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(1)  Anthrax: 
Schnirring, Lisa.  “HHS Evaluates Proposals for New Anthrax Vaccine.”  CIDRAP News, 12 Aug 2008.  http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/bt/anthrax/news/aug1208vaccine-jw.html 

Two Maryland pharmaceutical companies recently announced that they have submitted proposals to produce and deliver at least 25 million doses of a next-generation anthrax vaccine to the nation's Strategic National Stockpile…. The RFP was issued in February and seeks 25 million doses of recombinant protective antigen (rPA) anthrax vaccine, based on a key anthrax protein, with a shelf life of at least 2 years…. BARDA [Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, HHS] expects to allocate $1.5 billion toward adding anthrax vaccines to the national stockpile. The government has said it wants to boost the national anthrax vaccine stockpile from 18.2 million doses to enough to protect 300 million…. 

(2)  Emergency Management Collaborative: 
Received an email from Jessica Leifeld today concerning the establishment of an Emergency Management Collaborative and an EM Collaborative Working Group.  From Jessica’s Email: 

“…we are ready to begin work on the emcollaborative website…. The original idea for this project and its potential design were presented at the FEMA Higher Education Project this past June….  The vision for the website is to facilitate and promote research in emergency management and discussion amongst interested members of the emergency management community including faculty, students, and practitioners.  The website is conceptualized as one that belongs to the EM Higher Education Community (as opposed to any single or group of institutions) and allows for communication and collaboration across programs. It is not the intent of this website to replace any other resources, but rather to create a collaborative community that is strengthened by its unity and access to each other.  Initial ideas for the website included: 

        A working list of citations for scholarly peer-reviewed journal articles and books in emergency management (organized by subject); 

        A list of journals that publish emergency management or emergency management related articles; 

        A place to post and access master's theses and doctoral dissertations related to emergency management; 

        Ideas for possible research topics including both low cost options and those reliant on funding; 

        Potential funding sources for research; 

        A site where academics and students alike can both submit and view profiles (e.g., school/organization and discipline, degrees, writing  samples, CVs/resumes, research interests) for others in the discipline and contact those with interests similar to their own for advice or the exchange of ideas; 

        A one-stop shop for practitioners in the field to request research on a specific topic and access lists of emergency management literature; 

        A blog feature to allow ongoing discussion and sharing of information; and,    

        Teaching resources (e.g., internship materials, class activities and exercises, test banks, GIS workgroup, etc.). 

If interested in more information, Jessica Leifield can be reached at:  jessica.leifeld@ndsu.edu 

(3)  Pandemic – According to the Miami Herald: 
Caputo, Marc.  “Florida Holds ‘Scary’ Flu Prep Test.”  MiamiHerald.com, August 7, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.miamiherald.com/news/legislature/story/631419.html 

Excerpt:  

More than 100,000 Floridians are dead from avian flu. Up to 16,000 children are now orphans. Mandatory quarantines are in effect for the sick and schools and sporting events are canceled.  

What should you do?  State emergency managers asked themselves that very question Wednesday as they conducted a simulated exercise to prepare for such a possibility.  Their conclusions: The state will have to rely on its own stockpiles of flu remedies and drugs, the training of its emergency workers and the help of its 20 million citizens, five million of whom would become infected. 

(4)  Email Backlog:  585 
(5)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  10,671 subscribers 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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