April 22, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
 (1)  EIIP Virtual Forum Wednesday, 23rd – How Would You Advise the Next President? 
EIIP Virtual Forum www.emforum.org Wednesday April 23, 12:00 Noon Eastern 

Passing along the following notice: 
The EIIP is pleased to host a 'live chat' presentation and interactive group discussion on April 23, 2008 beginning at 12:00 Noon Eastern time (please convert to your local time). Our topic puts you in the position of Emergency Management Policy Advisor to the next President of the United States. What would you advise him or her? As a framework for our discussion, we will address the general policy areas highlighted in the National Homeland Security Consortium's recent white paper, Protecting Americans in the 21st Century: Imperatives for the Homeland   http://www.nemaweb.org/?2253 . 
Ten discussion questions http://www.emforum.org/vforum/080423.htm#QUESTIONS have been posted to stimulate the discussion and participants are encouraged to review them and prepare short responses in advance. 
Our guest will be Valerie Lucus, CEM CBCP and Emergency/Continuity Manager for the University of California, Davis, a public university with a student enrollment of 30,000, and a total population of 50,000. Valerie has been in the Emergency Management/Business Continuity field for over 15 years and currently serves on IAEM’s University/College Committee and the Editorial Board. During this past December, she expressed her ideas on this topic during a radio interview. 

Please make plans to join us…feel free to extend this invitation to your colleagues. Please see the Background Page http://www.emforum.org/vforum/080423.htm for related links and instructions.  If this will be your first time to participate in the EIIP Virtual Forum www.emforum.org , please check your connection at least a day in advance by clicking on the Chat Login link at the top left…. 

In connection with our upcoming Forum this Wednesday April 23, 12:00 Noon Eastern, How Would YOU Advise the Next President?, the polls are open! 

Just go to our homepage www.emforum.org and cast your ballot on Discussion Question #10 "FEMA - In or Out?  (Assume "out" means removing FEMA from DHS with a return to the arrangement under the Clinton administration where the FEMA Director was a Cabinet position or has equivalent direct access to the President at all times.)  [Votes at send time were 28% vs. 72% -- go to EIIP homepage to determine which way.] 

(2)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008 Notes: 
Received today from Dr. Fred May, head of the Emergency Management Program at Western Illinois University, descriptions for the two conference breakout sessions he is developing: 

1.      EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CORE COURSE CONSIDERATIONS: 

Presenters: 

      Fred May, Ph.D., Associate Prof., EM, Western Illinois University, Health Sciences Department, Emergency Management Program 

       Stephen Guillot, Director, National Center for Emergency Preparedness, School of Nursing, Vanderbilt University. 

A comparative analysis of emergency management core courses taught in five universities/colleges bachelor of science degree programs demonstrates an effort to address critical knowledge areas in applied emergency management. Many academic disciplines arrive at coherent core curricula taught from university-to-university. The concept that applied emergency management represents a coherent body of knowledge suggests that a standardized core curriculum may be possible and worthy of discussion. 

2.      WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLANNING: COORDINATING MULTIPLE INPUTS 

Presenters: 

     Dana Biernbaum, Assistant VP for Administrative Services, Emergency Planning Coordinator, Western Illinois University, Macomb, IL 

     Fred May, Ph.D., Associate Professor of EM, Western Illinois Univ., Health Sciences Depart., Emer. Management Program, Macomb, IL 

     Nick DiGrino, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Education and Human Services 

     Bill Young, Director, Public Safety, Union University, Jackson, TN 

     Peter Webb, Battalion Chief, City of Dothan Fire Department, Dothan, AL 

Western Illinois University (WIU) has developed a highly-successful planning process for emergency operations planning and implementation. The process benefits from several approaches and sources of input involving an investment in training, intra- and inter-university coordination, and priority support from university administration. The Western process includes a planning coordinator from within university administration, a cohesive multidisciplinary planning team, assistance from the academic emergency management program, and coordination with other universities sharing the same hazards, some having experienced major disaster. Communication between universities sharing the same threats from hazards is extremely valuable. Hazard and emergency professionals with experience in school emergencies provide valuable information on lessons-learned. This presentation focuses on multiple input planning sources for tornado hazard, but represents a model for interactions for all hazards. 

For additional information, Dr. May can be reached at:  F-May@wiu.edu   
(3) Gulf Coast Katrina Recovery – Air Force One Press Briefing by Paul Conway: 
From transcript of remarks delivered aboard Air Force One on the way to New Orleans on April 21st, by Paul Conway, Chief of Staff to new Gulf Coast Coordinator, Major General Doug O'Dell. 

QUESTION:   What are the key challenges that remain in the rebuilding effort? 

CONWAY:   Key challenges going forward are on the levee construction. The President firmly committed to 2011 -- 100-year hurricane protection by 2011. He hardwired that money as emergency funding into his 2009 budget. To keep that on track, one of the challenges will be to make certain that the state and the Corps of Engineers work closely together. Probably the most significant development in this occurred on April 3rd, where you had the state and the Corps of Engineers signing the most historic and largest design- build agreement in the Corps' history -- a huge project, $700 million. It really does kick-start the 2011 deadline -- or objective for getting that done. 

That's one, is keeping the levees on track. The second issue is public assistance. This is the flow of FEMA dollars to the state and down into the localities to make certain that infrastructure, critical infrastructure is rebuilt. In the past six months alone, FEMA funding has been flowing in there at a rate of $1.6 billion.  But the most significant thing that will be the challenge in this is making certain that local officials and the state and the feds are working together on what are the core priorities -- police and fire, sewer, and other infrastructure needs. 

What you're seeing is an agency at FEMA that is revitalized, has a new sense of purpose, and is absolutely dedicated to making certain that they are working closely with the city and the state on issues like police and fire and the schools. The reason why this is an issue is because if you don't have police and fire or crime being addressed, that impacts your insurance and the desire for people to return. Same on the schools -- people want to return to New Orleans, there's no doubt about that, they want their kids to go to school, so keeping the funding flowing is important. 

The other challenge that we would see -- and this is one that the General feels quite strongly about -- is making certain that the nation understands that dollars are, in fact, flowing and work is actually beginning. It has been underway for some time. Much of the things that you see on the ground there in terms of what has been done so far is infrastructure, critical infrastructure. So a lot of these things are below the ground. A lot of these things are in massive planning processes, where the city and stakeholders and the state have to work together to sort out what the plans are, design what -- the specs, let the contracts go through the bid process, go through the challenge process, all that type of thing. 

But as you look down there, you'll start to see things moving along quite rapidly. That is the General's charge as he comes in. He absolutely wants to make certain that the federal money that has been authorized -- $120 billion -- that that money which is authorized is further obligated, because you have about $90 billion that's obligated, and that it -- more is expended. So the $120 billion -- 82 percent has been obligated, and 64 percent has been expended. 

(4)  IBHS Developing new “Insurance Center for Building Safety Research: 
Institute for Business & Home Safety.  “New Research Center Targets Natural Disaster Property Losses.”  Tampa, FL:  IBHS, April 21, 2008 Press Release.  Accessed at:  http://www.disastersafety.org/newsroom/view.asp?id=11846&Mode=List 

From the press release:  

Tampa - A new state-of-the-art applied research facility will use science and technology to expand capabilities to create more durable homes and businesses. The facility will be dedicated to reducing the human, financial and societal costs of natural disasters and other threats to property from coast to coast.  The Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS), an insurance industry-supported nonprofit engineering and communications group, announced today that it will construct the Insurance Center for Building Safety Research with funds from its insurer and reinsurer members. 

The Center will feature full-scale testing of buildings and construction components. A two-track research program will allow IBHS to address catastrophic issues, such as high winds and wind-driven water intrusion, earthquakes and hail, as well as more isolated, but expensive, maintenance-related issues like plumbing system failure and interior fires. The findings will be used in aggressive consumer education and advocacy campaigns, and to supply vital data to developing public policies in areas such as building codes and land use. 

(5)  University of North Texas (UNT) EM Student Alumni Testimonial: 
Am beginning to think that faculty at UNT and NDSU (North Dakota State University) are working their alumni!  Have received another testimonial from an alumni of the UNT program, pasted in below.  Have now posted several such “Testimonials” from alumni of  UNT and NDSU – back and forth dueling banjos.  Waiting for other schools to get into this activity.  Will forward this newest  “Testimonial” to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the about-to-be-created “EM Student’s Corner” section. 

I graduated with a Bachelors of Science from the University of North Texas - Emergency Administration and Planning (EADP) program in May 2003.  Upon graduation, I was immediately hired into the Private Sector where I began a career in Disaster Recovery and Business Continuity. The EADP program provided me the knowledge that corporations were looking for in order to keep their business up to the standards that are placed upon them by federal regulations.  The required courses touched on all aspects of emergency management, ranging from natural disaster to a data center disaster.  The EADP professors were an immeasurable contribution to my success. They were always available, and often shared their own personal experiences of real-life disaster. 

  

As a member of several professional Emergency Management associations in the DFW [Dallas/Fort Worth] area, I consistently run into other EADP grads. We are a close knit community that has provided the opportunity for networking as well as friendship.  I would very highly recommend the EADP program at the University of North Texas. 

  

Jodi Ouellette 

Alliance Data 

Lead Business Continuity Planner 

Information Risk Management 

Jodi.Ouellette@alliancedata.com  

Testimonials can be submitted for consideration for posting to the “EM Student’s Corner” section of the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program website to: wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(6)  Email Backlog:  469 in the am; 429 in the pm. 

The End. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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