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(1)  Disaster Assistance: 
Government Accountability Office.  Disaster Assistance:  Federal Efforts to Assist Group Site Residents with Employment, Services for Families with Children and Transportation (Report to Congressional Requestors, GAO-09-81).  Washington, DC:  GAO, December 2008, 72 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d0981.pdf 
FEMA located more than 500 group sites, housing over 20,000 households over time, throughout counties in Louisiana and Mississippi. About another 106,000 households received trailers that were placed on their property while repairs were being made to their homes. The majority of group sites had less than 50 households, although some group sites had several hundred households residing in them. Most of the households who were placed in group sites reported that they were renters before the storm. While the majority of individuals who received a FEMA trailer reported being employed, about 65 percent reported less than $20,000 in income. About one-fifth reported no source of income, in some cases, they were unemployed and disabled. While FEMA does not update data on group site residents to reflect current employment status or income levels, some state and FEMA officials we spoke with in early 2008 stated that those who remained in the sites the longest were the hardest to serve people including the elderly, persons with disabilities, and unemployed people. 

Federal agencies provided assistance to hurricane victims through a variety of programs; group site residents may have received services, but data generally do not distinguish group site residents from other recipients. Federal agencies offered flexibilities within existing programs, distributed additional funding, and created new programs to assist states in providing employment services, services to families with children, and transportation for all eligible hurricane victims. For example, USDA relaxed eligibility verification requirements and issued guidance to states for its school-based breakfast and lunch programs. Labor encouraged states to apply for new and previously existing waivers available for some of its employment programs and created new programs, including the Reintegration Counselor program that provided intensive career and life counseling to displaced persons. (See app. I for a listing of examples of specific federal actions.) Many of these federal actions were time-limited and available in 2005 and 2006. For example, the Reintegration Counselor program provided services in Mississippi and Louisiana through February 2006. When these programs ended, however, hurricane victims could apply for ongoing programs that were available before the hurricanes and continue now. For example, when the Disaster Food Stamp Program ended, affected persons could apply for and receive, if eligible, benefits from the long-standing Food Stamp Program. While federal agencies took actions to help all eligible hurricane victims, we identified only one federal program—LA Moves, a bus service—that specifically targeted group site residents, but services were limited and underutilized. This program started in January 2007, but the retirement of routes began immediately, with only two group sites receiving services as of June 2007. LA Moves’ services were limited to FEMA-defined “essential services,” specifically to banks, grocery stores, and pharmacies; it did not include transportation to welfare-to-work sites, employment, or human and medical services. 

  

The limited nature of the LA Moves’ services may have contributed to the decline in ridership. Some state agencies and not-for-profit organizations did provide outreach for other services to group sites. For example, Louisiana Department of Social Services officials told us that they conducted outreach at group sites to connect residents with services like disaster food stamps. The largest group site, Renaissance Village, had several services offered on-site, including early childhood education programs, after-school programs, employment services, and transit for persons with disabilities, but was unique in this regard, according to some service providers. In terms of future disasters, FEMA released its draft of a mandated disaster housing strategy in July 2008, 1 year after its due date.  The strategy did not contain all required elements, such as an outline of disaster relief programs for low-income and special needs populations, methods to provide housing where employment is available, and the operations of group sites. However, FEMA said it intends to form a task force that would develop more detailed plans. According to FEMA it anticipates the final strategy will be released before the end of calendar year 2008….. 
(2)  Northeast Ice Storm – and Three Preventable Deaths: 
“An ice storm sweeping across seven states, from Pennsylvania to Maine, knocked out power to nearly one and a quarter million homes and businesses…. Downed trees collided into utility lines, knocking out power to almost 300,000 homes in Massachusetts alone.” (NBC Nightly News, Weather – Northeast Storm,” December 13, 2008)  

“Last week's storm blacked out 1.4 million homes and businesses across the region. Roughly 574,000 customers were still without power Sunday evening in upstate New York, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine. President George W. Bush declared a state of emergency in New Hampshire and in nine of Massachusetts' 14 counties, directing the Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide relief assistance…. 
“Emergency management officials reported four storm-related deaths. A Danville man died of carbon monoxide poisoning from the generator he was using after his power went out Thursday night. Carbon monoxide from a gasoline-powered generator killed a couple in their 60s at Glenville, N.Y., police said Saturday.  The body of a Marlborough, Mass., public works supervisor was recovered from a reservoir Saturday, a day after he went missing while checking on tree limbs downed by the ice.” (Associated Press, “Progress to Restore Power to Northeast Slow, 15 Dec 08) 
“Hospitals across southern New Hampshire have reported treating about 30 people for carbon monoxide poisoning.”  (Seacoast Online, “Gov. Lynch Urges Residents to Expect Prolonged Outage, Seek Shelter,” Dec 13, 2008) 

(3)  Terrorism: 
Bergen, Peter.  “Safe at Home.  New York Times, December 13, 2008.  Accessed at:  

 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/14/opinion/14bergen.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper 

Bobbitt, Philip.  “’Terror’ Is the Enemy.”  New York Times, December 13, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/14/opinion/14bobbitt.html?ref=todayspaper 

(4)  This Day in Disaster History – December 15, 1967 – Silver Bridge Collapse: 
“On December 15, 1967…a national tragedy occurred. Forty-six interstate travelers lost their lives when the Silver Bridge collapsed into the Ohio River during five o'clock rush hour traffic. The 2,235 foot two-way vehicular bridge connected Point Pleasant, West Virginia and Kanauga, Ohio via U.S. Route 35. The West Virginia Ohio River Company built the structure in 1928 for $1.2 million. The bridge, unique in its engineering conception, was the first of its design in America and the second in the world. Instead of woven-wire cable, the bridge was suspended on heat-treated eye-bar chains. It was named the "Silver Bridge" because it was the first in the world to be painted with aluminum paint….”  (OH Historical Society, The Silver Bridge Disaster) 



(5)  Unmanaged Emails in Inbox:  1,299 
(6)  EM Hi-Ed Report Subscribers:  15,662 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
  

EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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