August 12, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Bioterrorism – Crowley Piece: 
Crowley, Philip J.  “Case Not Closed:  The Government Must Provide Answers to Lingering Questions from Ivins Case.”  Homeland Security Watch, August 12, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.hlswatch.com/  (filed under Bio-security) 

Excerpt: 

Based on new scientific tools used in the investigation, the FBI is certain that the agent used in the attack came from a specific flask used in research at the Army lab [United States Army Research Institute of Infectious Diseases].  That flask was “effectively the murder weapon” according to U.S. Attorney Jeffrey Taylor. So, whether or not Dr. Ivins did it, the FBI is convinced that someone at USAMRIID did. At least one government scientist weaponized an agent, removed it from the facility and used it to kill five people without being detected. The combination of background checks, peer observation and physical security at Fort Detrick in place in 2001 was inadequate. 

Even now, many of Dr. Ivins’ co-workers are not convinced he did it because they believe they would have seen him do it. These doubts should sound an alarm about the state of bio-security today. Seven years after the incident, no one associated with Fort Detrick has yet explained what has been done to make a repeat incident less likely. 

Let’s compare aviation and bio-security. Aviation security is far from perfect, but we have responded aggressively and systematically to the 9/11 failure. We know a lot more about passengers before they arrive at the airport. We inspect them and their baggage thoroughly before they are allowed to board an airplane. Once on board, a potential hijacker faces a locked cockpit door, an air marshal, a better trained crew and a plane-full of inquisitive eyes. There remains a residual threat to aviation, most likely from air cargo, but at least we have done as much as we can to prevent another suicide hijacking. 

Unfortunately, it is possible our response to the other 2001 terror attack has been backwards. We have spent many billions of dollars developing vaccines and deploying detection equipment based on the belief that the threat was external – a terrorist organization would develop and deploy a biological weapon against the United States. 

That danger certainly exists, but we now know that this was an insider job. Someone working for a secretive agency and in control of the most dangerous technologies that exist used them against the society they were charged to protect. And, because the scope of research on bio-defenses has expanded exponentially since 2001, the insider threat now could be even greater. 

[P. J. Crowley is a senior fellow and director of homeland security at the Center for American Progress in Washington, D.C.  He spoke at the most recent EM Hi-Ed Conference in June.] 

(2)  Bioterrorism – Larsen Piece: 
Larsen, Randall J.  “What If the FBI Is Right About Bruce Ivins?”  Wall Street Journal, August 12, 2008, A19.  Accessed at:  http://online.wsj.com/article/SB121850430521931913.html?mod=opinion_main_commentaries 

Abstract from “DHS News Briefing”: 

Retired USAF Colonel Says Ivins Case Shows Greater Bioterror Threat.   Under the headline "What If The FBI Is Right About Bruce Ivins?," retired USAF Col. Randall J. Larsen writes in a Wall Street Journal (8/12, 2.07M) op-ed, "If the FBI theory on the man responsible for the anthrax attacks of 2001 is correct, then the threat of bioterrorism is far more troubling than we have imagined." Larsen notes that over the course of his "executive-level course on the threat of bioterrorism to more than 3,000 senior military officers, plus scores of other presentations, lectures and seminars, one of the most frequent questions asked is, 'If the Unabomber had been a biologist instead of a mathematician, could he have produced a sophisticated bioweapon?' The answer has always been 'No: That would require a team of individuals.' However, if the FBI is right about Ivins, such a lone individual can produce such a weapon. This would be a watershed." Larsen adds, "A thorough, independent scientific analysis of all evidence the FBI has amassed should be an immediate, top priority of the Bush administration and the U.S. Congress. ... If the FBI is right, the threat is greater than most have assessed." 
(3)  Climate Resilient Cities World Bank Report: 
World Bank.  Climate Resilient Cities:  2008 Primer – Reducing Vulnerabilities to Climate Change Impacts and Strengthening Disaster Risk Management in East Asian Cities.  World Bank, Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery, and International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, 176 pages, July 30, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EASTASIAPACIFICEXT/Resources/climatecities_fullreport.pdf 
Climate Resilient Cities: A Primer on Reducing Vulnerabilities to Climate Change Impacts and Strengthening Disaster Risk Management in East Asian Cities is a tool for 
local governments to actively engage in the training, capacity building, and capital investment programs that are identified as priorities for building sustainable, resilient communities. 
The Primer uses a dual track approach to dealing with climate change impacts, and disaster risk management issues. One track is to lower GHG emissions through mitigation (climate change management) programs of energy efficiency, the use of non-fossil fuels, controlling urban sprawl, improved public transport, recycling wastes and water reclamation. The other track addresses, through adaptation programs, the consequences of climate change and the increased frequency and intensity of extreme events and disasters that climate change is creating. These programs are intended to minimize the impact of conditions and disasters caused by climate change. 
See, also: 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/EASTASIAPACIFICEXT/0,,contentMDK:21845641~pagePK:146736~piPK:226340~theSitePK:226301,00.html 

(4)  EIIP Live Chat:  Bringing Home the Bacon:  Getting and Keeping FEMA PA $$$: 
On Wednesday, August 13, at 12:00 Noon Eastern time the Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership will sponsor a presentation and interactive Q&A session for one-hour on "Bringing Home the Bacon: Getting and Keeping FEMA Public Assistance Dollars."  

From the release on this session: 

The response following a disaster may last only a few days or weeks, but the post disaster cost recovery process typically goes on for years. Jurisdictions can, and often do, lose millions of dollars because they are not prepared to deal with the disaster cost recovery documentation process. Our program will focus on some of the key pitfalls to avoid in this complex and often bewildering process. 

Our guest this week is Michael Martinet, CEM®, Coordinator for the Office of Disaster Management, Area G, which serves 14 cities in the South Bay Region of Los Angeles County. For ten years Mr. Martinet has taught classes in Disaster Record Keeping, EOC Finance and Administration issues, FEMA cost recovery and financial aspects of disasters to nearly 3,000 students. He has a new project to collect disaster recovery finance policies from local government agencies to include in his disaster cost recovery training course. Information on this new project will be in a forthcoming issue of the IAEM Bulletin 
.... See the background page at http://www.emforum.org/vforum/080813.htm for links to related materials and instructions. If this will be your first time to participate, please check your connection at least a day in advance by going to the EIIP Virtual Forum www.emforum.org and clicking on the Chat Login link at the top left. 

(5)  Gaston College (NC) Emergency Preparedness Technology AS Degree: 
Barbara Johnson, the EM Hi-Ed Program Admin Assistant, prepared and forwarded to the web-staff the following description of another EM Program for entry onto The College List on the EM Hi-Ed Program homepage – Emergency Management section 

Gaston College is offering an Emergency Preparedness Technology Associate of Applied Science Degree.  Student will learn technical and administrative skills such as investigative principles, hazardous materials, codes, standards, emergency agency operations, and finance.  Course work includes classroom and laboratory exercises to introduce the student to various aspects of emergency preparedness, protection, and enforcement.  Employment opportunities include ambulance services, fire/rescue agencies, law enforcement agencies, fire marshal offices, industrial firms, educational institutions, emergency management offices, and other government agencies. Employed persons should have opportunities for skilled and supervisory‐level positions. 

Emergency Preparedness Technology Associate of Applied Science Degree Curriculum 
MAJOR COURSES 
Local Govt Finance 


(3 Credits)  
Fall 2008 & 2010 
Emergency Management 

(3 Credits) 

Sociology of Disaster 


(3 Credits) 

Expository Writing 


(3 Credits) 

Chem of Hazardous Mat. 

(5 Credits)
Spring 2009 & 2011 
Managing Fire Services 

(3 Credits) 

EMS Incident Management 

(3 Credits) 

Disaster Resp Ops & Management 
(3 Credits) 

Intro to Fire Protection

(3 Credits)
Fall 2009 & 2011 
Fire Protection Law 


(3 Credits) 

Terrorism & Emergency Mgt 

(3 Credits) 

Prof Research & Report 

(3 Credits) 

Emergency Ops Center Mgt 

(3 Credits) 
Spring 2010 & 2012 
Mathematical Models 


(3 Credits) 

Introduction to Computers

(3 Credits) 

Humanities Elective 


(3 Credits) 

Inspections & Codes


(3 Credits) 
Summer 2010 & 2012 
Social Science Elective

(3 Credits) 

MAJOR ELECTIVES ‐ Select 9.0 credit hours from the following courses 
Intro to Criminal Justice 

(3 Credits) 

Intro to Loss Prevention 

(3 Credits) 

Organization & Administration 
(3 Credits) 

 EMS Instructor Methodology 
(2 Credits) 

 Rescue Scene Management 

(2 Credits) 

EMS Management 


(2 Credits) 

 EM Services Law & Ethics 

(3 Credits) 

Mitigation & Preparedness

(3 Credits) 

Haz Analysis/Risk Assess 

(3 Credits) 

 Emergency Planning 


(3 Credits) 

 Fire Prevention & Public Education 
(3 Credits) 

Instructional Methodology 

(4 Credits) 

Fire Service Supervision 

(3 Credits) 

Munic Public Relations 

(3 Credits) 

Total Semester Credit Hours 65 

For more information Contact Ann Davis, Coordinator/Assistant, Gaston College. 

201 Highway 321 South, Dallas, NC 28034-1499; Ph: (704) 922-6256 
Fax: (704) 922-2336; Email: Davis.Ann@gaston.edu 
(6)  Geospatial Technology for Emergency Management: 
Received today from Micheal Kemp, the EM Student Volunteer Coordinator for the past June EM Hi-Ed Conference, another report from the Grad EM Student assigned to the Geospatial Tech for EM Breakout Session which took place on June 3, 2008 with: 
Moderators 
Jamie D. Mitchem, Ph.D.; Mitchem@cup.edu  
Assistant Professor, Department of Earth Sciences 
California University of Pennsylvania, California, PA 
Thomas R. Mueller, Ph.D., GISP; Mueller@cup.edu 
Director, Crime Mapping Center 
California University of Pennsylvania; California, PA 
Panel 
John C. Pine, Ed.D.; jpine@lsu.edu 
Director, Disaster Science and Management 
Louisiana State University; Baton Rouge, LA 
Malcolm A. MacGregor, Ph.D.; mmacgregor@maritime.edu 
Professor, Marine Safety & Environmental Protection Department 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy; Buzzards Bay, MA 
Kevin J. Mickey, GISP; kmickey@iupui.edu 
Director, Professional Education and Outreach, The Polis Center 

Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis; Indianapolis, IN 
Prepared by:  

Scott C Simon; ssimon8785@uchicago.edu 

Master of Science in Threat and Response Management Program 

University of Chicago 

From Concluding Remarks section of Scott’s report: 

Disasters are complex events which require the emergency management community to be prepared for anything. Geospatial technologies are another tool for the emergency management community to use in order to better prepare and respond to disasters. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing technologies are just some of the geospatial technologies available to emergency managers. Geospatial technologies can be both expensive and inexpensive. They can be self taught or may require several classes on how to operate the technology. Although sometimes they may be limited to the type of data they can provide, it is still an effective tool for the emergency management community to use before, during, and after a disaster. Geospatial technologies can and should be used by the emergency management community to better prepare for, respond to, and recover from any and all disasters they may face. 

This report will be uploaded to the Agenda, within the 2008 EM Hi-Ed Conference subsection of the EM Hi-Ed Conferences section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website – look for it in about one week at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/08conf/Conference%20Agenda%20-%20Draft.doc 
(7)  Historical Interest – IEMS HICAMYDP: 
We have scanned into a PDF file the 1985 FEMA Integrated Emergency Management System: Hazard Identification, Capability Assessment, and Multi-Year Development Plan guidance document (CPG 1-34).  Will send to web-staff for upload to the “Historical Interest” subsection of the “EM References” section on the website -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highref.asp 
Should be accessible shortly. 
(8)  Nuclear Event Medical [and other] Preparedness: 
Institute of Medicine.  Assessing Medical Preparedness for a Nuclear Event: Workshop 1.  Washington, DC:  June 26-27, 2008.  At:  http://www.iom.edu/CMS/3740/54252/54483.aspx 
From website:  

Workshop Objectives:  

The purpose of the workshop is to assess the current level of medical preparedness for a nuclear detonation of up to 10 kilotons in tier 1 Urban Area Security Initiative cities (New York/New Jersey; National Capitol Region; Houston; Chicago; Los Angeles; and San Francisco/Bay Area). The specific objectives of the workshop are to: 
        Review and summarize the overall emergency response activities, and available healthcare capacity (including shelter, evacuation, decontamination, and medical infrastructure interdependencies) to treat the affected population; 

        Examine the capacity and identify gaps in the capability of the federal, state, and local authorities to deliver available medical countermeasures in a timely enough way to be effective; 

        Review and summarize available treatments for pertinent radiation illnesses including the efficacy of medical countermeasures; and, 

        Appraise the expected benefit of medical countermeasures, including those currently under development. 

One can access conference slide sets by scrolling down the agenda to the bottom and clicking on the names in light blue.  One might check out the “I Don’t Do Nukes That Often” presentation.  Thanks to John Hoyle here at EMI for bringing this to our attention. 
(9)  Principles of Emergency Management – College Course Development Project: 
Received today from Mike Selves, immediate past President of the International Association of Emergency Managers, and one of the members of the course development team for this project, a copy of the scope, objectives and readings for one of his sessions for this 3 credit-hour course – Session 7 (3 class-room hours) on Collaboration: 
Collaborative Emergency Management 
Prepared by Michael D. Selves, CEM, CPM 
Objectives: At the conclusion of the session the students should be able to: 

        Explain the meaning of the term “collaboration” within the emergency                                             management context. 

        Explain the unique importance of collaboration as a principle of emergency      management. 

        Describe the “hallmarks” of a truly collaborative approach to emergency management. 

        Analyze and evaluate the levels of collaboration, and propose actions that would improve the level of collaboration as described in selected case studies. 

        Articulate the relationship of the principle of  “collaboration” to other principles presented in the course. 

Scope 

This session is designed to provide the student with an understanding of the meaning and importance of the principle of “collaboration” as an essential element of the emergency management function.  More, importantly, it will focus on those approaches, strategies and processes which build a climate of collaboration and trust within an emergency management program.  Emphasis will be placed on demonstrating the impact that the level of collaboration has on actual outcomes in crisis situations.  Finally, it will describe the relationship of the collaboration principle to other related principles as presented in the course, reinforcing the synergistic nature of the concept of principled emergency management.   

Student Readings: 
Gregory, Dale M., Collaborative Emergency Planning: Building Partnerships Outside-in. Unpublished document on the Museum SOS website: www.museum.org/docs/strat_collaborative_emerg.pdf 

Schafer, Wendy A., et. al., Emergency Management Planning as Collaborative Community Work.  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 5, Issue 1, 2008, Article 10.  www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol5/iss1/10 . 

Auf der Heide, Erik, Disaster Response: Principles of Preparation and Coordination (online at:  http://orgmail2.coe-dmha.org/dr/flash.htm) Chapters 3 and 5.  

Patton, Ann, Collaborative Emergency Management.  Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government, 2nd Edition (Washington, DC: ICMA, 2007).  Chapter 5. 

Any comments concerning the Scope, Objectives, or Student Readings for this as-yet-undeveloped course session can be contributed by emailing the session developer, Mike Selves, at:  mike.selves@yahoo.com – with a copy to wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
(10)  Student Testimonial – Former North Dakota State University Emer. Mgmt. Student: 
Received today from Carol Cwiak, North Dakota State University, the following student testimonial – we particularly like the last two paragraphs. 
I graduated from North Dakota State University (NDSU) in August 2006. During my time as a student in the program I was provided with a wonderful academic foundation in emergency management and I also had the opportunity to take part in many real life exercises and issues in emergency management. After being in the field for 2 years I have found that an emergency management program with a background in sociology has allowed me to come into the field with a good understanding of how different societal groups operate and the different ways of reaching them and providing for their specific needs. 

The wide variety of emergency management opportunities that were presented to me at NDSU allowed me to try several different areas and figure out what I was interested in. Working at the alternate State EOC on projects such as assisting with the Emergency Management Program webpage, writing articles for the NDSU school newspaper, and working with the emergency management radio show allowed me to gain a large skill set with which to work from when applying for jobs in emergency management. 

My first full-time job in emergency management was working for the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC). I was an Assistant Regional Emergency Management Planner. I was assigned four sub-committees (Medical Special Needs, Healthcare Organizations Emergency Preparedness Seminars, Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) Emergency Management working group, Regional Emergency Management Coordination Plan, and Public Education). During my time there, the Hampton Roads area was designated as an UASI region. I assisted the Regional Planner with writing Investment Justifications, the strategic plan, and several Requests for Proposals (RFPs). 

Currently, I am a Senior Emergency Management Planner for Hampton, Virginia, the vice-chair of the regional Medical Special Needs group, and a co-chair for the operations section of the Virginia Emergency Management Conference. Projects that I have worked on are the regional citizen corps investment justification for the 2008 UASI, the transportation portion of the competitive and non-competitive Regional Catastrophic Preparedness Grants. Projects that I am working on for the City of Hampton are the Emergency Operations Plan, pet sheltering, hurricane plans for Fire and Rescue, Emergency Operations Center grant, and assisting with exercises. 

I have been told by several of my employers that the two main reasons they hired me was my background with writing technical documents, which I gained from writing my thesis, and the broad knowledge base that I had. Unlike other applicants they could tell that my experiences were real and that they were not just fluff on a resume. 

I can honestly say that if it were not for my experiences at NDSU and the wonderful faculty and staff I would not be where I am today, doing what I love. 

Sara Ruch 

Senior Emergency Management Planner 

Emergency Preparedness Bureau 

City of Hampton, Virginia 

We will forward Sara’s NDSU Testimonial to the web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program web site – Student’s Corner section – Testimonials subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly. 
(11)  Volunteer Credentialing: 
Came across a reference to the below-noted website in today’s IAEM Discussion Group: 
Trinity Humanitarian FOSS [Free and Open Source] Project.  Volunteer Credentialing System (VCS).  December 20, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.cs.trincoll.edu/hfoss/wiki/Credentialing_capability_Requirements/Design 

(12)  Email Backlog:  589 
(13)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  10,620 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 
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