April 8, 2008 FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program Report
(1)  DHS Secretary Chertoff’s Yale Speech: 
From the April 8th DHS Today, “Secretary’s Yale Speech Addresses Ongoing Terrorist Threats” 
Noting that the department reached a significant milestone in passing its fifth birthday in March, Secretary Chertoff today said that it is time to assess how far the department has come, and where it must go in the next five years. In that context, the secretary delivered the first of four speeches that will cover the department’s priorities. These are: the nature and scope of threats, assessing our vulnerabilities in relation to these threats, preventing these threats from materializing, and preparing responses to and recovery from disasters resulting from acts of terrorism and nature. 

The secretary’s first speech, delivered to the Heyman Fellowship Reception and Dinner at Yale University’s Law School, traces the origins of terrorist threats and how they have evolved into the threats the nation and world faces today. The secretary stated that these threats had their origins in the Soviet Union, which attempted to export its ideology through guerilla forces sent to destabilize vulnerable countries. This model has been repeated by the terrorist organizations of today, the secretary said, pointing to the efforts of Al Qaeda and Hezbollah. But the secretary pointed out that the threat of terrorism also is apparent from non-Islamic groups, such as the Revolutionary Forces of Columbia or FARC, and the gang that has had its beginning traced to Los Angeles, Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-13. 

While the department and other counter-terrorism organizations within the federal government have identified these threats and are taking steps to address them, the secretary said the biggest hurdle the nation faces is that of complacency. As he sees it, we, as a nation, may have been too anxious about the threats we faced following the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Given the continuing threats, however, the complacency he now sees is unwarranted. “I firmly believe that if we overcome complacency and deal forthrightly with the threats that I have outlined…we can improve our chances of not only successfully defending our homeland, but defeating our foes and seeing freedom prevail across the globe,” he said. 
The complete text of the secretary’s Yale speech is available at: https://dhsonline.dhs.gov/portal/jhtml/dc/sf.jhtml?doid=111430. 
(2)  11th Annual FEMA Emergency Mgmt. Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Dr. Robert A Smith, who works at FEMA HQ on the Catastrophe Planning Initiative, confirmed today that he and a group of his colleagues will develop and manage one of the afternoon breakout sessions to discuss the work they and State, local, tribal and private sector colleagues are doing in regards to Catastrophe Planning.  The two geographical areas with the deepest involvement at the moment are (1) the New Madrid Earthquake Zone, and (2) Southern Florida, both in terms of a high category hurricane striking Miami and the possibility of a failure of the Lake Okeechobee dike.  For additional information, Dr. Smith can be reached at:  Robert.A.Smith@associates.dhs.gov 

(3)  Email Backlog:  545 in the am, 519 pm.   
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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