April 23, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Comparative Emergency Management “Course Treatment” 
Received today from Damon Coppola, currently with the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok, and author of Introduction to Disaster Management (Butterworth (Elsevier), 2007.), a copy of his EM Hi-Ed Program-Commissioned “Course “Treatment” on “Comparative Emergency Management.” 

A “Course Treatment” is not a full course development project (for lack of funding), but meant to be much more than an expanded syllabus to be used by others to develop such a course on their own.  In this case what we have received is 

        12-page Course Syllabus 

        6-page reference guide which recommends sources the author suggests in developing a course on Comparative Emergency Management 

        12-page first 1-hour “Course Introduction” session 

        17-page Session 2 on “The Importance of Comparative Emergency Management,” and 

        12-page slide set to support Session 2. 

From the Course Syllabus on the Recommended Course Purpose: 

The purpose of Comparative Emergency Management is to present to emergency managers and practitioners alike the fundamentals of the emergency discipline as they exist in other countries of the world, and on a global scale.  At present, emergency management programs in the United States tend to be heavily biased towards a domestic-centric approach.  This course will expand upon those domestic lessons by examining many of the same topics seen in other emergency management courses, but through the perspective of the greater international emergency management community.  Hazard, risk, vulnerability, and disaster trends, as they differ throughout the world, will each be presented.  Other important topics include response and recovery funding options, civil/military cooperation, emergency management obstacles, disasters and development, and worldwide disaster trends.  Finally, emergency management agencies, including governmental, nongovernmental, private, international, or international financial institutions, will be defined and presented in terms of the myriad roles and responsibilities they have taken in different nations.  The syllabus goes on to discuss the course structure, recommended textbook, session titles and paragraph-length descriptions of the 42 course session topics that the author has designated for this course.  Will only note here that Session 40, “International Best Practices and Case Studies,” features Australia/New Zealand, Canada, Great Britain, Denmark, Japan, Thailand, and India. 

We will be sending this material over to the Webmaster on Friday for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Courses Section – Course Treatments subsection -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursetreat.asp 

  

(2)  EIIP Virtual Forum Session on How Would YOU Advise the Next President? 

  

The Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership (EIIP) Virtual Forum, hosted a virtual session today from noon until 1:00 EST, led by Emergency/Continuity Manager for the University of California, Davis, Valerie Lucas, on “How Would YOU Advise the Next President? -- A Group Discussion on New Directions in Emergency Management Policy."  The transcript should be available later today at:  http://www.emforum.org/ 

  

(3)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Today’s new count on dorm rooms allocated as the result of the processing of an application is 226.  Dorm rooms are going fairly fast, so we again encourage those who intend to attend, but have not submitted an application form yet, to please do so – including presenters.  Application forms and other information, including the draft agenda, can be accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference08.asp 

  

(4)  FEMA Region I “Student Emergency Preparedness Program” (STEP) & The Dudes: 
Talked today with Michelle L. Collins, former 2nd grade teacher in Louisiana pre and post-Katrina, now with External Affairs in FEMA Region I (Boston headquartered), and “Point Person” for the Region’s new STEP program which is being piloted in New England at the 4th grade level in a number of schools.  Was greatly surprised and delighted to learn that Region I is bringing back “The Adventures of the Disaster Dudes” video (now in DVD format) to use in the preparedness programs in schools.  This video was one of the last products the EM Hi-Ed Program Manager produced in his capacity as Program Manager for FEMA’s Family Protection Program prior to the transition to EMI to start the EM Hi-Ed Program.  Aimed at a 4th grade target audience (though useful at 3rd and 5th grade levels as well), this approximately 45 minute (including short breaks) video centers on three children and disaster preparedness.  It is broken into sections with pauses in order for the presenter to interact with the students, drawing upon material in an accompanying User’s Guide, before going onto the next video segment. 

The government got its money’s worth in the contract which produced that video in that it has withstood the test of time. We recommended that Ms. Collins and others from FEMA Region I involved in this project, attend the June 2-5, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference and put-on a conference breakout session on “Disaster Preparedness and Children.” 

The tie-in of this topic with an emergency management higher education conference has to do with college students doing service learning AND community service in their communities – by showing the Adventures of the Disaster Dudes to 4th grade classes in their communities as part of an official college/university sanctioned program.  When we did this as an American Red Cross program in Arlington County, VA prior to the move to EMI, we found that the 4th graders responded better to the younger presenters we used.  We then partnered with one of the local Explorer Scout groups to be the front people in giving the presentations to 4th graders – after doing all the things recommended that students do in the video and taking ARC First Aid and CPR classes.  Collectively we were able to reach the majority of all 4th grade classes in Arlington, VA.  We think this needs to be seriously investigated with by collegiate emergency management programs.  EM Students could form the hub around which other college students join the “Disaster Dudes” train – perhaps gaining community service credit.  There is a great deal of behind the scenes work to do for people other than the presenters – such a s putting together packets of disaster preparedness materials for the 4th graders to take home to give to their parents, etc. etc.  We could go on for quite some time on this topic, but let’s hope that a conference breakout session ensues, to be followed by the roll-out of a national program after Region I’s pilot program in New England this year.  For more information, Michelle Collins can be reached at:  Michelle.Collins@dhs.gov 

  

(5)  GAO New Report on Homeland Security/Defense: 

  

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Enhanced National Guard Readiness for Civil Support Missions May Depend on DOD’s Implementation of the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act (GAO-08-311).  Washington, DC:  GAO, April 2008, 59 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-311    Abstract: 
  
Why GAO Did This Study:  The high use of National Guard (Guard) forces for overseas missions has raised questions about its ability to support civil authorities in the event of a catastrophic incident. GAO was asked to assess two alternatives for providing funding and authority specifically for the Guard’s civil support missions. Congress subsequently enacted a new approach for the Guard’s civil support needs, which GAO also included in this assessment. GAO determined: (1) the extent to which planning to identify the Guard’s civil support requirements has been undertaken, (2) the current funding approach for the Guard’s civil support capabilities and how three approaches—modeled after the U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM), the Coast Guard, and that in the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act—could be applied to the Guard; (3) guiding principles to consider when developing and implementing funding alternatives, and (4) the extent to which the existing and alternative approaches are consistent with these principles. GAO synthesized guiding principles for military and civil support effectiveness from the literature and discussed alternatives with defense and homeland security analysts. 

What GAO Recommends:  GAO recommends that DOD report to Congress on the steps taken to include the guiding principles in its implementation of the 2008 NDAA. DOD generally agreed with GAO’s recommendations. 

(6)  House Homeland Security Hearing on….Homeland Security: 
House Committee on Homeland Security.  “Moving Beyond the First Five Years:  Improving the Functionality, Governance, and Accountability of the Department of Homeland Security.” Washington, DC:  April 23, 2008. Prepared statements and video feed accessed at:  http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=129 

Includes prepared statement of DHS Under Secretary Paul A. Schneider. 

(7)  North Dakota State University Emergency Management Program Student Testimonial: 
Yesterday we incorporated a “Testimonial” of an alumni of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program at the University of North Texas (UNT).  In the interests of equal time, will post another one from NDSU.  Have more yet to be posted from both schools.  Surprised that students from other emergency management programs have not provided testimonials – interesting. 

I am currently a junior in the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University in Fargo, North Dakota.  The program at NDSU is giving me the opportunity to learn all aspects of emergency management.  The program offers courses in mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery, spatial analysis, business continuity and a number sociology/anthropology courses dealing with death, culture, disasters, medicine, religion, and community development that can be very beneficial to a student’s education. 

NDSU has also given me the opportunity to become involved with the International Emergency Management Student Association (IEMSA), through IAEM.  I am currently NDSU’s Chapter President and am motivated by the amount of students who are willing to go the extra mile to further their education and networking skills by becoming involved with the organization.  The main focus of NDSU’s IEMSA is to allow students to create relationships with community leaders, NDSU faculty, and emergency management professionals in the region. 

Since entering the emergency management program at NDSU, I have been given a number of opportunities that have allowed me to gain practical experience in my community.  During the summer of 2007, I interned for Dave Rogness, the Cass County Emergency Manager.  During the internship I was given the task of completing the sheltering mandate for the county.  By completing this task I was able to network with community leaders throughout the county and gained a better understanding of how rural community governments are run.  While interning with Cass County, I also worked with the Red River Regional D.A.R.T (Disaster Animal Response Team).  I was given the task of determining what structural amenities a facility needs to posses to safely and properly house animals in an evacuation situation.  I also designed and created their animal preparedness and volunteer solicitation brochures. 

During the 2008 spring semester, I interned for the Minn-Kota chapter of the American Red Cross in Fargo, ND.  During the internship I was able to maintain and cultivate new relationships with the Red Cross and other non-profit organizations within the community.  The internship allowed me to gain practical knowledge of how a non-profit organization is operated and how much effort needs to be focused on charitable donations.  

While reflecting on my education and experiences at North Dakota State University, I would like to stress to current and prospective students that internships and professional relationships with individuals in the emergency management field are extremely important and should be created early on in their education. These internships and professional relationships will serve you well as you transition into the work force.


Breanna Koval 

NDSU IEMSA President 

Emergency Management Program 

Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management 

North Dakota State University 

breanna.koval@ndsu.edu 

Breanna provided a photo of her and Cass County ND Emergency Manager Dave Rogness.  The photo along with the “testimonial” will be uploaded to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website section (about to be created) “EM Student’s Corner.”  Additional “Testimonials” are solicited for consideration for posting.  Send to:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(8)  Email Backlog:  Forgot to note the count this morning!; 454 in the pm.

The End.

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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