December 1, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Grand Canyon University – MS in Leadership, Disaster Preparedness Emphasis: 
We have learned that Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, AZ, has implemented an Emphasis in Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Management within their Master of Science in Leadership.  According to the program description for upload to “The College List” on the EM Hi-Ed Program website: 

 The Master of Science in Leadership with an Emphasis in Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Management program will provide courses in the areas of occupational health and safety, disaster preparation and crisis management, and environmental issues directly related to leadership skills development and content required of leaders in the area of emergency public safety and response. 
Curriculum: 

        Introduction to Organizational Leadership (3 credits) 

        Leadership Styles and Development (3 credits) 

        Organizational Ethics (3 credits) 

        Leading High Performance Teams (3 credits) 

        Power, Politics, and Influence (3 credits) 

        Organizational Systems and Cultures (3 credits) 

        Strategic Planning and Decision-Making (3 credits) 

        Organizational Development and Change (3 credits) 

        Leadership and Innovation (3 credits) 

        Disaster Preparation and Crisis Management (3 credits) 

        Environmental Issues and Hazard Management (3 credits) 

        Contemporary Issues in Disaster Preparedness & Crisis Management (3 credits) 

Total Master of Science in Leadership with an Emphasis in Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Management Credits: 36….The Master of Science in Leadership with an Emphasis in Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Management degree program is offered online…. 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Priscilla Insco 



Business Enrollment Manager 



3300 West Camelback Road 



Phoenix, Arizona 85017 



Phone: 866-676-6067 toll free 



Fax: 888-808-1704 

                        Email:  pinsco@online.gcu.edu 

[Note:  This program represents the 160th active EM Hi-Ed Program to go onto the College List.] 

(2)  Military and Disasters: 
Department of Defense, Secretary of Defense.  “Memorandum for Secretaries of the Military Departments, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff…Subject:  Recommendations on the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves.”  Washington, DC:  DOD, November 24, 2008, 41 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.defenselink.mil/news/SecDef%20Memo%20-%20Signed%20(24%20Nov%2008).pdf 

(3)  Thanksgiving Over – Now Time to Exercise: 
Doherty, Sean.  “Help!  I’m an Observer at my First Disaster Recovery Exercise.”  Continuity Central, November 27, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.continuitycentral.com/feature0626.html 
(4)  University of New Orleans Creates Professor of Hazard Mitigation Planning Position: 
Received a request today from Dr. John Kiefer at UNO to post the following note: 

UNO Hires Professor to Specialize in Hazard Mitigation Planning 

Dr. Earthea Nance will come to the University of New Orleans in August as an Assistant Professor of Hazard Mitigation Planning, the first such named position within a Planning Department in the U.S. She will lead the creation of a hazard mitigation planning emphasis with collaboration by the American Planning Association's Jim Schwaub of the APA's Hazards Planning Research Center, who has recently been funded by FEMA to review the status of hazard mitigation planning. Dr. Nance is currently the Manager of Infrastructure and Planning for the Mayor’s Office of Recovery Management, City of New Orleans.  Before accepting the recovery position Dr. Nance was Assistant Professor of Urban Affairs and Planning in the School of Public and International Affairs at Virginia Tech University (Blacksburg campus).  She was on leave for 2003-04 at M.I.T. as a Martin Luther King Jr. Visiting Professor.  Dr. Nance holds Civil Engineering undergraduate and master’s degrees from UC-Davis and her PhD is an interdisciplinary Civil Engineering/Anthropology degree from UC-Stanford. She was a practicing engineer for over a decade before returning for her doctorate. Her dissertation work focused on the role of participatory action research (PAR)  in accomplishing a successful sewer system for lower income neighborhoods in Brazil.  She is currently the manager of the City's FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and supports the Floodplain Management responsibilities of the Permit Office, including the reception of the new DFIRM maps. 

The University of New Orleans also offers a hazard management specialization within its Master of Public Administration program.  For more information on the MPA program at UNO, contact Professor John Kiefer at JKiefer@UNO.edu.  For information about the Planning program at UNO, contact Professor Marla Nelson at MNelson@UNO.edu.  

Surprised that this did not happen at UNC Chapel Hill first. 

(5)  This Day in Disaster History – Dec 1, 1849 -- The New York Brings Cholera to NYC: 
“Twenty-two days out of Harve, the packet ship New York dropped anchor at quarantine late Friday night, December 1, 1948.  Early the next morning, New York’s deputy health officer rowed out to inspect the new arrival and her 331 steerage passengers.  An alarmed captain greeted him with the report that seven immigrants had died below decks.  Others were sick, exhibiting the unmistakable symptoms of cholera… (Rosenberg 1963, 101) 

“Only the customs warehouses were large enough to accommodate so many people, and these were hurriedly converted into barrack-like hospital wards…. Before the New Year, sixty of  immigrants had fallen ill; more than thirty had died.  And over half of those originally quarantined had, as the health officer put it, ‘eloped,’ scaling the walls and making for New York or New Jersey in small boats.  Within a week, cases began to appear in New York City itself, in the most crowded and dirty of the immigrant boardinghouses.” (p. 104) 

“On May 15 a new outbreak began.  “On May 16…the board [Public Health] established its first cholera hospital.  It was the second floor of a tavern and ordinarily used for meetings and militia drills…Before the epidemic had run its course, four of the city’s public schools had been converted into makeshift hospitals…. The disease soon spread from the Five Points… (p. 108) 

“By June, many New Yorkers had deserted their homes for the pure air of the countryside…. (p. 109) 

“In July, the case rate began steadily and abruptly to rise.  A week after the Fourth, eighty-five new cases and thirty deaths were reported…. By the fourteenth of July, only one theater remained open.  At least two dozen churches had, before the month ended, closed their doors as well.  Though deaths increased, the city’s streets were still filthy, still patrolled by pigs and dogs.  Garbage still encrusted cellars and yards.  It seemed clear that the city fathers were either ignorant or incompetent….(p. 110) 

“The city seemed unable even to bury its own dead.  Bodies might lie for hours, in some cases for days, in the streets before they were started on their way to Potter’s Field.  After being unloaded from the scows that brought them to the city cemetery on Randall’s Island, the dead were deposited in a wide trench some hundred yards in length, one body on top of another to within a foot or two of the surface…”  (p. 113) 

“…the epidemic increased.  By the end of July, business had almost ceased… (Rosenberg 1963, 114) 

“Fortunately, the disease declined rapidly.  The Centre Street Cholera Hospital had been closed and Niblo’s Gardens reopened by the first of August.”  But not before taking just over 5,000 lives. 

See: 

Rosenberg, Charles E.  The Cholera Years – The United States in 1832, 1849, and 1866.  Chicago and London:  The University of Chicago Press, 1962. 

  

Also: 

  

Wilford, John Noble.  “How Epidemics Helped Shape the Modern Metropolis.”  New York Times, April 15, 2008.
[1]   Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/15/science/15chol.html 

(6)  Unanswered Backlog of Emails:  1,135 

(7)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  15,252 

The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 

FEMA · U.S. Department of Homeland Security · Washington, DC 20472 · 1 (800) 621-FEMA (3362) 

�[1] Wilford notes that the population at the time was about 500,000. 





