April 17, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Confirmed today that Bill Wark, Member of the Board of Directors of the Chemical Safety and Investigation Council, will be able to participate in the EM HiEd Conference and will put-on a conference breakout session on the role of the CSB and its relevance to the EM Hi-Ed Community. 

(2)  House Committee on HLS, DHS, and Business Opportunities at DHS: 
Have never seen anything like this – at least not that we can recall: 

Margetta, Rob.  “Homeland Panel’s Newsletter Could Keep Small Business in Contracting Loop.”  CQ Homeland Security, April 16, 2008.  Accessed at: http://homeland.cq.com/hs/display.do?docid=2705437&sourcetype=31 

A recently launched newsletter listing contracting opportunities at the Homeland Security Department could serve as a bridge between the department and small businesses, said Rep. Bennie Thompson.  The Mississippi Democrat, chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee, told an audience at the Center for American Progress’ “The State of Homeland Security” conference Wednesday that small businesses have expressed frustration in dealing with DHS. The newsletter, created by committee Democrats, is intended to keep those companies in the contracting loop. “One of the things we’ve heard from small companies is that they really feel like they don’t have access to the department,” he said, and part of the problem is due to turnover in DHS contracting. “It’s musical chairs at the department.” 

The newsletter, an online document available on the committee’s Democratic site, covers contract information for both small and large businesses, including solicitation numbers, brief project descriptions, release dates and points of contact at DHS. Thompson wrote a forward in the current issue saying the publication exists to bridge the gap “between the need for information about opportunities available at the department and the ability to locate and disseminate information in a timely and user-friendly manner.” 

DHS said it is glad the committee is posting the information, but added that it too has been posting such information and reaching out to small businesses all along…. 

David Z. Bodenheimer, head of the homeland security practice at the law firm Crowell and Moring, said small businesses are looking for more information, and the newsletter should prove to be a handy tool. “When I saw that on the committee Web site, I was surprises and thrilled,” he said. “It’s something you don’t often see from Congress.”  Bodenheimer, who has hosted homeland security small-business events in the past and has worked with the DHS Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization, said DHS might consider collaborating with the committee on the newsletter.  “That really is the job of the small-business program at DHS,” he said. “It’s the kind of thing I would hope to see DHS take the cue from the committee on and maybe even build upon it.” 

The word “newsletter” in the first sentence above contains a link to the House Committee on HLS website. 

(3)  NEMA and Senator Joseph Lieberman on FEMA’s New Five Year Strategic Plan: 
Although he had yet to read the document [oops., pre-release coordination with stakeholders?], Ken Murphy, director of Oregon’s Department of Emergency Management  and president of the National  Emergency   Management Association, welcomed its release 
Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman, I-Conn., chairman of Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, said he is “pleased that FEMA’s five-year strategic plan embraces the reforms Sen. [Susan] Collins [R-Maine] and I urged as part of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act, such as development of an ‘all-hazards’ approach to preparedness.”  But Lieberman warned that “FEMA must also develop performance measures or targets by which to judge its progress. And we must all ensure it has the resources necessary to succeed.” 

Fowler, Daniel.  “FEMA Unveils Five-Yean Plan for Success.” CQ Homeland Security, April 16, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://homeland.cq.com/hs/displayalert.do?matchId=56867963 

(4)  Email Backlog:  574 in that am, 556 in the pm. 

The End. 
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 “Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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