August 5, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report

(1)  Emergency Management “Student Papers” for the EM Hi-Ed Program Website: 
After receiving a Master’s Thesis recently from an emergency management student and permission to make it more accessible to the emergency management community, we have decided to create a new “subsection” within the existing “Student’s Corner” section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website --  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/ -- 
Currently, that section is populated with “Testimonials” concerning various emergency management college academic programs, written by past and current students.  Credit goes to Barbara Johnson for this idea. 

Thus, we will now be open to receiving from faculty associated with any of the approximately 150 collegiate emergency management programs listed in the “Emergency Management” section of “The College List” on the website copies of student “papers” they think are of sufficient quality and relevance to the broad emergency management community to merit posting on the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Website.  We will need to review all proposed postings prior to posting.  We will also be interested in posting a digital photo of the student for each approved paper.  

A “paper” can be from a range of categories – a research paper, term paper, master’s thesis, doctoral dissertation or summary thereof, published article (free of copyright).  We are most interested in papers that strongly connect with the “real world” of practicing emergency managers.  Such papers can be referenced the next time we are asked if emergency management students know anything about the real world of emergency management and will they thus be a “fit” as a new hire in an emergency management or BCM-type position. 

Each submittal should include a title page with the name of the student, name of the paper, date, name of emergency management program, and name of the school. 

Again, we want to receive submittals only from faculty on behalf of their students, not directly from students.  Send any proposed contributions to:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(2)  Indiana University--Purdue University Indianapolis Receives DOE EM Hi-Ed Grant: 
Press Release received today – may be of interest to HiEd-affiliated members of distribution list. 

INDIANAPOLIS – Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) is among the 13 recipients of a new federal grant to help universities and colleges implement plans to prevent and respond to campus emergencies.  IUPUI will receive a $448,890 Emergency Management for Higher Education (EMHE) grant. The U.S. Department of Education awarded EMHE grants totaling $5.2 million to 13 universities and colleges nationwide.  IUPUI, Indiana’s premier urban research university, is the only Indiana institution to receive one of the 18-month grants designed to help ensure the safety of entire campus communities. EMHE funds can be used to prepare for the whole range of threats including natural disasters, terrorist attacks, campus violence, suicides, and infectious disease outbreaks…. 

  

The U.S. Department of Education awarded the grants based on a detailed and peer reviewed application process.   “Keeping students safe starts with planning ahead,” U.S. Department of Education Secretary Margaret Spelling said in a July 30, 2008, press release announcing the grant and its recipients.  “These new grants will help college administrators coordinate with law enforcement, health officials, and state and local governments to prevent violence and prepare institutions to respond quickly and efficiently if emergencies occur.” 

Campus growth, along with incidents on other college campuses such as the Virginia Tech and Northern Illinois University shootings, and Union University’s tornado, have added focus to IUPUI’s need for preparedness and planning, says IUPUI Emergency Preparedness Director Diane K. Mack. 

  

“IUPUI has a brand-new emergency preparedness program, and has a fully developed, campus-wide plan for emergency evacuation. The EMHE grant will finance the creation of other campus-wide emergency plans and additional planning efforts that will increase IUPUI’s capabilities to prepare for, respond to, and recover from any type of man-made or naturally-caused disaster.” 

Projects to be funded include: 

         a full-scale exercise in 2009 to test campus response to a disaster and coordination with federal, state, and local authorities; 

         a campus-wide risk assessment; 

         the development of a Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan; 

         pandemic influenza planning; 

         salaries to hire five emergency preparedness interns for one year; 

         the purchase of a weather radio for each building on campus. 

….Campus units involved as primary partners in emergency management planning for the EMHE grant are the IUPUI Police Department (which includes the Office of Emergency Preparedness); Counseling and Psychological Services; the IU Department of Public Health, part of the School of Medicine; Environmental Health and Safety; and the Office of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct. The assistant dean of students and Indiana University Bloomington personnel are also partners. 

  

For additional grant information:  http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2008/07/07302008.html 

------------------------- 

Diane K. Mack 

Emergency Preparedness Director 

Indiana University Purdue University - Indianapolis 

dimack@iupui.edu 

www.iupui.edu/prepared 

(3)  Principles of Emergency Management – College Course Development Project: 
Received today from lead course developer, Dr. William L. Waugh, Jr., Professor, Georgia State University, a first draft copy of the syllabus for this course development project, set for completion July 31, 2009.  From course introduction: 

This course focuses on the philosophical and theoretical underpinnings of the emergency management profession and the principles that define effective practice.  The starting points are current definitions of emergency management, the mission and vision of the profession, and “The Principles of Emergency Management” developed by the Emergency Management Roundtable in 2007.  The objective is to stimulate discussion of the core values that underlie emergency management practice and that are essential elements in emergency management professional education.  Case studies, exercises, and discussions will be used to encourage critical review of the philosophy and principles of emergency management. 

Will forward this syllabus to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website – Free College Courses section – Courses Under Development subsection – where it should be accessible within about a week, at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursesunderdev.asp 

In the meantime, have attached a copy to this EM Hi-Ed Report. 

The next draft syllabus will incorporate student homework reading assignments per session.  Comments on the syllabus are solicited and welcome.  Please send comments to Dr. Waugh at:  wwaugh@gsu.edu, with a copy to wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(4)  Public Administration and Emergency Management – Course Revision Project: 
Received today from Elim Chan, Project Manager at C2 Technologies, Inc., a proposed Work Plan for the recently contracted project to revise the existing “Public Administration and Emergency Management” college course – found on the EM Hi-Ed Program website at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/paem.asp 

From the Work Plan: 

“Public Administration and Emergency Management” was designed to serve as an introductory course and now there are Higher Education Project courses that cover some of the material in far more depth.  The course needs to be updated because the political and legal environment of emergency management has changed radically since 9/11 and the Hurricane Katrina disaster.  

The emergency management literature has also grown since 2000.  Suggested core texts for the revised course might be William L. Waugh, Jr., and Kathleen Tierney, eds., Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government, 2nd Ed. (Washington, DC:  International City/County Management Association, 2007); Lucien Canton, Emergency Management: Concepts and Strategies for Effective Programs (Hoboken, NJ:  Wiley InterScience, 2006); and, Claire B. Rubin, Emergency Management in the United States – 1900 – 2005 (Fairfax, VA: Public Entity Risk Institute, 2007).  The focus will be the management of emergency management offices and programs. 

The objectives of the revision will be to: 

1.      Refocus public administration perspective on the profession and practice of emergency management; 

2.      Update the readings and discussion topics; 

3.      Provide links to material in other Higher Education Project courses; 

4.      Update the course format, such as adding PowerPoint presentations for all sessions. 

The current table of contents with proposed revisions: 

1.      Course orientation (include discussion of changes in the public service and public administration) 

2.      Overview of natural and technological hazards (combine with course orientation and focus on increasing vulnerability as a reason for improving emergency management capabilities) 

3.      Overview of emergency management in the United States (combine session on professionalization and add material on the public service) 

4.      Disasters and intergovernmental relations (update – post-9/11 and post-Katrina) 

5.      Disasters and intra-governmental relations (broaden to include the organization of emergency management offices and agencies at all levels) 

6.      Disasters and the private sector role (update) 

7.      The role of nonprofit sector agencies (change to nongovernmental organizations and volunteers and add material on managing volunteers) 

8.      Organizational and Operational planning 

9.      Paying for large-scale disasters (update) 

10.  Disaster mitigation (update) 

11.  Land-use planning and hazards (combine with Disaster Mitigation session) 

12.  Disaster recovery (update) 

13.  Legal and liability issues (update with focus on legal context, particularly the administrative procedures requirements like procurement) 

14.  Technology issues in emergency management 

15.  The professionalization of emergency management (change to a session on ethics in emergency management) 

16.  Management of large-scale disaster response and recovery (switch the case study to Katrina and add pandemic tabletop) 

17.  Disaster legislation (combine with 18) 

18.  Implementing emergency management policies (combine with Disaster Legislation session and broaden to focus on the policy process, advocacy for effective programs by emergency managers, and major policy issues like the politics involved in the development of the National Response Framework) 

The revision should leave 15-16 class sessions of 3-4 hours each to correspond to a typical semester format.  Total contact hours should be 48-50 (longer than a typical 45-hour semester course).  

New Table of Contents: 

1.      Emergency Management and the Public Service [including the Challenge of Increasing Social Vulnerability] 

2.      Emergency Management Programs in the United States [Big and Small, Urban and Rural. Professionalization] 

3.      Navigating Intergovernmental Relations in a Post-9/11 and Post-Katrina World 

4.      Managing Intra-governmental Relations – Organizing Emergency Management Offices 

5.      Collaborating with the Private Sector 

6.      Collaborating with Non-Governmental Organizations and Volunteers 

7.      Organizational and Operational Planning 

8.      Budgeting and Financial Management 

9.      Risk Management [Mitigation and Preparedness] 

10.  Facilitating Disaster Recovery – Issues, Katrina 

11.  Legal and Liability Issues in Emergency Management Agencies 

12.  Technology Issues in Emergency Management Agencies 

13.  Ethical Issues in Emergency Management 

14.  Managing Large-Scale Disaster Operations 

15.  Emergency Management and Disaster Policy 

Projected Schedule: (deliverables) 

August 15-November 14 - Four sessions 

November 15-January 14 – Four sessions 

January 15-April 14 – Four sessions 

April 15-June 30 – Three sessions, bibliography, PowerPoint presentations, list of websites, etc. 

July 1-August 14 – Comment and Revision 

We have provided review comments for the production of a second Work Plan to Elim Chan and to Dr. William Waugh, who is doing most of the work of revising this course which he originally developed.  Dr. Waugh is being assisted in the new revision project by Lu Canton, retired Emergency Manager of the San Francisco Office of Emergency Management. 

Comments concerning the Work Plan material posted above should be emailed to wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(5)  Email Backlog:  791 in AM; 722 in the pm. 

(6)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  10,110 self-subscribers. 
The End. 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 

