December 10, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  FEMA:  Breaking News–Secretary Chertoff Now Believes FEMA Should Stay in DHS: 
Fowler, Daniel.  “Chertoff Chats About Keeping FEMA in DHS.”  CQ Homeland Security, December 9, 2008.  

Removing the Federal Emergency Management Agency from the Homeland Security Department would result in a gap between prevention and response, Homeland Secretary Michael Chertoff says. 

“What’s going to happen is, I suspect, FEMA will spend a lot of its time focused on what it’s traditionally done: hurricanes, disasters, things of that sort,” Chertoff said Tuesday during a roundtable with reporters. “DHS will spend a lot of time on prevention and protection, which is plenty to do. And . . .  there’ll be a big seam right between them.” According to Chertoff, “That seam will be, what do you do when something could be attacked or addressed by both trying to prevent it, but also mitigating the damage in terms of response?”  No entity, Chertoff said, would have “ownership or responsibility” for that type of situation. “It’ll be something which everybody can say that’s that person’s job,” he said. 

“…Chertoff acknowledged that while he would have put FEMA in DHS when the department was initially formed, he “probably would have been more skeptical before” than he is now. 

(2)  More on FEMA In or Out – Retired General Russel Honore Weighs in on NPR – and on the FEMA Image: 
National Public Radio, All Things Considered, December 9, 2008.  “Should FEMA Be A Standalone Agency?”  

“The Federal Emergency Management Agency could look much different under the Obama administration. Although it is part of the Department of Homeland Security, some feel it would run better as a standalone agency that deals directly with the president. Retired Lt. Gen. Russel Honore, who shares this view, offers his insight.”  

Honore also said that FEMA may need to be "re-branded.” 

To listen, go to:  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=98046280&ft=1&f=1003 

(3)  National Security Studies: 
Project on National Security Reform and the Center for the Study of the Presidency.  Forging a New Shield.  Washington, DC:  PNSR, November 2008, 830 pages.  Accessed at:  http://pnsr.org/data/files/pnsr_forging_a_new_shield_report.pdf 

Forging a New Shield represents the culmination of more than two years of work by more than three hundred dedicated U.S. national security executives, professionals, and scholars. It provides a comprehensive historical analysis of the current U.S. national security system, an evaluation of the system‘s performance since its inception in 1947, and a detailed analysis of its current capabilities. On the basis of these assessments, the report proposes a fully integrated program of reform and renewal. 
This executive summary highlights the compelling case for redesigning the U.S. national security system, distills the study‘s essential assessments and findings, and outlines the detailed, integrated set of recommendations put forth in the report. 

(4)  New Book -- Global Warming, Natural Hazards, and Emergency Management: 
Received today copy of new book edited by Jane Bullock, George Haddow and Kim Haddow, entitled Global Warming, Natural Hazards, and Emergency Management.  This book is published by CRC Press of the Taylor & Francis Group (Boca Raton 2009).  

Foreword by Carl Pope, Executive Director, Sierra Club, and James L. Witt, Chief Executive Officer, James Lee Witt Associates, Inc. 

Chapter 1:  “The Case for Adaptation (Risk Reduction),” by Kim Haddow 

Chapter 2:  “Planning and Protecting the Environment,” by Jim Schwab and Kathryn Hohmann. 

Chapter 3:  “Federal Mitigation Programs:  Collateral Stimulus to Reducing the Impacts of Climate Change in our Communities,” by Jane Bullock, Fran McCarthy, and Brian Cowan 

Chapter 4.  “Community Based Hazard Mitigation Case Studies,” by Ann Paton and Arrietta Chakos 

Chapter 5.  “County/Regional-Based Hazard-Mitigation Case Studies,” by Dave Dickson, Richard Gross, and Ines Pearce 

Chapter 6.  “Conclusions and Recommendations,” by George Haddow. 

(5)  New Madrid Earthquake Hazard Zone: 
The Tennessean.  “False Sense of Security Pervades New Madrid (Editorial).”  December 10, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.tennessean.com/article/20081210/OPINION01/812100395/1008 

“A two-year study by the Federal Emergency Management Agency released last month took a look at the potential for an earthquake from the New Madrid Seismic Zone, which includes parts of the southern and central part of the nation. The study broke down how an earthquake would impact the region near the New Madrid fault in a potential quake of a magnitude of 7.7 on the Richter scale, and Tennessee would not do very well. The study concluded there would be 60,000 casualties in Tennessee, that 260,000 people would be displaced and that there would be damage to 250,000 buildings, with economic losses totaling $56 billion. 

The study concluded that of all the states in the New Madrid Seismic Zone, Tennessee would incur the most damage in a major earthquake, and the zone includes Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi and Missouri. Further, the study found that the full impact of a series of quakes from the New Madrid would amount to "by far the highest economic loss due to a natural disaster in the USA." So for everyone who thinks of the Big One happening "out there," the assessment of the New Madrid should be a jolt. Earthquakes in the early 19th century did huge damage to the region along the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. 

As for what Tennesseans should do in anticipation of a potentially catastrophic event, the answers are basically to use common sense. Pay attention to emergency response leaders, because state authorities, including the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, do have emergency response plans. But families should develop household plans, too. 

One rule of thumb is the "Drop, Cover and Hold On" strategy. That means drop to the floor, get under something sturdy, and hold on to something that's secured. Don't go near windows. Don't go outside until the shaking ends. 

If you're already outdoors, move away from buildings or anywhere something could fall. Most injuries from earthquakes do not occur from the earth shaking but from being struck by falling objects. If you're in a car, stop, but stay inside the car, using the same logic of avoiding falling debris.” 
(6)  Oklahoma State University – Fire & Emergency Management Program, Faculty Announcement: 
Received for posting to the “EM Faculty” section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website, the following faculty vacancy announcement: 

Political Science, Assistant Professor, Public Administration 
The Department of Political Science invites applications for a tenure track, assistant professor position specializing in public administration to begin in August 2009. The successful candidate will be able to contribute to our M.S. and Ph.D. degree programs in Fire and Emergency Management Administration, especially in the area of fire service administration. Candidates with strong quantitative/methodological skills able to teach undergraduate and graduate courses in research methods are especially encouraged to apply. 

The candidate must possess a Ph.D or equivalent doctoral degree in Political Science or a related discipline. Evidence of effective teaching, productive scholarly research and the potential for securing external research funding is required. The department encourages applications from women and minorities. 

Oklahoma State University is one of the state’s two comprehensive research universities with a Stillwater campus population of 23,000 students.  The Department of Political Science has 19 full-time faculty members and provides excellent research support and a normal teaching load of 2 courses per semester. It offers an undergraduate major in political science, undergraduate minors in political science and emergency management, an MA in Political Science, an MS in Fire and Emergency Management Administration, and a new Ph.D. in Fire and Emergency Management Administration. In addition, the Department houses the Center for the Study of Disasters and Extreme Events, a university-wide interdisciplinary research institute. Review of applications will begin on February 27, 2009 and will continue until the position is filled.  

Send a letter of application, vitae, transcripts, three letters of recommendation, evidence of successful teaching and scholarly research, and statements of teaching and research interests, to Chair, Public Administration Search, Department of Political Science, 519 Math Science Building, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK 74078. Oklahoma State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action/E-Verify employer. 

(7)  Trust For America’s Health Forecasts Economic Downturn to Have Negative Effect on Disaster Preparedness: 
Trust for America’s Health.  Ready or Not?  Protecting the Public’s Health From Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism, 2008.  Washington, DC:  Trust for America’s Health, December, 2008, 124 pages.  Accessed at:  http://healthyamericans.org/assets/files/bioterror-report-2008.pdf 

Trust for America's Health (TFAH) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) released the sixth annual Ready or Not? Protecting the Public's Health from Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism report, which finds that progress made to better protect the country from disease outbreaks, natural disasters, and bioterrorism is now at risk, due to budget cuts and the economic crisis. In addition, the report concludes that major gaps remain in many critical areas of preparedness, including surge capacity, rapid disease detection, and food safety. 
The report contains state-by-state health preparedness scores based on 10 key indicators to assess health emergency preparedness capabilities. More than half of states and D.C. achieved a score of seven or less out of 10 key indicators. Louisiana, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Virginia, and Wisconsin scored the highest with 10 out of 10. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, Montana, and Nebraska tied for the lowest score with five out of 10. 

Over the past six years, the Ready or Not? report has documented steady progress toward improved public health preparedness. This year however, TFAH found that cuts in federal funding for state and local preparedness since 2005, coupled with the cuts states are making to their budgets in response to the economic crisis, put that progress at risk. 

"The economic crisis could result in a serious rollback of the progress we've made since September 11, 2001 and Hurricane Katrina to better prepare the nation for emergencies," said Jeff Levi, PhD, Executive Director of TFAH. "The 25 percent cut in federal support to protect Americans from diseases, disasters, and bioterrorism is already hurting state response capabilities. The cuts to state budgets in the next few years could lead to a disaster for the nation's disaster preparedness." 

Some areas where improvements could be made: 

· Restoring Full Funding. At a minimum, federal, state, and local funding for public health emergency preparedness capabilities should be restored to FY 2005 levels. 
· Strengthening Leadership and Accountability. The next administration must clarify the public health emergency preparedness roles and responsibilities at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
· Enhancing Surge Capacity and the Public Health Workforce. Federal, state, and local governments and health care providers must better address altered standards of care, alternative care sites, legal concerns to protect community assistance, and surge workforce issues. 
· Modernizing Technology and Equipment. Communications and surveillance systems and laboratories need increased resources for modernization. 
· Improving Community Engagement. Additional measures must be taken to engage communities in emergency planning and to improve protections for at-risk communities. 
· Incorporating Preparedness into Health Care Reform and Creating an Emergency Health Benefit. This is needed to contain the spread of disease by providing care to the uninsured and underinsured Americans during major disasters and disease outbreaks. 
(8)  University of New Orleans to begin Executive Leadership in EM Program within existing Master of Public Administration Program 
Received a request today from Dr. John J. Kiefer, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Master of Public Administration Program, UNO to post a note concerning an interesting new development – in one on the country’s most hazard-prone areas: 

The University of New Orleans has added an Executive Leadership Program (ELP) in Emergency Management to its already well-received Hazard Management track in the Master of Public Administration program and Hazard Mitigation track in Urban Planning…. Qualified professionals will be able to earn professional certification in Emergency Management, with the option of pursuing advanced hazard-related specializations at Bachelor’s, Master’s and Ph.D. levels.  At the same time, professionals in academic programs such as planning, public administration and urban studies may find the opportunity to earn CEM and LEM certification a significant enhancement to their career options. 
The evolution of homeland security and emergency management in this millennium has resulted in state, federal and international certifications being developed to maintain a standard of professionalism and knowledge across the entire spectrum of the National Incident Management System.  The Executive Leadership Program in Emergency Management guides candidates through the preparation, training, application and final examinations to apply for their LEM, PDS, and CEM. This course utilizes experienced emergency managers to capture each student’s level of experience and knowledge in emergency management, provide the students with the general and specific Emergency Management training courses to complete their preparedness knowledge, and assists them with preparing their application to achieve the above certifications. In addition, the ELP provides the student with multiple opportunities to engage with Emergency Management Professionals in their region responsible for implementing emergency plans and contingencies, providing a thorough continuum of emergency management education.  

The ELP program is broken into three phases: Phase (1) is the Assessment and Training Phase – during this phase students undergo a thorough assessment, receive general and specific training to meet the experience, training, and professional contributions required for the LEM, PDS and CEM; Phase (2) is the Application and Exam Preparation phase – during this phase the student will work with their appointed advisor to complete the written applications for LEM and CEM, participate in limited APS classes, and a workshop that provides a comprehensive review for the CEM exam.  Phase (3) is the Essay and Application Submission Phase – during the final phase students will receive workshops on how to write a grammatically correct essay, review topics and rules for their LEM and CEM essay, and complete their essay requirements (Students will complete the requirements individually in accordance with LEM and CEM guidelines); in addition students will submit their applications for LEM and CEM directly to the approving authorities….    

The goal of this program is to provide students with a solid understanding of emergency management practices, philosophies, training, professional contributions, and preparation to achieve the state, national, and international certifications that indicate their level of leadership and knowledge in the industry. In addition, the ELP provides candidates with the tools, resources, and dialogue with their professional peers to further develop their relationships and professional contacts to succeed as world class emergency managers.  

Expectations and Learning Objectives: 
Satisfactory completion of this program, you should have a thorough knowledge and comprehension in these Primary Target Capabilities: 

1.         Information Gathering and Recognition of Indicators and Warnings 
2.         Community Preparedness and Participation 
3.         Risk Management 
4.         Emergency Communications 
5.         CBRNE Detection 
6.         Critical Infrastructure Protection 
7.         Food and Agriculture Safety and Defense 
8.         Onsite Incident Management 
9.         Emergency Operations Center Management 
10.       Critical Resource Logistics and Distribution 
11.       Responder Safety and Health 
12.       Public Safety and Security Response 
13.       Animal Health Emergency Support 
14.       Firefighting Operations Support 
15.       Citizen Evacuation and Shelter in-place 
16.       Urban Search and Rescue 
17.       Emergency Public Information and Warning 
18.       Economic and Community Recovery 
…. 
Instructional Methods and Procedures:  Classroom workshops, independent study, and classroom instruction will be utilized to meet all goals of the ELP….  

For any questions or concerns regarding the Application Process, please ELP administrator Jimmy Keen at:  JKeen@uno.edu 
(9)  Today in Disaster History – Dec. 10, 1925 -- Overton No. 2 Coal Mine Explosion, Irondale AL – 53 Miners Die 

On December 10, 1925, 53 miners were killed at Overton No. 2 Mine in Irondale, AL, from a gas explosion.  The disaster report noted: “Gas was issuing from a feeder in the face’.”  (Ulery 2008, Explosion Hazards from Methane Emissions…in Coal Mines.” NIOSH) 

The “…explosion of gas rocked the pit from bottom to top and shook the side of Shades Mountain.”  (Galveston Daily News [TX], “61 Killed in Mine Blast,” December 11, 1925) 

“The explosion took place early in the day only a short time after the day shift had started work at 8 o’clock.  According to the mine superintendent 108 men checked in. At the time of the accident 27 men were performing tasks which placed them beyond the range of the explosion, leaving 81 in the danger zone.  Of these 81 in the mine at the time of the explosion 15 came forth unscathed and five were hurt.  The remainder are either known to be dead in the coal company’s improvised morgue in the wash house or are still on lower levels and have not been recovered.  Most of the live lost were on the seventh level… Rescue workers who have returned to the surface, many of the exhausted and struggling for breath, declare they hold no hope for any man still in the workings….The seventh level is about 800 feet below the mouth of the mine.”  (The Morning News (Florence SC), “61 Miners Killed in Gas Explosion—Fumes Quickly Snuff Out Lives of Men Entrapped in Coal Mine at Birmingham,” (AP) December, 11, 1925) 

“Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 11. -- Twenty-six bodies were brought up from the recesses of the Overton mine No. 2 this morning, bringing the total removed to 48. Mine officials and rescue workers believe that five bodies still remain in the mine, and have abandoned all hope that the remainder of the men would be found alive. Mine officials expressed the belief that the total death list would not exceed 53, as they estimated that all bodies except five had been recovered. Rescue crews worked patiently all night and continued their labors today hoping to remove before nightfall the remaining bodies…. 

”The Overton mine is the property of the Alabama Fuel and Iron company and is considered by federal and state mine officials one of the best equipped in the Alabama field. The blast did not wreck the air machinery, and this aided the rescue party…. 

”Relatives of the victims were not allowed to view the bodies. Identification was being carried out with greatest difficulty….  


”Wearied watchers kept an all night vigil about the pit's mouth. The color line was obliterated. White and Negro were united in a common grief, and each tried to assume the other's loss. Rain began falling at daybreak but women hoping to find their loved ones yet alive, never budged from the guard lines. 

”[One]…miner owes his escape to his mule. Back somewhere in the pit when the gas was worst and conditions appeared darkest for the entombed men, out through the slope opening flashed a big fat mule. Clinging to the mule's tail was the…[miner] who had become temporarily blinded by the blast and took this means of saving himself. He said he knew the mule would ‘get out if there was any getting’…. 

”Of the fifty-three men killed outright, only two were unmarried and most of them were parents of large families….”  (Charleston Daily Mail (WV), December 11, 1925) 
“Birmingham, Ala. With a death list of 53 believed to have been definitely determined, rescue workers were making final efforts to remove three bodies remaining in Overton Mine No. 2, which was partly wrecked by a gas explosion…”  (The Sun Herald, Lime Springs, Iowa, “53 Men Die in Coal Mine Explosion,” December 17, 1925, p. 8.) 
For more information, see: 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.  Mining Disasters (Incidents with 5 or more Fatalities).  NIOSH, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, August 28, 2008 last update.  Accessed at:  http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/mining/statistics/disall.htm 

The Sun Herald, Lime Springs, Iowa, “53 Men Die in Coal Mine Explosion,” December 17, 1925, p. 8.  Accessed at:  http://www.newspaperarchive.com/PdfViewerTags.aspx?img=5233402&currentResult=8&src=search 
Ulery, James P.  Explosion Hazards From Methane Emissions Related to Geological Features in Coal Mines (Information Circular 9503).  Pittsburgh:  Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, Pittsburgh Research Laboratory, April, 2008, 24 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/mining/pubs/pdfs/2008-123.pdf 

(10)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  1,317 
(11)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  15,529 

The End 
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