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(1)  DHS Secretary Chertoff on “Addressing 21st Century Threats” at Rice University: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Secretary Michael Chertoff U.S. Department of Homeland Security "Addressing 21st Century Threats: The U.S. Prevention Strategy." Houston, TX:  Baker Institute for Public Policy, Rice University, June 5, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/speeches/sp_1219697784176.shtm 

Excerpts:  

…I’ve tried in this period of time of this anniversary period to stand back and look at maybe a high altitude and what we face at the Department of Homeland Security; and maybe more generally what the issue of homeland security is for the United States of America. And in the pursuit of this effort, I decided to give a series of speeches. The first in the series was a speech I gave about a month or two ago that concerned the threats to the United States….. 

…today's speech is focused on things we can prevent and that is the threat of terrorist attacks aimed at deliberately inflicting loss of life, destruction, economic damage to our country and those that are friendly to the United States. And I want to talk a little bit about the basic philosophy of our strategy and then to step back and look at what are the key elements of a strategy, both in the near term and in the long term to address what I believe is a war against an ideology that treats terrorism as a central weapon that battles to rid out the West and drive us out of the Middle East; how also to transform the Middle East into a very dark vision of the future and one that we saw a glimpse of with the Taliban in Afghanistan and one that would be bad for the region and bad for the world as a whole. 

I'm going to talk about some of the tools that we use in order to implement this strategy. But maybe more important I'm going to talk about what we need to do in the long run to challenge the ideology of al Qaeda and similar groups, in much the same way that we challenge the ideology that was the underpinning of the Cold War, the underpinning of our adversaries that ultimately - a challenge that was ultimately successful in the passing of the Cold War with a whimper rather than with a bang…. 

We have to recognize the reality that two major factors are driving the world to terrorism in the 21st century. The first is the continued presence of poverty, illiteracy, disenfranchisement, and failures of the political and economic systems in some parts of the world. But the second is the emergence of an alternative narrative which is being offered to those who are in one way or another disgruntled with their circumstance. That is the ideology of a violent Islamist extremism that is propagated by bin Laden and by others of a similar mind as an alternative explanation of the way the world ought to work and as an effort to lure people who are otherwise dissatisfied or disgruntled down a path which all too often has ended with a suicide bombing and a lot of death…. 

… I would say to you that, particularly those who are students coming out of school, we’re posed at the beginning of a new century, there are a lot of different ways to serve homeland security. Some of them will involve the traditional carrying a gun and exercising hard power, but there will also be important roles for those who want to carry out soft power.” 

(2)  National Incident Management Systems EM Hi-Ed College Course Development: 
Received today for review and approval a 19-page Management Plan for the NIM Systems course development project, including a revised course outline. From the MP: 

The end product will be a stand-alone, 4 credit hour, 60 contact-hour [includes a 15-hour lab], essentially ready-to-teach, classroom-based, lab-supported, upper division undergraduate/graduate-level college course on National Incident Management Systems. 

Will attach a five-page cut-out containing the second draft course syllabus.  Comments on this draft should be provided to the lead course developer, George Haddow, George Washington University, at:  ghaddow@gwu.edu .  Please also copy:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(3)  Weapons of Mass Destruction or Agents of Mass Injury: 
“Chemical, biological, and radiological agents should not be regarded as weapons of mass destruction, but potential agents of mass injury.  In this respect, they differ completely from nuclear weapons.  The link between injury caused by CBR agents and loss of life can be broken or mitigated by the provision of equipment, organization and training for emergency responders.” 

World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine.  “The Provision of Care for Victims of Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Releases:  The Position of the World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine.”  Prehospital and Disaster Medicine, Vol. 23, No. 1, Jan-Feb 2008, pp. 95-96. 

(3)  Email Backlog:  640 

(4)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  11,178 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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