre-show planning and more communication among venues, promoters and artists have helped make concerts safer. Some of those developments have been cultural, as attitudes toward arena concerts and the people attending them have changed. 

“Other changes have been legislative, as laws passed in Cincinnati after those deaths remain in effect, including a ban on general-admission seating for events drawing more than 3,000 people. "Festival seating," in which the first people through the door get closest to the stage, is thought to have contributed to the dangerous conditions at the Who concert. When doors failed to open on time, the impatient crowd repeatedly surged forward. 

“Show times and other important information are printed on tickets. Promoters, police and areas security staff members all will have been briefed on how crowds at other shows on the tour have acted.  "There's no doubt that the building manager today are much more professional than they were 20 years ago,” says Gary Bongiovanni, editor-in-chief of PollStar, a concert business trade magazine. “Building managers today realize that crowd control starts outside the building, not just inside. Today, there's crowd control for when they put tickets on sale.”   “There's just a lot more planning,” explains Firstar Center manager Mike Smith. “You set and publish and publicize door times, show times. You have standard procedures for welcoming the crowd, people being positioned at doors and at gates, specifically at the arena. You have regular and lengthy and extensive contact with the show in advance of the date. You have much greater access to information regarding the shows in other cities.   

        

“And you're not only planning on the inside but from the outside in....What kind of crowd are you expecting? ... When had the crowd arrived at other venues for similar or the same attraction? You just have greater access to information regarding the tour.” 

        

“In 1979, the idea of rock concerts in sports arenas was still fairly new. Riverfront Coliseum was barely 4 years old, built for sports tenants, such as the Cincinnati Stingers hockey team.  “When the Who went into Riverfront, it was probably more of a rarity than the common occurrence that it is today for large rock 'n' roll shows,” Mr. Bongiovanni says.  “Building managers were still trying to figure out how to deal with it. And many of them really looked on rock concerts as necessary evils, something they didn't want to do but were being forced into doing. 

“They were there to handle their sports tenants and that was it. And they hated the idea that these hippies would come into their buildings. Obviously, that attitude has changed now.”  Some of those concert-going “hippies” are today's arena managers and police officers. Firstar's Mr. Smith, 41, has been working at concerts since his teens. He thinks his long experience and that of others in the business means safer, smoother shows. 

“People have instincts now as to what to expect at these events,” he says. Mr. Smith has seen a change at venues in the general attitudes of both management and concert-goers.  “Go back a certain number of years — there was always this "us against them' mentality. Even if you were security at that time, you were taught or trained that, "We have to defend the fortress against the patrons.' And that has changed to allying yourself with the patrons.” 

“Mr. Smith says security personnel…are instructed “to make contact with the people around them prior to the show starting. Create a bond with the patrons so that as the evening goes on you're not a stranger, not one of "them,' not one of the bad guys.” 

        

“The Internet has increased communication among venues, promoters and law enforcement officials. And magazines such as PollStar, which began publishing in 1982, regularly cover security issues at concerts…. 

Despite organization and planning, dangers still exist. A few weeks ago, Keith Phillips of Remington, paralyzed in a crowd-surfing incident at a 1994 Metallica concert at Riverbend, settled his case against the band and the venue. 

        

“The injuries at the 1999 Woodstock Festival are more proof of the potential dangers of large rock shows, says Paul Wertheimer, head of Crowd Management Strategies, a Chicago-based concert industry watchdog group….  ‘I predict there will be in the United States another tragedy like the Who concert tragedy,” adds Mr. Wertheimer, who was Cincinnati's public safety director the night of the Who concert.   But because of the festival seating ban and other local laws, he says, “I don't think it's likely it's going to happen in Cincinnati’.” 
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