April 18, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
 (1)  Correction to Misquote of NPD Director Dennis Schrader in HL Today (Apr 11): 

From Dennis Schrader, Deputy Administrator for National Preparedness, Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

“The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is the primary, national training center for emergency management.  FEMA is committed to the building EMI’s capacity to meet the current and future training needs of our nation’s emergency management community.  

FEMA has more than 50 other training providers that provide a wide range of training and related services.  The HSToday article that was printed earlier this week deserves clarification regarding the role of The Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT).  MIPT serves as a training and exercise venue for FEMA as one of many training providers utilized to support our national training requirements.”  

  This relates to the HS Today, April 11, 2008, article.   Accessed at:  
http://hstoday.us:80/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2871&Itemid=128 
  

(2)  DHS Employee Survey Results – Release Today – Includes FEMA Document Too: 
Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/  

Click on “Employee Survey” -- then click on “Summary of Results,” “Management Report, “or any of the 13 element reports – such as FEMA at:  

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/dhs-annual-employee-survey-fema-2007.pdf 

(3)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 

The NETC Admissions Office informs us that 216 dorm rooms have been allocated thus far.  There are not many more dorm rooms left, so if the reader is one of those April 15th types – get ‘em in at the lost moment – that time is approaching when we will run out of on-campus dorm rooms for the conference, so it is time to bite the bullet and get an application in to the Admissions Office – fax number on letter in invitational packet that was mailed to invited participants.  The number and the application can be found at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference08.asp 

(4)  North Dakota State University Former Student Testimonial: 
Seems like the “Testimonial” included in an EM Hi-Ed Report earlier in the week by a graduate of the University of North Texas is causing a response.  Late yesterday we received the following from a graduate of the emergency management program at North Dakota State University.  Barbara Johnson tells me she has more and will send them over when the inbox goes down in size a bit – like that is going to happen anytime soon.  In any event, I hope to see dueling banjos between schools on the largest number of testimonials sent in.  The one below will be uploaded in the near future to a soon-to-be-created “tab” or section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website to be entitled “Student’s Corner.”  We are soliciting electronic photos of graduated emergency management students as well to include with their testimonial – particularly if the photo ties-in with an emergency management related job. 

I currently serve as the Emergency Management Director for Hubbard County, Minnesota. During my recent interview process, my county commissioners were 'pleasantly shocked' to learn that there was actually a university program in emergency management, and that I was enrolled in the graduate portion of that program and working towards a doctoral degree. 

My knowledge of the 'all hazards' approach to emergency management currently embraced by national and state agencies, as well as my working knowledge of homeland security put me 'head and shoulders' above the other candidates applying for the position. I am currently pursuing certification as an emergency manager both in the IAEM CEM national program as well as in the required Minnesota State Emergency Manager program, and hope to complete both within one year. The material in the required courses for both certifications is familiar, thanks to well-designed courses that included much of the material on which I now have to take tests and show competency. 

Beyond the basic 'nuts and bolts' of emergency management, my educational program, with it's heavy social science orientation, affords me the ability to discuss strategic and philosophical goals in regards to preparation for and recovery from disasters and emergencies with my elected leadership. Of all the skills acquired during my time in my emergency management educational program, I'd say this skill is the least quantifiable yet ultimately most valuable. 

My education in emergency management, combined with my previous experience in the emergency management field (as an emergency services commander and evaluator) definitely put me 'a cut above' all other applicants, and raised the bar for expectations among my elected county commissioners for what a local emergency manager should and can be. 

Dave W. Konshok 
Director, Emergency Management 
Hubbard County 
201 Fair Avenue 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

(5)  Email Backlog:  579 in the am, 571 in the pm: 
Trust that all have, or had, a very good weekend. 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
  

EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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