April 10, 2008 FEMA EM Hi-Ed Report
(1)  Casa Loma College -- AAS Degree in Trans-Disciplinary Emergency Management: 
Received today a flier announcing the implementation of a new emergency management collegiate program – an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Trans-Disciplinary Emergency Management at Casa Loma College in Van Nuys, CA    From the flier: 
This accredited program has been developed by professionals for public safety professionals and for those with safety or security responsibilities in private industry. While the program features cutting edge information about Emergency Management, Incident Command, and Homeland Security, its core components are designed to enhance and improve creative thinking, decision making skills, leadership and communication skills.  This program is perfect for public safety and private industry professionals desiring to advance their careers in the field of emergency management. The program is an entirely online program so coursework can be completed within the framework of any busy schedule. 
Courses offered in a distance learning format and populating the 72 credit hour, 72 week program are:  

        TEM104 
Emergency Management 

        TEM111
Basic Incident Command System 

        TEM124
Introduction to Homeland Response and Security 

        TEM126 
Plagues, Pandemics, and Bio-Terrorism 

        TEM136 
Introduction to NIMS 

        TEM142 
National Response Plan 

        TEM158
Emergency Planning and Preparedness 

        TEM164
Basis of Terrorism 

        TEM199
Career Survey 

        TEM213
Transportation Disasters 

        TEM221
Social Dimensions of Disaster 

        TEM224
Business Continuity Planning 

        TEM233
Understanding Natural Hazards 

        TEM246
Risk Assessment 

        TEM252
Disaster Mitigation Practices 

        TEM256
Sustainable Disaster Recovery 

        SOC110
Developing Cultural Competence 

        ENG102
Communication and Critical Thinking 

        PHI105
Ethics 

        PSY102      Introduction to Psychology of Stress and Trauma 

        BIO102
Introduction to Environmental Science 

        BUS105
Organizational Leadership 

For additional information, please contact Stephanie Shelburne, PhDc, CMT, Trans-Disciplinary Emergency Management Program Director, 510-864-0149, or email at:  stephanie.shelburne@casalomacollege.edu 

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Note 1:  “Developing A Collaborative Educational Pathway Certificate to PhD in Emergency Management in New Zealand”?  Communicated today with Steve Glassey, Chief Executive, Emergency Management Academy of New Zealand, Palmerston North, concerning his delivery of a Breakout Session presentation on the “Collaborative Educational Pathway Certificate to PhD in Emergency Management”? which he and others in New Zealand are working on.  Providing all the paperwork clears in time, it looks like a go.  From a paper on this topic Steve has provided: 

The international profession of emergency management is growing and evolving rapidly. Despite this growth, significant labour shortages of qualified emergency managers and new expectations under the Tertiary Education Strategy, New Zealand has never had an integrated pathway for education and training for this discipline. This paper outlines a collective vision to develop a collaborative educational pathway in emergency management…. The pathway provides for a professional development continuum from certificate to doctorate level that is aligned to the Tertiary Education Strategy, with 
alternative qualifications sitting in isolation and without collaborative integration. 
For more information, visit the website www.emanz.ac.nz – or email Steve Glassey at: steve.glassey@emanz.ac.nz 

Note 2:   “From a Painful Past to an Uncertain Future:”  Received today from Dr. Robert Ward an email containing a description of the breakout session he and Dr. Robert Ward will be putting on Thursday afternoon, June 5th. 


“Drs. Robert Ward and Gary Wamsley will discuss their recently published book chapter “From a Painful Past to an Uncertain Future” which appears in Emergency Management: The American Experience 1900 - 2005 edited by Claire Rubin and published by PERI. The authors will discuss their findings related to policy making and organizational structuring within the emergency management field, and the implications these findings have on the development of curriculum within higher education related to emergency management”. 

Dr. Gary Wamsley is a Professor Emeritus of the Center for Public Administration and Policy, Virginia Tech. His major areas of specialization include: Comparative and national public administration, organization theory and analysis, civil-military relations, national security policy and processes, emergency management, and budget theory. Dr. Wamsley was instrumental in the development of the “Refounding” school of thought in public administration theory. He participated in studies of military manpower policy for President Carter’s Presidential Reorganization Project and directed the National Academy of Public Administration’s 1993 study of emergency management and 1997 study of the role of the National Guard in emergency preparedness and response. He was elected to the National Academy of Public Administration in 1998. 

Dr. Robert Ward holds a PhD in Public Administration and Public Affairs from Virginia Tech and is currently an Associate Professor teaching and engaged in research at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. Prior to his current career in academia, Dr. Ward worked for over thirty years for federal, state, and local governments. His research interests are in organizational theory and public policy theory, especially in areas related to emergency management and information technology.  For additional information, Dr. Ward can be reached at:  rcward@lsu.edu 

(3)  EMI State-Deployed Field Course and EM Hi-Ed Course Revisions:

Participated in a meeting today with a group of EMI course managers, the EMI Superintendent and the EMI Senior Policy Advisor to discuss the way forward in the revision of at least eight EMI Field Training Courses and two Higher Education Courses starting in a matter of weeks.  As those in the emergency management training world know all too-well, EMI has not had funding for State-delivered field course revisions in at least three years.  This, then, is a fairly significant development.  After a meeting with contractor personnel on April 30th, at least ten courses will go into revision work.  Two of the ten will be the “Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management,” first developed by Dr. Richard Sylves at the University of Delaware and completed in 1998, and “Business and Industry Crisis Management,” first developed by Dr. Greg Shaw at George Washington University and completed in 1999.  We anticipate being able to release the names of the State-delivered Field Training courses which will be going into 

redevelopment/revision within roughly three weeks. 

(4)  Hurricane Season: 
Klotzbach, Philip J. and William M. Gray.  Extended Range Forecast of Atlantic Seasonal Hurricane Activity and U.S. Landfall Strike Probability for 2008.  Fort Collins, CO:  Colorado State University, Department of Atmospheric Science, April 9, 2008.  32 pages.  Accessed at: http://hurricane.atmos.colostate.edu/Forecasts/ 

[Note:  This 32 page paper is on more than a forecast for this next season – goes into why such projections and how such information can be put to use, and notes on new methodology.] 

Cutting to the chase on the projections:  “Information obtained through March 2008 indicates that the 2008 Atlantic hurricane season will be much more active than the average 1950-2000 season.  We estimate that 2008 will have about 8 hurricanes (average is 5.9), 15 named storms (average is 9.6), 80 named storm days (average is 49.1), 40 hurricane days (average is 24.5), 4 intense (Category 3-4-5) hurricanes (average is 2.3) and 9 intense hurricane days (average is 5.0).” Page 4.  By the way, before sending that email asking what a hurricane day is:  “Hurricane Day – (HD) A measure of hurricane activity, one unit of which occurs as four 6-hour periods during which a tropical cyclone is observed or estimated to have hurricane intensity winds.” (Definitions, p. 6) 

Probability of an intense hurricane hitting the US – 69% (average is 52%). Page 3 

(5)  Email Backlog – 534 in the am, 496 in the pm.  

At the suggestion of an EM Hi-Ed Report subscriber today, we have requested of our 

management a “Presidential Declaration for a Cyber Choking Disaster.”  Awaiting 

response.  In the meantime we have, weeks back, sought permission for a larger email in 

box – which refuses to accept additional incoming emails, or to allow us to respond to an 

email, after a certain threshold has been met.  Just yesterday we were interviewed by IT 

seeking clarification on the rationale for such an apparently unusual request.  

Politely advised not to hold breath. 

The End. 
B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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