April 24, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  American Military University Masters in Emergency and Disaster Mgmt. Testimonial: 
Received today the first testimonial from a student at AMU, which has a fairly large “Emergency Management” program.  Will have Daniel Hahn’s “Testimonial” posted to the newly created section of the EM Hi-Ed Website entitled “Student’s Corner.”  Mr. Hahn also provided us with a digital photo as well as an AMU logo (with permission) to post alongside his testimonial.  

I graduate from American Military University, part of the American Public University System (APUS) next month with a Masters in Emergency and Disaster Management. APUS students are unique in that a majority are professionals working on bettering their educational status. In my case I already work in emergency management. During my tenure at APUS I assisted in the establishment of the APUS IAEM student chapter, and have since moved on to become the IAEM student Council Vice President. I am also fortunate to serve on the IAEM Universities and Colleges Committee. 

Even as a full time employee I can see the benefits of furthering ones education. Being a student in the field I have chosen as a profession did make school easier, but it also allowed me to explore to greater depths some of the questions presented, because the simple answer was obvious, usually because I had already lived it at work. Becoming immersed in your field of choice is sometimes easier as a student than as a professional. I doubt I would have been as participatory in IAEM as I am if not for the introduction of the opportunities presented by being a student. 

Having an education in the field of emergency management in not a panacea, but it certainly opens doors to greater opportunities like the CEM. Additionally the relationships made during school, even an online school like APUS, are rewarding, and will be beneficial for years to come. 

Having been introduced to online educational experiences has opened other doors as well. I am well into the development of a Public Health/Emergency Management class that will be offered as part of a post graduate certificate program at the University of West Florida later in the year.  

I would encourage everyone, regardless of age or position to find a way to continue your education, if not for the education itself, then for the opportunities it may present. 

Daniel Hahn 
IAEM Student Council Vice President 
Immediate past President of APUS IAEM Student Chapter 
Santa Rosa County 
Emergency Management Plans Chief 
Citizen Corps Coordinator 
Milton, Fl 
danielh@santarosa.fl.gov 

  

Note:  We now have, in this new section and activity of the EM Hi-Ed Program, student testimonials representing three schools: 

American Military University, American Public University System 


North Dakota State University 


University of North Texas 

Testimonials should be emailed to wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov for consideration for posting. 

(2)  FEMA EM Hi-Ed Conference and National Homeland Security Consortium Session: 
Received communication from Trina Sheets with the National Emergency Management Association today, on behalf of the National Homeland Security Consortium, confirming that the NHSC would be developing and managing a Breakout Session on the NHSC during the conference.  Trina provided the following session description: 

The National Homeland Security Consortium believes the nation is at a crossroads in its efforts to secure the homeland.   In its white paper Protecting Americans in the 21st Century: Imperatives for the Homeland, the Consortium calls for acknowledgement that homeland security is a shared responsibility between all levels of government, the private sector and citizens and they should be equal partners with the federal government in setting national goals and their supporting policies and procedures. The white paper represents an unprecedented effort by various disciplines and professions to come together and acknowledge that national security cannot be performed in isolation or by a single entity.  The evolving challenges of homeland security require a new model of collaboration for the new Century. 

Trina also provided a bio of one of the NHSC representatives who would be speaking during this breakout session, Elizabeth Kellar, Deputy Executive Director of the International City/County Management Association – posted in below: 

Ms. Elizabeth Kellar is the Executive Director for the Center for State and Local Government Excellence.  She also serves as Deputy Executive Director for ICMA and has leadership responsibility for ethics, public policy, emergency management, and other strategic initiatives.  She is an ICMA ethics advisor, writes a monthly ethics column, develops training programs, and speaks on ethics at state, national, and international meetings…. [Ms. Kellar] is a Fellow in the National Academy of Public Administration and has served as chair for NAPA’s Standing Panel on the Federal System.  She serves on the Advisory Council, American University School of Public Affairs, and is on the Editorial Board, Public Administration Review.  Her publications include, Managing with Less, Ethical Insight, Ethical Action, and Ethos.  Previously, Ms. Kellar served as ICMA’s Chief Operating Officer, overseeing the preparation of ICMA’s annual budget, three-year financial plan, performance results, and human resources programs. Ms. Kellar launched ICMA’s international programs, which help support local democratic efforts and municipal development programs around the world.  Ms. Kellar served two terms on the Montgomery County Maryland Ethics Commission and was the chair of the Commission for three years.  Prior to joining ICMA, she was responsible for community relations for the City of Sunnyvale, California.  She has a master's degree in journalism and political science from Ohio State University. 
(3)  Homeland Security: 
Congressional Research Service (John Rollins).  2008-2009 Presidential Transition: 
National Security Considerations and Options.  Washington, DC:  CRS Report to Congress (RL34456), April 21, 2008, 52 pages, PDF File. 
Summary: 
A presidential transition is a unique time in America and holds the promise of opportunity, as well as a possible risk to the nation’s security interests. The 2008-2009 election marks the first presidential transition in the post-9/11 era, and is of concern to many national security observers. While changes in administration during U.S. involvement in national security related activities are not unique to the 2008-2009 election, many observers suggest that the current security climate and recent acts of terrorism by individuals wishing to influence national elections and change foreign policies portend a time of increased risk to the current presidential transition period. Whether the enemies of the United States choose to undertake action that may harm the nation’s security interests during the 2008-2009 election, or the new President experiences a relatively peaceful period during the transition, many foreign and domestic policy and security challenges will await the new Administration. How the new President recognizes and responds to these challenges will depend heavily on the planning and learning that occurs prior to the inauguration. Actions can be taken by the outgoing President and President-elect that may ameliorate decisionmaking activities in the new administration. Whether an incident of national security significance occurs just before or soon after the presidential transition, the actions or inactions of the outgoing Administration may have a long-lasting effect on the new President’s ability to effectively safeguard U.S. interests and may affect the legacy of the outgoing President. 

This report discusses historical national-security related presidential transition activities, provides a representative sampling of national security issues the next administration may encounter, and offers considerations and options relevant to each of the five phases of the presidential transition period. Each phase has distinct challenges and opportunities for the incoming administration, the outgoing administration, and Congress. This report will be updated as needed. 
Conclusion:  

While the first presidential transition in the post 9/11 era is of concern to many national security observers, risks during the transition period may be minimized with proactive executive branch and congressional actions. It is likely the new President will face many national security-related challenges upon taking office. Whether the enemies of the United States choose to undertake action counter to the nation’s security interests or the new President experiences a relatively peaceful period during the transition, the new Administration’s recognition and response to these challenges will depend heavily on the preparation and education activities that have occurred prior to the inauguration. While it may be impossible to stop an incident of national security significance during the presidential election process, there are steps that can be taken during all phases of the transition to lessen the risks to the nation. Such actions may be helpful in preparing the nation for possible risks to the presidential election period and mitigating the effects of acts taken by those that wish to cause confusion during the transfer of presidential power. The transition-related actions or inactions of the outgoing and incoming Administration may have a long-lasting affect on new President’s ability to effectively safeguard United State’s interests and may also effect the legacy of the outgoing President. (p. 36) 

(4)  Images of Disasters in Film and Media College Course White Paper From UNT: 
Received today from Dr. David A. McEntire, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas, a draft white paper commissioned by the EM Hi-Ed Program on the advantages to other institutions with emergency management programs using a similar approach to serve as a teaching and marketing tool.  Approved the draft.  Anticipate a final draft soon, which will be noted herein, and then posted to the EM Hi-Ed Program website, “Growing Your EM Program” section. 

(5)  National Level Exercise 2-08 (Tier II) May 1-8, 2008: 
From the Spring 2008 edition of the FEMA National Exercise Division HSEEP Quarterly Newsletter: 
The National Level Exercise 2-08 (NEP 2-08) is a National Exercise Program (NEP) Tier II exercise scheduled for May 1-8, 2008 and supported by NED with a National Simulation Cell. NEP 2-08 will merge the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National Continuity Program’s (NCP) Eagle Horizon continuity capabilities exercise with U.S. Northern Command’s (NORTHCOM) Ardent Sentry 2008 exercise, and FEMA Disaster Operation’s Hurricane Preparedness Exercise (HPE) national response exercise.  NEP 2-08 will include multiple scenario elements in several venues in the United States and Canada. A Category 4 hurricane will impact FEMA Region III and the National Capital Region (NCR), causing continuity and response operations. Multiple terrorist attacks will occur in the state of Washington to exercise both response capabilities to chemical weapons attacks and specific Defense Support to Civil Authorities (DSCA) capabilities. An accidental VX release in Umatilla, Oregon will exercise Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program (CSEPP). Other venues include aerospace and maritime elements. Canada will also participate in coordinated scenario elements and exercise internal objectives.  Primary venues include the National Capital Region, FEMA Region III, the six FEMA Region III states, FEMA Region X, and the States of Washington and Oregon.  Overarching Objectives are: 

Objective 1 - Exercise hurricane preparedness and response capabilities 

        Evaluate the 2008 Hurricane Contingency Plan at National and Regional Levels 

        Exercise and evaluate National Response Coordination Center (NRCC) Plans, Policies and Procedures including the inter-agency support of the Emergency Support Function (ESF) structure and ability of daily video teleconferences to convey information and provide essential coordination 

        Exercise NRCC capabilities under circumstances of multiple incidents through deployment and Continuity of Operations (COO) conditions, including the ability of supporting agencies to staff ESF positions at the COO site and their ability to reach back to their parent agency at their COO sites 

Objective 2 - Exercise continuity capabilities, conduct essential Federal government functions to include National Essential Functions, and manage the emergency from dispersed locations 

        Evaluate the Federal Government’s Continuity of Operations Plans (COOPs) and procedures in accordance with National Security Presidential Directive (NSPD) 51/Homeland Security Presidential Directive (PSPD)-20, the National Continuity Policy Implementation Plan (NCPIP), and Federal Continuity Directives (FCDs) 

        Evaluate the Federal Government’s ability to identify and prioritize Essential Functions and conduct business from preplanned alternate locations 

        Evaluate the Federal Government’s Continuity Implementation as a part of a multiple threat scenario in accordance with NSPD-51/HSPD-20, the NCPIP, and FCDs 

Objective 3 - Exercise response to terrorist weapons of mass destruction (WMD) threat/attack capabilities with integration of Defense Support to Civil Authorities 

        Deployment and certification of the CBRNE Consequence Management Response Force (CCMRF) in support of state/local civil authorities 

        Coordination with interagency by Joint Staff and Office of the Secretary of Defense to work DSCA activities 

        Exercise plans, policies, procedures and systems for patient movement and evacuation.”  (Pp. 8-9) 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  National Exercise Division, Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program, Quarterly Newsletter. Washington, DC: FEMA, Spring 2008, 12 pages. At:  https://hseep.dhs.gov/support/HSEEP%20Newsletter%20_Spring%202008.pdf 
(6)  Terrorism Threat: 
Hoffman, Bruce.  “The Myth of Grass-Roots Terrorism:  Why Osama bin Laden Still Matters.”  Foreign Affairs, May/June 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20080501fareviewessay87310/bruce-hoffman/the-myth-of-grass-roots-terrorism.html 
[Note:  Bruce Hoffman is a Professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service and a Senior Fellow at the U.S. Military Academy's Combating Terrorism Center at West Point. He is the author of Inside Terrorism.  Herein he presents a somewhat blunt assessment of Marc Sageman’s most recent book -- Leaderless Jihad: Terror Networks in the Twenty-first Century. Marc Sageman. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008, 208 pp. – interesting reading.] 
(7)  Email Backlog:  497 in the am; 474 in pm. 

The End. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 
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